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Ward 6 Staff 

Half-Staff 
Locally last week there were two home invasion 

shootings. One in midtown had one victim. The shooter 

escaped. Then there was a double homicide over on 

Monticito. Like the first one, this was not a random 

shooting. The victims (two of them) evidently knew 

each other and chose guns as the option of choice to 

settle their dispute. Nobody won. 

 

In Columbia, South Carolina, an ex-boyfriend shot his former girlfriend, and her 

one-year-old and three-year-old kids. Then he shot himself. What an absolute waste 

of lives. 

 

And you’ve heard by 

now of last weekend’s 

mass shooting in the 

Ft. Lauderdale 

airport.  

 

As I write this, there 

are five dead, with 

another eight 

hospitalized. The 
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Continued: A Message From Steve 

Ward 6 Office 
791-4601 

 
Tucson Police 
Department 

911 or nonemergency 
791-6813 

 

Water Issues 
791-3242/800-598-9449 
Emergency: 791-4133 

 

Street Maintenance 
791-3154 

 
Graffiti Removal 

792-2489  
 

Abandoned 
Shopping Carts  

791-3171 
 

Neighborhood 
Resources  
837-5013 

 

SunTran/SunLink 
792-9222 

TDD: 628-1565 
 

Environmental 
Services 
791-3171 

 
Park Tucson 

791-5071 
 

Planning and 
Development 

Services 791-5550 
 

Pima Animal Care 
Center 

724-5900 
 

Pima County Vector 
Control 

Cockroaches 724-3401 

Important 

Phone Numbers 

shooter was shot but not killed by police and taken into custody. 

 

Today, January 9th, is Law Enforcement Appreciation Day. Each 

time I write about a mass shooting, or any shooting for that matter, 

at some point in the confrontation a cop will be asked to step into 

that dangerous situation. It’d be a very nice gesture if you gave a 

thumbs up to the next officer you ran across. 

 

SB1487 

With that going on, the state legislature is trying to require the City of Tucson to be its 

arms dealer. More on that below. First, 
 

This letter came in from a constituent -  

 

Blood, brains and bone on the barrel of a gun. It's all I had. I never saw her body, but this 

is all I had after she killed herself, and the Tucson police returned the gun to me, the 

family representative. I want you to know it was a comfort that I could give it up for 

destruction by the police, to know that it would not be used to kill again, or turn a profit. 

Thank you Tucson City Council members, for standing up to Mark Finchem and Attorney 

General Brnovich.  

 

We should know this week whether or not our case will be heard in the State Supreme 

Court or in Superior Court first. You know if you read any of these newsletters that I 

believe it belongs in Superior Court. Actually, it doesn’t belong in any court, but as long 

as we have to fight an unconstitutional state law, Superior Court is where it should be 

heard.  

 

To make the case for the claim the law is unconstitutional, I wrote this guest piece for the 

Arizona Republic. It ran last week. 

 
My Turn: Mark Brnovich could've saved Tucson (but he refused) 
Steve Kozachik, AZ  Jan. 2, 2017  
 
City Councilman: SB 1487 penalizes cities like ours without giving them a 
day in court. And Arizona's attorney general let this blatant misuse of power 
stand. 
The most basic function for which the state attorney general is responsible is to 
protect the sanctity of the Constitution. Hold onto that thought. 
 
During their last session, the state Legislature adopted an expansive bill – SB 
1487 – the intent of which was to vitiate home rule and usurp the charter authority 
of cities throughout Arizona. It contains unconstitutional and illegal means to 
achieve those ends. 
 
And yet, in an egregious display of failing to carry out his most fundamental 
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Senator John 
McCain  (R) 
520-670-6334   

 

Senator Jeff  
Flake (R) 

520-575-8633  
 

Congresswoman 
Martha McSally (R)  

(2nd District) 
(202) 225-2542   

Tucson Office: 520-
881-3588 

 

Congressman 
Raul Grijalva (D) 

(3th District)  
520-622-6788  

 

Governor Doug 
Ducey (R) 

602-542-4331  
Tucson office:  
520-628-6580 

 

Mayor Jonathan 
Rothschild 

520-791-4201  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZoomTucson Map 
http://

maps.tucsonaz.gov
/zoomTucson/ 

responsibility to the citizens of Arizona, the attorney general let 1487 stand when it 
was in front of him for review. 
 
