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This week’s half-mast events begin with the
murder of Michael Winchester outside of the
Oklahoma City Will Rogers World Airport
last week. He was just leaving work when he
was shot dead from about 50 yards away from
the 4th floor of a parking garage. For the second week in a row, I’m sharing an incident in
which the suspect was also found dead from a
self-inflicted gunshot wound. There are clear anger management and behavioral
health issues going on. And those raise the question of prohibiting possession of
firearms while those sorts of concerns are being addressed.
This is Congressman Danny Davis. He has
represented Chicago in Congress for over
20 years. He has a reason for looking saddened. Last Saturday his 15 year old grandson was shot and killed in a dispute between him and a couple of other teens over
shoes.

PAGE

2

Continued: A Message From Steve
Important
Phone Numbers
Ward 6 Office
791-4601
Tucson Police
Department
911 or nonemergency
791-6813
Water Issues
791-3242/800-598-9449

Emergency: 791-4133
Street Maintenance
791-3154
Graffiti Removal
792-2489
Abandoned
Shopping Carts
791-3171
Neighborhood
Resources
837-5013

In the aftermath, Mr. Davis rhetorically asked “where did the gun come from, how did he
get it, what could have prevented this tragedy, better education, better parenting?” This is
yet another example of the need for greater vigilance in curbing gun violence.
In Stanislaus County, California last week a 20 year sheriff’s office veteran was shot and
killed when responding to a suspicious car call. The car was stolen – eventually recovered,
and the suspect arrested.
And just south of us in Sahuarita an officer shot and killed an armed suspect as he responded to a domestic violence call – another example of that. And a DV suspect shot and
killed a U.S. Marshal in Ludowici, Georgia during a shootout at his mobile home. The
suspect was also killed.
Gun violence is undeniably pervasive. You may be surprised to read below that our state
Attorney General believes that having more guns on the street makes our communities
safer places.
Last Friday I took part in the special screening of Miss Sloane.
The Loft hosted this exclusive first time showing of this important show. In attendance
were Tom and Caren Teves. They’re the parents of one of the victims of the Aurora theater massacre. Their son Alex was shot while shielding his girlfriend from the gunfire. She
left the theater unharmed. Alex was a UA grad.
Friday was Caren’s first time in a movie theater since the Aurora incident. She and Tom
have joined the nationwide movement fighting for common sense gun control. You can
see how that’s playing out by visiting www.everytown.org.

SunTran/SunLink
792-9222
TDD: 628-1565
Environmental
Services
791-3171
Park Tucson
791-5071
Planning and
Development
Services 791-5550
Pima Animal Care
Center
724-5900
Pima County Vector
Control
Cockroaches 724-3401

Miss Sloane is about the heavy lobbying that goes
on by the NRA in D.C. over gun control. That lobbying goes on locally as well. I saw that directly
when I held the buyback a few years ago. Safeway
was on the receiving end of nationwide calls from
the gun guys suggesting they’d boycott Safeway if
they took part in the buyback. To their great credit, they did not back down to the pressure and we
distributed over $11,000 in Safeway gift cards
during the buyback.
Miss Sloane will be in theaters around town close
to the end of the year. Once again, many thanks to
Peg Johnson and her crew over at the Loft for getting out ahead on this issue.
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Politics of Gun Control
We saw more evidence of the politicization of gun control on the local level last week. Attorney General Brnovich issued an opinion on our case related to the disposition of property
– guns in this case. Embedded in his decision were all the earmarks of how when the underlying issue is guns, a rational evaluation of legal issues flies out the window. The charge
brought was based on a new law the state passed last term – SB1487. I’ll walk through his
decision to make the point.
First it’s important to note that Brnovich didn’t conclude that we’re violating the law. His
decision says we “may” be in violation. That non-decision brings some very real fallout to
us. Specifically, we are forced under the new law to post a $70M bond just to have our case
heard in court. If this were about election law, that’d be called a poll tax. It’s so fundamentally unconstitutional that I’m amazed even an ideologue like the A.G. let it stand. Here’s
the language from his decision that forces that result:

Brnovich takes the position – maybe – that destroying firearms is of statewide importance
and so we’d be preempted by state law from doing it. Note in the last 2 lines of this excerpt
from the decision where he dances around even that position. Our policy is “most likely
not” a purely city decision. This is a legal decision. So far we’ve seen that we “may be in
violation,” and that our local policy “may not be a purely municipal affair.” Nothings concrete in the decision that’s forcing us Tucson’s
to fund a $70M
bond to fight it.
Birthday

