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Roads Alert - Crack Sealing and Seal Coating
On October 15th and 16th,  Bates Paving and Sealing will be in the association to crack seal and seal coat several streets. 
Lower Via Colorada including the walkway, and lower Camino de Carrillo will be crack sealed and seal coated. Trocha 
Alegre/Via Colorada from south of Paseo Penoso to south of Sendero Chico will be seal coated. Trocha Alegre south of 
Paseo Penoso and Loma del Bribon to east of 6910 Loma del Bribon will be crack sealed and seal coated.

Saguaro Trash Pickup - Holiday Schedule
Due to the Labor Day holiday, our trash and recycle pickup will be delayed one day the week of September 2, 2012.  
Please have your trash and recycling barrels out by 6:00 a.m. Saturday, September 8th, 2012.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

President’s Remarks

Pete Read,
President

River Road Traffic Mitigation 
On Thursday, August 16, 2012, a large 
group of SMR residents attended a 
meeting at the Ward 6 office to 
participate in a discussion of 
problems and solutions regarding 
traffic mitigation at River and 
Craycroft.  Chuck Huckelberry, Pima 
County Administrator was 
represented by Priscilla Cornelio, 
Director,  Pima County Department of 
Transportation and Richard Miranda, 
Tucson City Manager, attended the 
meeting.  At its conclusion, Mr. 
Miranda and Ms. Cornelio made the 
commitment that they would work 

together to address this issue.  
Following is an excerpt from the 
August 21, 2012 weekly newsletter 
from Steve Kozachik, City Council 
Member, that further explains key 
issues discussed at that meeting.

“Last Thursday, I hosted a meeting at the 
Ward office in which we discussed the 
recent annexation of the SE corner of 
River and Craycroft.  To review: The 
Mayor and Council annexed developable 
space on the SE corner, but we joined the 
County in failing to properly prepare the 
roadway capacity for the new traffic. That 
intersection is listed as the 13th worst in 
the region. It’s already over capacity – as 
is the road further to the east and to the 
west – and we’re getting ready to dump 
thousands more vehicle trips onto it 
daily.   I am thankful to the many staff 
and elected officials or their 
representatives who took the time to meet. 
Those included County District’s 1 and 
4, City Ward 2, Tucson DOT, RTA, City 
Manager, County DOT, the developer 
and two impacted HOA’s from the area. 

There were also approximately 50 
concerned residents who came to 
participate.  The take-away from the 
meeting was a commitment from the City 
Manager to initiate the process of 
amending the Pima Association of 
Governments (PAG) transit plan so this 
corridor can once again be considered for 
design and funding. On Friday, the day 
after we met,  Mr. Miranda kept his word 
and sent out this memo:

Subject: River and Craycroft
This message is to affirm last 
night's direction. Specially,  that 
formal communication be sent to 
PAG and Pima County respective 
to opening the processes to amend 
the current plans that are 
applicable to the area so that 
community goals and expectations 
can be addressed.  This direction 
too is that this dialogue include 
coordinated meetings with 
stakeholders to include the citizens 
that we met last night, the ward 
offices and of course Pima County.  
S e c o n d l y , p r o v i d e a 
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communications process that 
allows for the group to know what 
we are doing. This needs to get 
done as soon as possible.

I am grateful to the City Manager and 
his staff for moving on this very 
important issue so quickly. The fact that 
the process will include “coordinated 
meetings with stakeholders” is key. This 
follows the template in place with respect 
to Broadway, Kolb and Grant roads.  It’s 
a good first step, and one that should 
have been taken years ago in preparation 
for the capacity problem that now exists. 
Regional issues require regional 
cooperation and planning – it appears 
that we’re moving in that direction.”