On the hook for $57 million to make our case 
The City of Tucson, a charter city, has had an ordinance in place for over a decade 
that governs the disposal of property that comes into its possession. (That law 
requires the destruction of guns seized by police.) 
 
Senate Bill 1487 allows any legislator to request that the attorney general review 
local ordinances. If he finds the city is or "may be" in violation of state statute, the 
bill calls for the confiscation and redistribution of that jurisdiction's state shared 
revenues. It requires a filing fee, which for the City of Tucson would amount to $57 
million simply to make our case before a judge. 
 
AZCENTRAL 

AG asks state Supreme Court to weigh in on Tucson destroying guns 
 
AZCENTRAL 

Roberts: Brnovich to Tucson: Protect guns (or else!) 
 
Since high-school civics class, we’ve known and respected the concepts of due 
process and separation of powers. First-year law-school students learn about Bills 
of Attainder, and file away that arcane information given that until SB 1487, nobody 
enacts requirements for them any longer. Settled law makes it clear the state 
Supreme Court does not issue "advisory opinions. " 
 
And the courts have long recognized city charters, adopted by the vote of the 
people, are our local constitutions. Legislatures may not preempt charters on issues 
of local concern, such as the disposal of property. SB 1487 violates every one of 
those legal principles. 
 
SB 1487 threatens the rights of every citizen 
SB 1487 allows the Legislature to usurp executive branch authority by compelling 
the attorney general to file a special action with the Arizona Supreme Court on 
finding a jurisdiction "may" be in violation of the law. It allows the executive branch 
to usurp judicial authority by forcing the imposition of a significant financial sanction 
without any court finding of a violation. 
 
SB 1487 allows the treasurer, an executive branch officer, to redistribute state-
shared revenues without any amendment to the legislation by which those 
revenues were authorized. It imposes penalties on the residents of a jurisdiction 
without any "day in court." 
 
AZCENTRAL 

Robb: Tucson's gun battle is more complicated than you think 
 
AZCENTRAL 

Diaz: Tucson's gun fight isn't about guns 

Important 

Phone Numbers 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2016/12/06/tucson-destroying-seized-guns-arizona-attorney-generals-office-says/95036550/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2016/12/06/tucson-destroying-seized-guns-arizona-attorney-generals-office-says/95036550/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2016/12/06/tucson-destroying-seized-guns-arizona-attorney-generals-office-says/95036550/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/laurieroberts/2016/12/06/roberts-brnovich-tucson-protect-guns-else/95044094/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/laurieroberts/2016/12/06/roberts-brnovich-tucson-protect-guns-else/95044094/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/robertrobb/2016/12/12/tucson-gun-law-complicated/95169114/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/robertrobb/2016/12/12/tucson-gun-law-complicated/95169114/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/robertrobb/2016/12/12/tucson-gun-law-complicated/95169114/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/robertrobb/2016/12/12/tucson-gun-law-complicated/95169114/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/elviadiaz/2016/12/15/tucson-gun-fight-republicans/95441600/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/elviadiaz/2016/12/15/tucson-gun-fight-republicans/95441600/
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The attorney general is compelled by SB 1487 to request an advisory opinion of 
the Supreme Court when, as he has done in this case, he finds the city "may 
be" in violation of the law. And in the case before the court right now, the charter 
authority of the City of Tucson is being violated by the mere allegation of a single 
member of the state Legislature. 
 
SB 1487 is a threat to the rights of every resident of this state. In failing to strike it 
down, the attorney general has undermined the Constitution, ignored the rule of 
law and has done a disservice to the people of this state. 
 
By his failure to confront the clear constitutional and legal flaws in SB 1487, the 
attorney general has failed to carry out the most basic of functions for which he is 
responsible. That is, to protect the sanctity of the Constitution and, with that, the 
rights of the people of Arizona. 
 
Steve Kozachik is a member of the Tucson City Council. Share your thoughts 
at Ward6@tucsonaz.gov. 
 

I appreciate how the Republic Editorial staff adds links to other, related stories in the 

middle of people’s guest pieces. They invest a good amount of effort, and from my 

perspective they do a very good job. 

 

In the piece I mentioned a Bill of Attainder. I suspect not many people who live outside of 

the legal world know what one of those is. I didn’t either until this mess began and I had 

to do my homework on what the legislature was forcing on us. So – layman’s primer on 

Bills of Attainder: 

 

First of all, they’re illegal in all 50 states. They’re also banned by the U.S. Constitution 

(Article 1, Section 9). Why? Because they violate due process and separation of powers. I 

mention both in my guest piece.  