Important
Phone Numbers
Senator John
McCain (R)
520-670-6334
Senator Jeff
Flake (R)
520-575-8633
Congresswoman
Martha McSally (R)
(2nd District)
(202) 225-2542
Tucson Office: 520881-3588
Congressman
Raul Grijalva (D)
(3th District)
520-622-6788
Governor Doug
Ducey (R)
602-542-4331
Tucson office:
520-628-6580
Mayor Jonathan
Rothschild
520-791-4201

He goes on to argue that the state needs to protect the 2nd amendment and therefore our disposing of guns must be preempted. How does destroying a gun run afoul of the 2nd amendment? Well it’s all supply and demand. If we’re forced to sell all of the guns TPD ends up
with (either through crime evidence, by people turning them in voluntarily as happened during my buyback, or however,) then there’ll be more guns out in circulation. Having more to
buy lowers the price. According to Brnovich, that “generally facilitates the right to bear
arms.” Here’s that part of his decision:
ZoomTucson Map
http://
maps.tucsonaz.gov
/zoomTucson/
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He also says it’s the states responsibility to protect the public safety. In this case more
guns on the street equals safer streets. So, if we’re not allowed to destroy any guns, everyone is safer. Refer back up to the half-staff item about Congressman Davis in Chicago. I
suspect he’d have a differing opinion.
Here’s that piece of the decision:

And in a final exhibition of tortured logic, he says preventing us from destroying guns
“preserves order” in society. If we confiscate a gun in a crime, and it’s no longer needed
as evidence, Brnovich believes forcing us to sell it back into circulation preserves order in
the community. Here’s where he makes that claim:
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And in the conclusion, he circles back to the whole notion that all of this “may” be a violation of state law.

The underlying question of the constitutionality of SB1487 is addressed in a 3 line footnote
embedded in the middle of his 11 page decision. Here’s how he chose to dodge even touching that issue:

The decision Brnovich issued places $138M in our state shared revenues at risk. It forces us
to post a $70M bond merely for the right to defend ourselves in court. It gives the A.G. judicial authority, clearly crossing the lines
of separation
of powers. Toss out due process – toss
Tucson’s
Birthday
out the whole idea of balance of powers – bury those under the fact that this is about breaking a gun. The idea is so unthinkable to this state legislature, this governor, and this attorney
general, that your tax money will now be spent unravelling that mess of a law.
I just wanted you to see how this fiscally conservative legislature and governor are using
your money. There are a lot of politics behind his not doing the right thing.
Depending on what the A.G. decides to do with this complaint, I’ll be writing more about
this in the days ahead. For now it’s important to note that if we were to see a reduction in
our state shared revenues by the $138M called out in SB1487, it would result in more
layoffs, which would affect our ability to provide core services. A reduction of that amount
would equate to about 1,500 employees cut from the payroll. That would impact response
times in all of our public safety agencies, cuts to transit services, closing community pools,
and other recreational activities.
The $70M bond represents more than we have available in our unassigned fund balance
(rainy day fund.) If we posted a bond like that we’d be totally vulnerable to all of the economic uncertainty we’re all living with during this change of administrations. And remember all of this is happening because of legislation coming at us from Phoenix. Nobody can
predict what more might be coming this session. Undercutting our reserves is not an option.
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Moving Forward Panel
Now that the election is behind us, how might we move forward in a less hyper-partisan
manner than what we just saw during the campaigns? And in what we see in the Brnovich
decision on gun disposal? Catherine Tornbom of the Center for Community Dialogue and I
have scheduled a public forum to talk about exactly that.
When she and I were reflecting on the recent campaigns, and how ugly they became, we
decided one thing we can do is to engage the public with elected officials to have an open
dialogue on how we move forward, despite the tenor of the last 18 months. Because I believe the media has a role to play in setting the tone, and in accurately reporting events, I
suggested we include them as well.
On Monday, December 5th, from 6pm until 8pm we will gather at Temple Emanuel to talk
about what just occurred, and how we move forward now that the election results are in.
As I said to Catherine, there’s no sense in doing this if it’s not bi-partisan.
I’ve invited newly elected State Representatives Kirsten Engel (D) and Todd Clodfelter
(R) to sit on the panel. Mr. Clodfelter reconsidered due to a scheduling conflict after we
had already booked the venue. As of this writing, I’m looking for a Republican replacement so the panel stays balanced. In addition, re-elected TUSD Board members Kristel
Foster and Mark Stegeman will be taking part. And from the media I wanted someone who
hosts a show from the left, and from the right. Taking those seats will be John C. Scott
(1210am – M-F from 3pm until 5pm,) and Shaun McClusky (1030am – Saturday’s from
1pm until 3pm.)
The general format will be my inviting each panel member to reflect on what they just
went through, and to comment on what they see coming – and how they view their respective roles in tamping down the rhetoric. Then the audience will break out into small groups
and answer pretty much those same topics and report back to the panelists how they (you )
want to see the politics of the day be expressed going forward. Panelists will then respond,
and we’ll close the event.
We don’t improve by separating ourselves from one another, regardless of how our politics
may differ. I hope you can join us on the 5th and take part in this timely and important
community conversation.
Temple Emanuel is located at 225 N. Country Club. I’m very grateful to Rabbi Sam Cohon
for opening his doors and hosting this event.
UA in the Election Aftermath
And on a similar note, I wanted to share this letter sent out by UA President Ann Hart in an
effort to send a healing message to the campus community during the unrest we’ve been
seeing since the election. I applaud her for taking the initiative in sending this much needed message.
To the UA Campus Community,
The days since the election have included protests, conflict, celebration, and tri-
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umph, as well as overt instances of offensive and disrespectful actions. The University of Arizona has not been immune to these pressures.
As members of the University of Arizona community, we are fortunate that we can
find answers by relying upon our core values and mission of teaching, learning, research, and service. I encourage everyone in the UA community to use our intellectual resources to engage in dialogue with students, staff, and faculty to create greater
understanding and clarity around the issues raised during and after the election.
The principles and structures of democracy and the rule of law are essential foundational features of our lives as Americans. We rely on our values to shape our humanity and our institutional life here at the University of Arizona--values like mutual respect, inclusive excellence, free inquiry, and freedom of speech.
We call on everyone in the University of Arizona community to use the system of
democratic action and law that has preserved our nation, even in times of terrible
stress, for 240 years. Speak up, use lawful means to express your political beliefs
and affect the laws of the land, and always strive to preserve and advance the principles of inclusive excellence that we apply to our lives and work at the University of
Arizona.
Please know our commitment to your safety, your right to free speech, and your opportunity to be welcome and included in our University of Arizona community has
never, and will never, waver.
Ann Weaver Hart
President The University of Arizona