How River Road is redesigned and 
funded will greatly impact our 
community, both as residents of SMR 
and as Pima County taxpayers.  
Please take a few minutes to write a 
letter or an e-mail to share your 
concerns regarding this issue with :

Pima County Administrator, 
C h u c k H u c k e l b e r r y ,  
CHH@pima.gov;
130 West Congress Street, 
10th Floor 
Tucson, Arizona 85701 
Pima County DOT Director, 
Priscilla S. Cornelio, P.E., 201 N. 
Stone Ave., 4th Floor, Tucson, 
Arizona 85701-1207;
Our County District Supervisor, 
Ann Day,  ann.day@pima.gov.
130 W. Congress, 11th Floor
Tucson, AZ 85701

The power of many voices can 
change a community.
I would like to thank Carmen 
Wiswell for putting these notes 
together for me.  Carmen, Dick 
Grisham and John Rourke have 
spearheaded SMR involvement with 
the City and County so as to identify 
potential traffic problems.
Please also note the SMR annual 
meeting will be held on November 
13, 2012 at St Alban’s church.
Pete, peterkread@gmail.com

Architecture

You might all be interested to know 
that the Architecture Committee 
decided at our recent meeting that we 
will make no revisions in our 
Architecture Design Reference (ADR) 
for 2013. We believe that we did a 
good job in our most recent 2012 
version, and the neighborhood seems 
to agree -- I received no complaints, 
comments  or suggestions in response 
to my recent invitation in the Mid-
Summer Newsletter. 
We don’t see the need to add any 
rules at this time. You all seem to 
have a good grasp of what we mean 
by “SMR Look-and-Feel”. No one 
needs greater clarity about “street-
front appearance” and responsibility 
to your neighbors -- with one 
prominent exception, and I will get to 
that in the next paragraph. In short, 
we do not feel it helpful to try to 
anticipate every possibility that might 
be enabled by new technology or new 
homeowner tastes -- and write a rule 
to deal with it. Your side of the 
bargain is to include us in your 
thinking very early in the planning 
process and allow us to help interpret 
the ADR as applied to your goals.
The one notable item of potential 
confusion that is causing us (and 
neighbors) some difficulty this year is 
really a cluster of similar problems. 
Wires, cables, drainage hoses, electric 
power circuits – under whatever 
category that must be extended to 
your roof -- all these have a common 
solution approach. No matter what it 
is or which vender or DIY project did 
it -- they need to be fastened securely 
to the wall in a straight vertical line, 
as inconspicuously as possible, and 

Jim Sanders 
Chairman,
Architecture 
Committee

painted according to the specs on 
Page 5 of the ADR. Comcast and the 
two satellite providers know that the 
cables should be fastened neatly. 
Electricians know the National 
Electrical Code. All that remains is for 
you, the homeowner,  to see that the 
work is properly installed and 
painted.
We believe that the concepts in the 
above paragraph fall within the 
bounds of “neat appearance” -- if we 
tried to write one rule-set that 
covered all the variations of 
“Comcast told me it was OK!”, it 
would be ugly and insulting.  C’mon 
– pitch in and get these fixed. No 
ugly cables waving in the wind, 
painted or unpainted. No visible 
unpainted conduit, period.
Your comments are always welcome.   
jimsanders1@me.com 
or 615-8229

*******

Landscape

Roger Wiswell
Chairman, 
Landscape 
Committee

Weed Control
In August, the HOA completed 
necessary spraying to control 
invasive Buffelgrass and Fountain 
Grass on association property.  This 
effort was discussed in a letter sent to 
all homeowners on August 9, 2012.  
Previous years' efforts have resulted 
in getting very good control of these 
weeds but it is an ongoing effort.  
Yard Appearance
 Many private yards are in need of 
extensive cleanup so I am once again 
reminding homeowners of the 
importance of adhering to our HOA's 
rules and regulations.  An additional 
reminder:  owners are responsible 
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for the appearance of their lots even 
though they are rented or vacant.
A few "to-dos" that require immediate 
attention:

• Remove dead trees, shrubs and 
other plants.

• Prune and trim plants to meet 
minimum vertical clearance 
requirements and to free 
sidewalks from obstructions.

• Remove all debris, weeds or 
other unsightly items from 
property.

• Remove mistletoe from trees.  
Mistletoe is an unsightly parasite 
that will destroy host trees when 
not removed.

• Apply decorative crushed rock 
where needed.