 

A Bill of Attainder is where the legislature declares somebody (or a jurisdiction, in our 

case) guilty of some crime and punishes them without the benefit of a trial. That’s exactly 

what SB1487 does. It takes our State Shared Revenues based on the Attorney General’s 

finding that one of our local ordinances ‘may be’ illegal, and it imposes that penalty 

without giving us any ability to defend ourselves through a court process. 

 

King Henry VIII used them back in the 1500s. They resulted in several executions. Now 

the Arizona State Legislature is using them.  

 

Attorney General Brnovich didn’t flinch when he had the chance to toss 1487 out into the 

street where it belongs. Instead he and the legislature would force us to sell every gun that 

comes into our possession, in effect becoming a weapons dealer that competes with the 

private sector. How often have you heard the conservative legislature cry foul when the 

government competes with private business? 

Yet in the case of a gun being destroyed, 

they’re all in. Kind of caught in their own 

argument: 

mailto:Ward6@tucsonaz.gov
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Either let the guns be killed or compete with private business. It’s the hypocritical corner 

they’ve backed themselves into. 

 

It’s important for people to understand the source of the guns we’re destroying. 

Approximately 85% of them are evidentiary or forfeited after a court process. That is, they 

were taken for investigation purposes as evidence related to a crime. They also include 

forfeited guns that come to us following a civil judicial process in which the court assigns 

the weapon to the city as either the proceeds of a crime or an instrument used to commit a 

crime. These are not Uncle Chuck’s family heirlooms, as is being suggested by Finchem, 

and by extension by Brnovich. The state would have us sell these back into circulation. 

Understand that in the coming months any candidate for office who supports what the state 

is doing will be funded by the NRA. I can say that with every confidence because the NRA 

has filed a brief on behalf of the state. We will see soon if local candidates bring that money 

and endorsement to any Tucson campaigns. It would make for an interesting debate on how 

they could possibly maintain they represent the will of the residents of this community, or, 

since State Shared Revenues are at risk, of any resident in any community in the state. 

 

Certainly more to come on this. 

 

Human Sex Trafficking 

Also in the realm of public safety, this is a reminder of the January 30th 

film screening and panel discussion that we’ll hold at The Loft. This is a 

very tough issue, but one that is present in Tucson, and one about which 

every parent of a young person needs to be aware. 

 

So far on the panel I’ve gotten commitments from two trafficking 

survivors, and we’ll have someone from the law enforcement side. It’s my 

goal to also include a representative from the CEASE Network, which 

supports a no-demand approach to trafficking that targets the Johns. 

 

The movie is hard. But it’s real. Don’t bring very young kids. But come. 

Doors will open at 5:30 PM. The show will start at 6:00 PM, with the 

panel discussion immediately afterward. There will be no admission 

charge for the event. My thanks to a local foundation for funding the 

evening. 
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Lead Abatement Programs 

I’m shifting gears, but still generally on the topic of keeping the public safe. I want to share 

two programs with you: one that we’ve already implemented, and one that’s just about to 

be unrolled. Both have to do with ensuring your homes are protected from lead in the 

environment. 

 

Tucson’s Housing and Community Development (HCD) and Water Departments deserve 

to be commended for their work on both of these projects. Both represent proactive 

approaches to issues we’ve seen go the other way in other communities. 

 

First the HCD program. The City of Tucson, working with partners in the community, 

offers a Lead Hazard Control Program. It targets lead-based paint that may exist inside of 

your home. 

 

Lead hazards may exist in paint found on surfaces such as windows, doors, floor 

coverings, stucco, and so on. You’ll generally find this lead-based paint in older homes. 

Under this program, money may be available to assist homeowners in abating the 

exposure. Residential occupants may need to relocate for a short period of time during the 

work, and in those cases a monetary allowance to help defer the relocation costs may be 

provided. 

 

There are some qualifiers. Because young kids are most vulnerable to the effects of lead 

exposure, in order to qualify you need to have children age six or younger living in the 

home. This is also for owner-occupied house with low-income residents.  

