_ f&RiELLE GIFFORDS
STH DISTRET ARIZONA
Whﬁﬂlmﬂ GFFWE-

‘im LONGWHRTH HOUSE OFFICE BULDING
| WASHINGTON, DCZ0815

cgﬁvrmes: 5
ARMED SERVICES

SUBCGMMHTEE ON AR Arm
T LAND FORCES

SUBCOMMITIEE ONMILITARY Rm'mass

: SG!ENI}E ANDTEE @LGGY

02 225—2542

@nngrw ']?'af tbe @imteh %iatzsf : msaéi?a%@;:;ﬂ:aﬁm

- FOREIGN AFFAIRS
t ﬁﬁALbEPGRTAL-, fTEB—'lBﬁ B %mwt a iie;li‘t?ﬁmt&liﬁtﬁ_ ": L”- . N maﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁm
. SIERRA VISFTAAZ B367E v s %aﬁhmgtnn, BC 2@5‘15'—@3@8 BT S
1820 m!?ﬁ . - . 2 F
February 2, 2010 ‘
* The Horiorable Michael B. Donley General Norton'A: Sehwartz -
_ Secretary of the Air Force Chief of Staff of the Air Force -
1670 Air Force, Pentagon 1670 Air Force, Pentagon

_ Washington, D.C. 20330.1670 Washington, D.C, 20330.1670

LDear Secretary Donley and Chlef Schwartz

In less than a month Southern Arlzonans wﬂl have the opportunity to particxpate in a series of public :

- bearings on the pctential impacts of brmgmg the Joint Smke Fighter (JSF) to Tucson. Before these -

‘hearings begin, I want to reiterate my confidence i
Airport as a'base fm' the F-35. Talso want to bring t
constituents — the noise issue.

2nd Fighter Wing at Tucson International
ittention a concern that has been raised by my

 There are many reasons why Tucson wotuld be an e
atcess to airspace and the Barry M. Goldwater Rang
ng at Tucsori ideal basing optxons A decision to
‘opportunities for collaboration with our Allies and permit permstem and continuous operations that will’
greatly benefit the Air Force’s overall readiness posture.

._l_ocatlcm for the F-35. Our unprecedented

Many of my consutuents ‘however, have contacted me regardmg the levet of noise that they beheve will
accompany the Joint Strike Fighter. Because some media reports have indicated that the JSF-is very
‘loud, they are coticerned that the noise could affect their quality of life. Other noise data md1cates that .

the Joint Stnke Fzghter ;s 0o louder than an F-15, F-16 or F/A-18 aircraft.

In an effort to respond to these guestions, I understand that the Air Force has performed a series of tests
to-determine the actual ; noise- output of the F-35 under numerous environmental conditions. 1 have beén
“advised that these noise data-¢ollection tests are the most thorough ever performed for: any fighter .
“aircraft to date. 1 request that, prior to the beginning of the public hearings in March: you release the

- data from those studies. My goal is to ensure the greatest possible transparency and accountabihty inthe
environmental assessment process.

1 believe the Air Force also should take the followmg steps before it makes its [ SF basmg demsmn

A full nmse assessment and overlay for Tucson Alrpm't and Davns—Monthan Au‘ Force Base
An assessment of potential niois¢. -impacts in Tucson;
Real time fly-over measurements in Tucson;
evaiuation of all potermak ﬂlght paths,
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ake-both Davis-Monthan and the 162nd Fighter - .‘
s¢ the F-35 in Tucson would create additional




An assessment of depamzre corrider noise impacts '

A plan for mitigation of noise through fhght path des;gn, departure altltudes, ﬂight tesmctmns
and day/night operational considerations;
An assessment of the actual and percewed noise: dtffcrences between the F-35A and 4 othcr 4
and 5" Generation fighter aircraft, and; .
« A plan for preservation of departure corﬂders ‘or mztlgatlan of noise in developed areas under or
ar()und departure corridors. - ; : R

These actions wﬂl ensure that there is a full examination of the impact on any community that is being
consxdered for basing of the F-35 and will provide factuai ciata, to address queshons that will arise.

Make no rnlstake, I fully support basing the JSF in Tucson Ther:" 1s aiso “widespread suppert in the» L
'tmma! Alrpcr‘t and Davis-

community -for basing this state-of-the-art aircraft at both Tucssi‘; }
Monthan Air Force Base as part of training and operatlonal squadrons e

Sinceihe stblshinentiof angichiehtin 1927, Tucson has proudly setved our nation’s air forces and our
national security missions. We stand ready to continue serving by wcicqmmg a Iarge J SF presence to
Southern Arlzona
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