Tucson’s Birthday

Chief Magnus Also Weighs In
The community protests were not confined to the UA campus. And the concerns raised over
people’s status since the election have largely been the focus of those protests. The City of
Tucson is an immigrant welcoming city. We pride ourselves in that. We’ve made changes to
our police general orders, consistent with federal law, but respectful of the rights of all people. Since the election questions have been raised over whether those policies we have in
place will now be altered due to changes in administration, and based on campaign comments. To clarify our intentions, and to ease community concerns, Chief Magnus offered
this statement last week.
I have received several calls/e-mails from members of the public and the media inquiring as
to whether TPD is making any plans to change its policies or approaches to immigration
enforcement. Here is the information I am providing them:
The Tucson Police Department has worked very hard over a period of years to develop and
insure a relationship of trust and partnership with our large immigrant community. The
very fabric of our city is interwoven with residents from diverse backgrounds, representing
many races and ethnicities, that come from a wide range of places. Tucsonans pride themselves on kindness and inclusiveness.
It is important our residents understand that the policies and practices put in place over the
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past decade to direct and clarify how our officers interact with undocumented persons
and handle immigration enforcement issues are not changing. The Tucson Police Department will continue to work with our federal law enforcement partners in a manner
consistent with federal and state laws regulating immigration and protecting the civil
rights, privileges and immunities of all persons. This means we make notifications associated with certain contacts and arrests when the individuals involved are a direct threat to
public safety, are wanted for serious crimes, or have federal arrest warrants.
The Tucson Police Department recognizes that the enforcement of state and federal
laws related to immigration is a complex effort and that the need for community trust and
cooperation is an essential component of policing and public safety. Entangling local policing with additional immigration enforcement responsibilities would seriously compromise our ability maintain the trust and support of our diverse community. If any of our
residents believe that by reporting a crime, seeking assistance, or working with the police
to make their neighborhoods safer will cause them to be unconstitutionally detained for
an extended time or deported, our community becomes less secure. We will not compromise our commitment to community policing and public safety by taking on immigration
enforcement responsibilities that appropriately rest with federal authorities.
There’s chatter about some initiatives coming related to the feds calling on public officials
to sign newly crafted loyalty oaths, specific to the immigration issue. We saw those in the
aftermath of the civil war, after WWII, in the ‘50’s under the McCarthy hearings, and in
the ‘60’s the U.S. Supreme Court began striking them down. We each swore an oath when
we took office. I would certainly hope this new administration doesn’t have it in mind to
take us back to the pre-‘60’s days and force more legal battles over people’s rights of association.
There’s also talk of a registry for Muslims. Over the weekend there was a summit on antisemitism held by the Anti-Defamation League. During his speech to the group, ADL CEO
Jonathan Greenblatt said this:
I pledge to you right here and now, because I care about the fight against antiSemitism, that if one day in these United States, if one day Muslim-Americans will be
forced to register their identities, then that is the day that this proud Jew will register as
a Muslim.
In solidarity with my Muslim friends, I’ll do the same.
And if I know Tucsonans, that list will be much longer than my name having been added.
My bride’s family is Danish. There’s the story of the Danish king who said if there came a
time when his country’s Jews had to wear a gold star to “register” their identity, then he’d
make sure that all of Denmark would too.
I opened this newsletter with a review of the Brnovich refusal to uphold the constitution in
his decision over gun disposal. We’re better than all of this.
Alitas House
On a similar note, since a month before the election, we’ve been seeing a significant increase in the number of families being dropped off at the midtown house that’s serving as
the transition point for Central American families fleeing persecution in Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador. Their fear is a wall being built and so they began risking their lives
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to get to the U.S. and relatives before that happened.
The immediate result for the ministry is the need for travel essentials. That includes things
like packaged food, toiletries in small individual sizes, small kid’s games and coloring
books, water, socks, blankets – whatever you’d pack if you were getting on a bus for a 3 day
trip with a couple of youngsters.
If you’re so inclined, please drop off those sorts of supplies here at the Ward 6 office. We’ll
make the transfer to the Alitas House people.
Trust, but Verify
Not everyone can be trusted. This is a picture shared with me by Dave
Bright – a community member who lives in the Peter Howell neighborhood. It’s a wireless sensor mounted to the inside of a mailbox that
alerts the owner when somebody has opened the box.
The holiday season is right around the corner. That often brings an uptick in mail theft. We’ve seen mail theft incidents in several midtown
neighborhoods. This gadget is one that could help you avoid becoming
a victim.
The sensor can be configured so that instead of sending an alert to your
home security company, it can send you a text or an email. Security
service providers offer varying options, so you’d need to check with
yours to find out what you can get. These are the very same type of
wireless sensor you see mounted on your doors and windows. And the USPS is fine with
them being mounted on your mailbox.

Tucson’s Birthday

Timely option – maybe even a gift idea for someone you love. As police receive information about a rash of mail theft, it gives them an opportunity to focus enforcement on a
given area.

Mat Bevel's Museum Of Kinetic Art Store
Mailboxes are local – so is Mat Bevel’s place over
on Broadway. It’s in the Sunshine Mile.
This is a very cool “museum of kinetic art.”
They’re hosting an exhibit on Saturday, December
3rd from 5pm until 8pm. They’ll have on display
nearly 100 mechanized sculptures – each one made
from recycled items. The sculptor, Ned Schaper
will be on site.
This is a totally kid-friendly place, and the exhibit
has been shown to record setting crowds at the Tucson Museum of Art a few years ago. If

9

PAGE

10

you’ve got questions, please give them a call at 604.6273. They’re located at 2855 E.
Broadway. And I hope to see you there on the 3rd.
Rincon Heights Streetscape
And up the road and right around the corner from the museum is Rincon Heights. They
sent in a bunch of attractive streetscape photos – the initiative I’m interested in helping to
promote. We hear the negative far too often and don’t spend time showing examples of all
the good that exists right in our own neighborhoods.