 

Our HCD folks are engaged in an outreach process right now. They’re early in the work, 

and so far have just under 100 applicants. Further outreach will take place with Southwest 

Fair Housing and SERI. They’re also working through all of our Parks and Recreation 

Centers to spread the word via community meetings and presentations. The dates, times, 

and locations for those presentations will be finalized in the next couple of weeks. If 

you’re interested in learning more, contact the folks listed at the bottom of this flyer. 
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datasets/il.html. They’re set by the U.S. HUD, so we don’t have any liberty to fudge them or 

we put the funding for the program at risk. 

 

The Tucson Water program is also in its early stages. 

 

Over the course of the holidays, I received a reminder that I’m eligible to purchase a 

warranty on the service line that connects my home to the water meter. That’s the customer 

side of the service. I choose not to do so because my water lines are relatively new, so I’m 

not sure the warranty would make financial sense for me. If you have an older home, say 

pre-1950 with lines that haven’t been upgraded, you might want to consider the service 

program. The city gets a small stipend from the provider, and with those dollars we’re 

making improvements to our parks system. 

 

Water lines that were installed prior to the ‘50s may have been made of lead. Actually, the 

documentation Tucson Water has shows that lead service lines were used exclusively from 

1913 until 1929, and in the 1930s they began to be phased out in favor of copper – for 

purposes of workmanship. They weren’t savvy to the hazards of lead back then. But if you 

have an older home, you may want to check to see if the connection between the meter and 

your house (or any fixtures inside of your home) have lead components. Tucson Water 

research shows that no service lines were installed with lead after the mid-1950s. 

 

http://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il.html
http://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il.html
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I mentioned earlier that Tucson Water is being proactive on this item. They’re actually 

doing some research and will be reaching out into the community to advise people who 

have properties that may contain old lead service lines. After Flint, our Tucson Water 

management wants to be way out ahead of industry practices in how we manage our 

customer base. The federal EPA is updating its standards in the aftermath of Flint – we’re 

ahead of what they’re doing, too. 

 

Our outreach program is called “Get the Lead Out” (GTLO). We’ll be offering to do a 

video inspection of the customer’s line (for those really old, qualifying homes). If we find 

your side of the service line does have lead, Tucson Water will offer you a rebate in the 

neighborhood of up to $4,300 to help you defray the cost of changing out the lines. 

They’ll also offer filters to homes that could be at risk until the service work can be 

performed.  Remember, everything from the meter to your house is your responsibility.  

But the rebate will help to cover costs we’d feel obligated to absorb in testing to make 

sure your water quality wasn’t compromised as a result of the line to your home 

containing lead. It’s a win-win if you’re one of the unlucky ones with very old service 

lines that were never changed out. 

 

Our Tucson Water management found that in the Flint experience, when the utility 

changed out the public side of the water line, if the private side contained lead, some of it 

could be partially dislodged for a period of time. So with an abundance of caution – and 

with the desire to make sure the product we deliver to your home is top notch – the GTLO 

program is being rolled out. 

 

If you’d like to learn more, you can find information on the Tucson Water website. Here’s 

a taste of it: 

 

Lead Public Health Goal 2019 Program 

Si desea esta informacion traducida al espanol, llame a la Division de Calidad de Agua 

de Tucson Water al 520-791-2544 o por correo electronico 

CustomerSupportUnit@tucsonaz.gov. 

 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) limits lead levels in your 

drinking water. For more than 20 years, Tucson Water has tested for lead from 

customers’ taps at homes that meet the EPA’s site criteria. Our lead levels consistently 

meet the EPA’s lead standard. Exposure to lead can cause behavior problems and 

learning disabilities in young children and can also affect the health of adults. 

 

Because lead exposure often occurs with no obvious symptoms, it frequently goes 

unrecognized. Tucson Water’s Lead Public Health Goal 2019 Program is a voluntary 

program that communicates the hazards of lead in drinking water and identifies steps to 

reduce risks of exposure, primarily through lead service line removal and follow-up lead 

testing and monitoring where lead service lines are found. If lead service lines are found, 

we will contact you to schedule a convenient date to replace the lead service line that is 

located before your meter. If the service line in the Customer Zone is also made of lead, 

we recommend it be replaced as well. Lead service line removal may cause a temporary 

increase of lead levels in your drinking water. As a precaution, filters that remove lead 

will be provided for your kitchen and bathroom taps. Your water will be tested and 

tel:+15207912544
mailto:CustomerSupportUnit@tucsonaz.gov
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monitored for lead and the results as well as the recommendations will be communicated to 

you. 