The complete list of yard appearance 
Rules and Regulations is included in 
your association directory and is 
posted on our website: smrhoa.com.  
September Gardening Ideas

• Cool temperature loving herbs 
like dill, cilantro, parsley and 
chives can be planted in 
containers or in the herb or 
vegetable garden.

• Trees and shrubs, including 
citrus, can be planted provided 
adequate moisture is supplied to 
help get the plants' roots 
established before winter sets in 
and slows down growth. 

• If you do some fall planting, be 
mindful of pest control since 
insects will take the opportunity 
to feast on new growth.

Contractor Work
Currently, the landscape crew is 
working in Zone 4 which includes 
Paseo Penoso and Placita del Tio.   In 
the Zone 4 Representative's absence, 
please contact me at 299-2234 if you 
have questions or concerns. 

********

Neighborhood Watch

John Rourke and Jan Stephenson Co-
Chairs, Neighborhood Watch 

There will be another Pima County 
Shred-A-Thon on Saturday, 
September 22, 2012 at Kino Sports 
Complex, 2500 E. Ajo Way, from 8:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Acceptable items 
for shredding are any personal items 
that are loose, folded, stapled or in 
envelopes.  Business documents, 
CDs, DVDs or credit cards will NOT 
be accepted.  This is a great way to 
get rid of sensitive documents 
SAFELY and at NO COST to you.  
The event features drive-thru service 
and all items will be shredded on-site 
before you leave.  Be sure to arrive 
early for this free event which is 
sponsored by the Pima County 
Sheriff’s Department.   For more 
information, please call 351-4615 
during regular business hours.    
On Sunday, August 5, Jean Lass, on 
Trocha Alegre, discovered a large, 
grey parrot sitting under her 
walkway roof between her house and 
garage.  Rather than ignore the bird 
or chase it away, she called Jim 
Sanders who then called us.  After 
several hours of phone work and 
leaving messages with Pima County, 
The Humane Society, Arizona Fish & 
Game as well as several other local 
agencies,  we found the number for 
Tucson Avian Rescue.  Lo and behold, 
that was the only return call we 
received and they had a report of a 
parrot missing around Snyder and 
Kolb.  They were able to contact the 
couple who had reported the bird 
missing and it was returned to its’ 
rightful owners that afternoon.  The 
couple lives in a subdivision adjacent 
to SMR, and they were very grateful 

and thrilled to have their pet parrot 
returned to them.  Turns out the bird 
had been missing since Friday 
evening and had been on its own 
until Sunday afternoon.  Thanks to 
Jim Sanders and especially to Jean 
Lass for her help in getting the bird 
returned to its’ owners.  
There have been several local,  TV 
news articles recently about pushy 
door-to-door solicitors working in 
Tucson neighborhoods.   We have not 
had any reports of solicitors working 
in SMR, but if anyone knocks on your 
door with a solicitation, please call 
your Block Captain immediately.  If 
you feel at all threatened by the 
solicitor, call the police at 911 and 
they will respond.  Soliciting is 
prohibited in our neighborhood.

********

SNAP phone: 437-9556

S.N.A.P.  News
Summer has been a busy time for 
SNAP volunteers helping friends and 
neighbors age-in-place safely. 
According to a recent article in 
“Never Too Late,” a publication of 
Pima Council on Aging (PCOA), 
aging-in-place is not always an easy 
process, especially when accidents 
and health problems occur or when 
family members do not support your 
desire to stay at home in familiar 
surroundings, with familiar faces and 
“stuff.”  Becoming your own Life 
Coach by answering the questions 
below may be one way to help 
yourself with difficult decisions about 
staying at home versus considering 
other alternatives.   
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• Am I able to manage my home 
and life now on my own?  What 
kind and how much additional 
help do I anticipate needing a year 
or two from now?  How much 
stress will this add to my life or to 
family members? 

• What would make me happiest?  
(Consider not just today, but also 
next year or for the rest of your 
life.)

• How do I discern the more 
important from the less important 
and not only right from wrong?  
(Try prioritizing what really 
matters to you and then turn it 
around to discern from your 
family’s perspective.)