The work done in the chicane is an example
of how the Rincon Heights neighbors take
care of their own spaces – and beautify their
own neighborhood.

And here you can see the fruit of their own labor in putting trees and catch basins in the Rincon Heights rights of
way. I pass through their area pretty regularly and can
vouch for the hard work they’ve invested. Thanks to
Christine Wilke and the others who took a minute to send
these shots, and others in.
Join them and we can show the rest of the community the
examples we have all around town of these attractive
streetscapes.

More on the Sunshine Mile
I’ve asked for another study session item related to the Broadway expansion. This time
with a new partner at the table. The City is prevented from conducting negotiations with
potential sellers in ways that the Rio Nuevo Board is not. And since Broadway is within
the Tax Increment Finance (TIF) District, they’ve got an incentive to turn properties into
tax generating operations. Here’s the letter I submitted to get a M&C conversation moving
on how we can engage with Rio to save businesses along the Sunshine Mile.
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Last week the Rio Board voted unanimously to accept that offer and join the City in trying
to save businesses along Broadway. This is the text of their agenda item:
7) Broadway Corridor/Sunshine Mile – Possible Action
Due to the widening of Broadway from Euclid to Country Club, dozens of TIF merchants
could be displaced, properties demolished. Informal discussions between Board members
and the City of Tucson (“City”) have explored the possibility of the District taking possession of and repurposing certain properties acquired by the City. The Board will discuss and
may vote to take action on such issues which could include directing the executive officers,
staff and/or counsel to take the actions necessary to advance these discussions
The Rio vote is not a guarantee of any outcome, but it is important in order for me to present to the M&C that they’re willing to at least get involved. First the City has to take ownership of properties. Then Rio can look at what’s on the table and make offers if they
choose to for their purchase and restoration. I’ll include a few excerpts of the letter shared
with me by the Rio president, Fletcher McCusker. It’s included in full along with my study
session request.

11

PAGE

12

Those excerpts from the letter demonstrate Rio understands the history and potential of
preserving certain properties along the corridor. Here they more fully explain the potential
partnership:

I’d add that we also need to revise the IGA M&C agreed to that mandates demolition of
buildings being severed by the roadway within 180 days after they become vacant.
There’s no reason to demolish a building that’s not a public health and safety hazard until
Rio has had a chance to take a look and decide whether or not they see enough value in it
to propose funding restoration. That issue is noted in a letter we received from the city
manager after I had submitted the study session request. In that letter Manager Ortega
writes this:
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CM Kozachik convened a meeting to discuss a concept he had been exploring to engage the
Rio Nuevo District as part of the land use redevelopment opportunities along the Broadway
corridor. Specifically, since the Corridor is within the RN District, there may be opportunities available through RN not available otherwise. Following is a summary of how RN
could potentially be involved in this project:
1. The City could ask the IGA with the RTA be revised to give us more flexibility in addressing building demolitions within the 180 day timeframe. For any of the buildings being severed by the right-of-way (ROW), the 180-day-from-vacancy timeline will be extended if
there are active plans for a demolition alternative provided to and approved by the City at
the time the building becomes vacant. We could also simply ask the IGA be changed to eliminate the 180 day time-frame.
2. RN would be notified once the City acquires property for them to explore how RN could
possibly redevelop/repurpose the property. If RN chooses not to acquire the property from
the City, the City would dispose of the property including possible demolition. The city
would work with RN to combine properties to maximize the potential for repurposing.
This engagement from RN could provide us with a different revenue source and could bring
additional value to the ultimate development of remnant parcels as well as the possible repurposing of buildings along the Broadway corridor.
Also on 12/6 we’ll be reviewing a study that measures the value in adaptive reuse of existing buildings. Those along Broadway all qualify. The study is called “Older, Smarter, Better
in Tucson.” It measures how the character of buildings alters the vitality of an urban area.
The study also measures job creation, how preservation impacts the issue of local businesses vs. chains, accessibility by car, bike and foot, and comparing construction costs between
Tucson’s
doing tenant improvements to existing
buildings asBirthday
compared to new construction. In all
measures the preservation strategy is found to be valuable.
Despite all the controversy and contention that has been tied to this RTA road project, I’m
still confident we can find good solutions before it’s done. I’m looking forward to a positive
outcome on 12/6 that will allow us to move ahead in this partnership with Rio in a way that
promotes economic development along Broadway in ways that won’t happen if all we do is
take down buildings and hope.
Raytheon
Last weekend there were a flurry of media reports that made it sound as if the region had
come together and all agreed on terms of a multi-jurisdiction deal with Raytheon. The governor, county administrator and CEO of Sun Corridor all were quoted as suggesting all
that’s left is a few signatures.
The only one who got it right was the Mayor. He correctly stated that these are highly technical negotiations and that until all the terms have been agreed to, it’s premature to announce a deal.
We all want to preserve Raytheon, and to put the tools in place to allow them to grow. If the
state has come to terms on their part of the arrangement, great. If that’s also true of the
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county, great, too. We still have some work to do in order to ensure we’re being responsible stewards of your tax dollars.
The talk of around 2,000 high paying jobs out at the Sonoran Corridor is absolutely something we’re supportive of. But there are issues related to the Constitutional Gift Clause
that we have to wrap into any deal. And as of the Saturday headline, those terms had not
been finalized.
We’ll be talking more about the contract in executive session on Tuesday. I suspect we’ll
get there. It’s important enough that we put everything that makes sense into getting the
deal done. But everyone but Jonathan was out ahead of the parade in announcing a final
deal. It made for a very comforting headline, but there’s still work to be done.
The importance of Raytheon and that whole region is why I was so disappointed when the
Sonoran Corridor bond item went down to defeat last fall. It was embedded with 98 other
projects, and 6 other questions on the ballot. It was too much for the voters to digest. I
would still support running the connection of I-10 and I-19 as a single shot question on
next November’s ballot. It would take a vote by the Board of Supervisors to get it to the
ballot though.
Pet adoptions have resumed out at Pima Animal Care Center. Last week I shared that
due to some illnesses, they were placing adoptions on hold. The’ve now gotten the place
safe and ready to let people come in and find their new four legged family members.
Tucson Wildlife Center