 

Sources of Lead and Minimizing Risks 

High levels of lead and copper are not present in the groundwater or in the recharged 

Colorado River water that serve as our drinking water sources. 

 

The metals are introduced by corrosion of household plumbing systems, service lines, as 

well as erosion of natural deposits. Most lead and copper in our system comes from lead-

containing solder in older plumbing or from faucets or other water fixtures in homes and 

businesses. When corrosive water stands in plumbing that contain lead for several hours (as 

in the morning or after returning from work or school), the lead may dissolve into drinking 

water. 

 

To minimize the risks of exposure to lead: 

 Use water from the cold tap for making baby formula, drinking, and cooking. 

 Let the water run for a minimum of 30 seconds to two minutes if it hasn’t been turned on 

for six or more hours. 

 

As you can see, the GTLO program offers even more than what’s shown on the website. If 

you live in an at-risk home, you may be hearing from our Tucson Water folks soon. 

 

Flood Control Issues 

Where we’re not offering as much as I’d like to see is in the midtown flooding mitigation 

work I’ve been requesting. Quick reminder – in July of last year (yes, it’s 2017 now), 

midtown was hit with microbursts, followed by some 100-year rain events. The result was 

flooded homes and businesses. I did some research and found 1995 studies that identified 

dozens of stormwater and floodwater projects, some of which may have mitigated the 

impacts of the monsoon on midtown.  Of the whole list, only six were fully completed. 

None of those impacted the midtown area. 

 

I presented the full list to staff and requested we ‘get our fair share’ of the flood control 

money in midtown. You are a county resident if you live in the city. You have been paying 

for this work for the last two decades while the list of projects went undone. 

 

The argument was that flood control money isn’t supposed to be used for stormwater 

projects. Simply put, that’s false. In Mohave County, they directly fund residential projects 

with Flood Control District money. This is from the Mohave County Budget – the portion 

that describes their own Flood Control District: 
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Their Flood Control District generates about $7.8M in revenue annually. Of that, about 

$3.5M is allocated via Intergovernmental Agreements (IGAs) to cities within Mohave 

County. The cities identify projects they feel will benefit their residents. 

Here are a few projects of a scale that would have benefited midtown had our Flood 

Control District been allocating money to us for storm water projects. But these are in 

Mohave County: 
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I raised this issue during our December 20th study session item related to the possibility of 

creating a local stormwater tax. Why add a new tax when we’re not getting our money’s 

worth out of the taxes we’re already paying? Prior to that meeting, a presentation was 

made by staff to the Flood Control District’s advisory committee. It described ten projects 

we’d like to see constructed using city residents’ county flood control money. Not a single 

one of those projects would benefit midtown. In fact, note the specific exclusion described 
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in the Christmas Wash project: 

 

If not for the impact on the Palo Verde neighborhood, we likely wouldn’t be having this 

conversation right now. And the description of the Alamo Wash project shows how 

minimalist it is in scope: 

 

 

 

“Only addresses small segment of minor streets.” Then why are we proposing it?  
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I’m having ongoing conversations with the powers that be on this. Stay tuned. I expect 

we’ll see some changes to the scope of the projects being proposed. I’d also hope to see a 

change in how the money is distributed so we’re not having to talk about new taxes while 

not receiving what’s due to us in the taxes we’re (you’re) already paying. 

 

Puppy Mills 

Circling back to issues with the state legislature for a moment, here’s a brief update on the 

puppy mill industry that’s still proliferating nationwide. As you may recall, I proposed a 

local ordinance that would have prohibited the retail sale of dogs that were not sourced 

through a rescue or shelter. The state legislature passed a bill that preempted local 

ordinances such as that. Here’s what they support. 

 

John Goodwin is the director of the puppy mill campaign for the Humane Society, U.S. 

He is quoted as having said “Most every pup sold in stores in America comes from this 

kind of suffering, or worse. If you buy a puppy from a pet store, this is what you’re paying 

for, and nothing else; a dog raised in puppy mill evil.” 

 

He’s talking about conditions such as this: 

 

Twenty-two states have no laws on the 

books regulating commercial dog breeders. 

Arizona not only doesn’t have protections 

in place, the state preempts us from 

adopting any at the local level. 

 

The 1966 Animal Welfare Act requires that 

certain commercial breeders be licensed 

and inspected by the USDA. The USDA 

standards all allow what you see in these pictures. 