• What guidance do I need and 
from whom? What would my 
Grandma have done in this 
situation? (Your own personal 
support group might include a 
spouse, one of your children, a 
friend/neighbor, God/Buddha 
etc. A good support group is like 
having mentors-on-call and gives 

a new meaning to “having friends 
in high places.”)

• Is this a good decision for me right 
now, and will it still be good for 
me in 5 years? (Look for 
compatibility in your physical, 
m e n t a l a n d s p i r i t u a l 
compartments that is consistent 
with your values.)

• What am I not seeing? (When the 
blinders come off, the next 
millimeter of the situation may 
become apparent. After all, what 
we are frequently not seeing is 
what we do not want to see.

Personal life coaching can yield 
remarkable results. Keep on talking…
and listening to your Inner Coach on 
Surround Sound.
Please join us for more talk and fun at 
the Lunch Bunch gathering on 
September 26th.  Bring your own 
Brown Bag lunch to the SMR 
Clubhouse at 11:30. SNAP provides a 
beverage and dessert. This is an 
opportunity to Meet a New Neighbor 
and Make a New Friend! 

Save the Date:  You will receive an 
invitation to attend a SNAP 
educational event Sunday, November 
11th at 1:30 P.M.  There will be 
presentations on CPR, Brain Aerobics, 
Home Safety, Drug Interactions, A 
Matter of Balance and Community 
Resources for Seniors. Information 
will be distributed to some 2500 
persons in the SNAP Service Area 
(bordered by Sunrise, Kolb, Craycroft 
and River Roads). Since we expect a 
larger crowd than can be 
accommodated in our clubhouse for 
this event, the programs will take 
place at St. Alban’s Church (where 
the SMR Annual Meeting for 2012 
will also be held).  
Enjoy the rest of the lazy days of 
summer.
Tiny Read
SNAP Coordinator

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
G a s l i g h t T h e a t e r ’ s 
Production of “BACK to the 
PAST” – JULY 26TH
Twenty SMR residents and 
guest went back in time via 
the wildly crazy, wonderful 
production of “Back to the 
Past” presented by the very 

talented actors of the Gaslight Theater.  Not a toe or shoulder was still during 
the entire performance and yeas and nays with boos and hisses filled the 
rafters of this amazing theater.

The next Gaslight Theater production is “The Phantom of the Opera” and begins August 30 thru November 11 – a must 
see!
September 20th at 5:30PM will be the next Thirsty Thursday.   We will have an Apple dessert contest –mmmmmmm --  
Ann and I will start fermenting the apple juice now and you get your favorite recipe out, maybe you will be the GOLD 
METAL winner!
CHANGE IN SCHEDULE:
Our new schedule for Hospitality get-together's is:  September, December, March, May and July.  We will continue having 
these events on the 3rd Thursday of the selected months at 5:30, unless otherwise advised.  December will feature your 
creative talents with the best-designed Holiday sweatshirt.   Michael’s already has holiday craft items available including 
battery-operated lights for clothing!  Prizes, prizes, yes, and more prizes!

Hospitality 
Ann Lerner and 
Fran Calene, 
Co-Chairs, 
Hospitality
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Are you interested in joining a: 
 POKER GROUP ?              DINING OUT GROUP ?                    GAME NIGHT GROUP?                 Starting any legal type 
group?
Call Ann Lerner @ 299-4149  or  Fran Calene @ 399-4215