A while back I reported to you that the Game & Fish Department had been threatening to remove the licensing for rescue
and rehabilitation of animals out at the Tucson Wildlife Center.
Things seemed to have died down, but now G&F appears to be
back at it. I received a letter requesting support last week, support I’m happy to give to Lisa Bates and her staff and volunteers.
At the same time Game and Fish is generating positive publicity by increasing rewards
being offered for poachers who have killed deer recently, they’re so far avoiding any of
the negative press that will legitimately come if they shut down the Center – or if they
take it over and run it themselves. The Center has put in place significant medical and care
facilities. The state doesn’t need to come in and confiscate the work done for years by this
group.
(on a side note – if you have information on the whitetail deer that was poached on October 9th in the Catalina’s, call Operation Game Thief at 800.352.0700. The reward is now
$1,000.)
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Tucson Wildlife Center cares for animals brought in and
eventually returns them to their place out in the wild.
Lisa has a small paid staff, and as is not uncommon for
non-profits, the work of the volunteers is really what keeps
them able to operate and perform this valuable service.
They’ve been in operation for over 20 years. Due to the
costs and training involved, you won’t find many other examples of what they do.
G&F doesn’t need to step in
and upset their great work.
I’ve previously reached out
to G&F and asked for some relief on behalf of the Tucson
Wildlife Center. I know I’m not alone in having done that.
Earlier attempts were just blown off. I’ve got another request
in – but felt while that is in play I’d also share with you the
general plea I’ve received from the Center’s Board of Directors. It pretty clearly lays out what’s at stake.

Tucson’s Birthday
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Their phone number is shown on the letterhead. I’m sure Lisa and her Board would appreciate a call and letter of support.
Early Childhood Education
We’re still looking over options related to a proposed Charter change that would go towards funding road repair, public safety, and some outside chance of parks being a part of
the discussion. We’ve now held 3 open houses, and we’ve got 2 public hearings scheduled
for between now and the end of our December 6th regular meeting. Raising the sales tax
by ½ cent will yield about $50M towards the capital needs.
Competing with that question is a group that has taken out petitions in support of a sales
tax earmarked for early childhood education. Here’s the letter we received notifying us
that had been done.
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There’s nobody on the M&C who would argue against early childhood education. This is an
example of competing, important needs. The group first has to gather their signatures. If
they do, next November may see multiple taxing items on the same ballot. It’s another reason we should get some of our capital needs to the ballot next spring. Too much in the way
of asking for tax increases all piled on the same ballot is a recipe for bringing them all
down, regardless of their individual merits.

Each week we’re honored to have the Tucson Colored Pencil Artists use our community
room for their work. They’ve held workshops here, but more generally they gather and
spend the afternoon drawing and sharing the friendships they’ve built up over the years. The
talent in the group is amazing.
Last week I received a note from Youth on their Own, the local non-profit that works with
youth who are going through their own tough situations. The note from YOTO indicated the
group we affectionately call the “pencil ladies” had donated $200 to the YOTO work. I
wanted to close this newsletter by joining Youth on their Own in thanking our pencil ladies
for that wonderful act of generosity. We’re all in this together, and that expression of kindness didn’t go unnoticed.
Sincerely,

Tucson’s
Birthday
Steve Kozachik
Ward 6 Council Member
ward6@tucsonaz.gov

Events and Entertainment
Broadway in Tucson: The Sound of Music
Tuesday, November 29 – Sunday, December 4, 2016
UA Centennial Hall
Broadway in Tucson presents a brand new production of "The Sound of Music," directed by
three-time Tony Award® winner Jack O'Brien. The beloved musical story of Maria and the
von Trapp family will once again thrill audiences with its Tony®-, Grammy®- and Academy Award®-winning Best Score, including "My Favorite Things," "Do-Re-Mi," "Climb
Ev'ry Mountain," "Edelweiss" and the title song. www.broadwayintucson.com/
shows_sound.html
Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair
Saturday, November 26 – Sunday, November 27, 2016 | 9 am – 4 pm each day
Reid Park, 22nd St & Country Club
The Tucson Parks and Recreation department presents the annual Holiday Arts & Crafts
Fair in Reid Park. Come get a jump on your holiday shopping. This free event will draw in
more than 140 vendors from all over the Southwest, ranging from artists, crafters, photogra-
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phers, painters, potters, jewelers, and more. This Thanksgiving weekend fair has become a
tradition for many holiday shoppers for more than 30 years. Visitors are encouraged to use
the Concert Place entrance from Country Club Road for ample free parking.
TSO SuperPops! Holiday Special: Home Alone in Concert
Saturday, November 26, 2016 | 4 pm Matinee
Sunday, November 27, 2016 | 2 pm Matinee
Tucson Music Hall, 260 S Church Ave
The Tucson Symphony Orchestra presents "Home Alone," a beloved comedy classic movie featuring renowned composer John Williams' charming and delightful score performed
by the TSO and chorus live with images projected on the "big screen", with conductor Vinay Parameswaran at Tucson Music Hall. tucsonsymphony.org

Ongoing
Tucson Botanical Gardens, 2150 N Alvernon Way | www.tucsonbotanical.org
“Frida Kahlo: Art, Garden, Life” Exhibit, October 10, 2016 – May 31, 2017
Southern Arizona Transportation Museum, 414 N Toole Ave |
www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org
UA Mineral Museum, 1601 E University Blvd | www.uamineralmuseum.org
Jewish History Museum, 564 S Stone Ave | www.jewishhistorymuseum.org
Fox Theatre, 17 W Congress St | www.FoxTucsonTheatre.org
Hotel Congress, 311 E Congress St | hotelcongress.com
Loft Cinema, 3233 E Speedway Blvd | www.loftcinema.com
Rialto Theatre, 318 E Congress St | www.rialtotheatre.com
Arizona State Museum, 1013 E University Blvd | www.statemuseum.arizona.edu
Arizona Theater Company, 330 S Scott Ave | www.arizonatheatre.org
The Rogue Theatre, The Historic Y, 300 E University Blvd | www.theroguetheatre.org
Tucson Museum of Art, 140 N Main Ave | www.TucsonMusuemofArt.org
Tucson Convention Center, 260 S Church St | tucsonconventioncenter.com
Meet Me at Maynards, 311 E Congress St | www.MeetMeatMaynards.com
A social walk/run through the Downtown area. Every Monday, rain or shine, holidays too!
Check-in begins at 5:15pm.
Mission Garden, 929 W Mission Ln | www.tucsonbirthplace.org
A living agricultural museum and ethnobotanical garden at the site of Tucson's Birthplace
(the foot of "A-Mountain"). For guided tours call 520-777-9270.
Children's Museum Tucson, 200 S 6th Ave | www.childernsmuseumtucson.org