MEETING YOUR NEIGHBORS:
Welcome to the first in a series of columns the Hospitality Committee is introducing called "MEETING YOUR 
NEIGHBORS", where it will be our pleasure to introduce new neighbors and welcome them into our community. In 
addition, since we have such an interesting community, we'd like to invite all our SMR neighbors to step into our 
spotlight and share their interests and life experiences with all of us. Help us to make "MEETING YOUR NEIGHBORS" a 
fun and vibrant column, and join us in getting to know even more of our neighbors, new and established, in the months 
to come.
This month, we'd like to introduce Annetta Brady and Dick McGann. Originally from Raleigh, N.C., this art-loving, 
vibrant couple are in the midst of the "moving-in project" we're all too familiar with. Despite all the challenges in settling 
in, they're already planning to take part in SMR activities and events.
Annetta, who earned her master's degree in French Literature, has taught French and has served as the Director of Small 
Business Development for an Import/Export Company. She's also a silver designer,  and as soon as they feel settled in, 
she's hoping to set up her design studio.
Dick was a management consultant dealing mainly in financial services. He and his hiking buddy, their Welsh Terrier, 
Moxie, regularly hike the trails in and around Tucson. Dick's also a member of the Sonoran Desert Weed Whackers. 
Accompanied by a ranger,  the group's purpose is to help rid the area of bufflegrass. And, as if all this outdoor activity 
weren't enough, Dick's writing a book, a mystery novel ! We can't wait to see "whodunit".
We welcome Annetta and Dick to SMR and know you'll enjoy meeting them as much as we have.
Ann Lerner and Carolyn Sanger
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Meditation Class to resume
Meditation classes, focussing on breathing, balance and relaxation, will resume on October 1. Classes meet in the 
clubhouse from 4-5:30PM. Contact Jim Sahler  577 8884 for information.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Quality Commercial and Residential Remodeling

Jamie Riddle
Licensed Contractor

                   ROC: 265650, licensed, bonded, insured

 4759 N. Tomnitz pl   Tucson, AZ 85750
T: 520-465-8092     E: jjriddle02@me.com

www.djrconstructionaz.com
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September 2012
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1
2 3 4 Spanish I 

10AM-noon;
5 Yoga 9:30AM-11AM; 6 Spanish III 

10:15AM-12:15PM 
7 Spanish II 
10AM-12PM; 
 ;

8

9 10 11 Spanish I 
10AM-noon; 
Architecture 
Comm. 2PM

12 Yoga 9:30AM-11AM; 
Landscape Comm. 
1:30-3:30PM; Finance 
Comm. 4-5PM

13 Spanish III 
10:15AM-12:15PM; 
SMRHOA Board 2PM

14 Spanish II 
10AM-12PM;   

15

16 17 18 19 Yoga 9:30AM-11AM; 20 Thirsty Thursday 
5:30-7:30PM

21 22

23 24 25 26 Yoga 9:30AM-11AM; 
SNAP Lunch Bunch 
11:30AM-1PM

27 Private 1-3PM; 28 Private 
2-10PM

29

30 Private 
11-4:30PM
To reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.comTo reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.comTo reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.comTo reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.comTo reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.comTo reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.comTo reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.com
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 Meditation 
Class 
4-5:30PM

2 Spanish I 
10AM-noon

3 Yoga 9:30AM-11AM 4 Spanish III 
10:15AM-12:15PM

5 Spanish II 
10AM-12PM;   

6 Private 
1-4PM

7 Private 
1-4PM

8 Meditation 
Class 
4-5:30PM

9 Spanish I 
10AM-noon; 
Architecture 
Comm. 2PM

10 Yoga 9:30AM-11AM;  
Landscape 1:30-3:30PM; 
Finance Comm. 4-5PM

11 Spanish III 
10:15AM-12:15PM; 
SMRHOA Board 2PM

12 Spanish II 
10AM-12PM; 
 ;

13

14 15Meditation 
Class 
4-5:30PM

16 Spanish I 
10AM-noon

17 Yoga 9:30AM-11AM; 18 Spanish III 
10:15AM-12:15PM;

19 Spanish II 
10AM-12PM;   

20

21 22Meditation 
Class 
4-5:30PM

23 Spanish I 
10AM-noon

24 Yoga 9:30AM-11AM; 25 Spanish III 
10:15AM-12:15PM 
Private 1-3PM;

26 Spanish II 
10AM-12PM;   

27

28 29Meditation 
Class 
4-5:30PM

30 Spanish I 
10AM-noon

31 Yoga 9:30AM-11AM; 
SNAP Lunch Bunch 
11:30AM-1PM

  

To reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.comTo reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.comTo reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.comTo reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.comTo reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.comTo reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.comTo reserve space in the clubhouse, please call or email Sue Gigax 299-1180; suegigax@q.com
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