 

The wire-floor cages are fine by USDA standards – 24 hours per day. And the females can 

be bred without pause, allowing no opportunity for their bodies to recover between litters. 

Each of these are USDA licensed “kennels.” You’d be charged with cruelty if you treated 

your pets like this, but our state legislature and governor evidently feel it’s all fine. If not, 

they wouldn’t have preempted our ability to reject the sale of animals coming from these 

sorts of conditions. 
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Pet shop commerce reached nearly $60B in 2015, the same year we were told by the state 

that we couldn’t adopt local ordinances related to the retail sale of puppies. 

 

The Humane Society U.S. 

estimates there are about 10,000 

puppy mills in the country. The 

USDA licenses a small fraction 

of them, and you can see even 

those are regulated at totally 

unacceptable standards.  

 

We’re not allowed to destroy 

guns – the state would force us 

to sell them all back into 

circulation – and we’re told by 

Phoenix that we can’t pass local laws that protect the puppies you see in the pictures shown 

above. Those are the ethics on which we’re being governed at the state level. 

 

 

Let’s shift to some good news – local first, and 

with a musical twist. 

 

The Tucson Jazz Festival begins this week. It starts on Thursday, January 12th and will run 

through the 22nd. 

 
 

The Fest will be held at a variety of locations in and around 

downtown. Those will include the Fox, the Rialto, the TCC Music 

Hall, and Centennial Hall over on campus. They’ll also set up 

some outdoor stages in that same general area.  

 

On Monday, MLK Day, there’ll be a free outdoor series of 

concerts including local Latin jazz bands and some small jazz 

ensembles. To find a complete schedule for this year’s Festival 

(3rd annual) check out www.tucsonjazzfest.com. 

 

Films 

Visit Tucson is a sponsor of the Tucson Jazz Fest. They also have the Film Office as 

another fine arts option. If you follow this newsletter, you know I’m a full-on supporter of 

the work Shelli, Peter, and the Film Office crew are doing. 

 

In December, the Film Office generated over $1M in direct spending in and around Tucson. 

They facilitated a national commercial for KIND Health Bars and video work that came to 

our market from France. That’s just December. The work generated about 180 room nights 

in local hotels to go along with the direct spending into our market. In addition, PBS shot an 

episodic that generated another 21 room nights and over $50K in direct spending. 

 

http://www.tucsonjazzfest.com
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Last week, Ann and I took part in the Meet and Greet with new State Film Office GM, 

Matthew Earl Jones. The film office (Studio 48) receives funding through the Arizona 

Commerce Authority. That means your tax money is going to help keep Matthew’s doors 

open. Even though he owns his own studio up in Phoenix, the fact that you’re paying to 

keep his lights on, and the fact that Tucson and Southern Arizona are ground zero for film 

history in this state, weighs heavily in suggesting that we get our share of the film 

referrals. I mentioned that to Mr. Jones – and he agreed. We’ll keep an eye on what comes 

Shelli’s way in the days and weeks ahead. 

 

Project Prosperity 

Last week in the Trend Report, Editor Lucinda Smedley ran a piece that has some very 

positive predictions about how our economic growth is anticipated to continue on an 

upswing this coming year. In that article, she quoted both George Hammond (Director of 

the Eller Economic and Business Research Center) and Chase Bank’s chief economist 

Anthony Chan. Those two were presenters at the recent UA Eller College Management 

and Economic Outlook luncheon.  

 

Hammond and Chan look for us to grow at a rate of approximately 2% this coming year. 

That’s up from last year and the year before. We’re beginning well with a new Raytheon 

deal. We’ll be voting on it on Tuesday, and I fully expect M&C to approve it. The general 

outlines of the agreement include a $400M capital investment by Raytheon, generating 

just under 2,000 new jobs that average salaries in excess of $100K. The plant is out on the 

Sonoran Corridor – another reason we should refocus on the targeted build-out of that 

region. 

 

While Raytheon is a major player in our local economy, we rely to a large extent on 

smaller private employers to keep our economy moving. Lots of local businesses are 

included in that description. Last week, Jonathan and City Manager Mike Ortega held a 

press conference with some local business leaders to announce Project Prosperity. It’s the 

culmination of a very lengthy series of meetings, conversations, and policy discussions 

we’ve had, all aimed at making it easier to open and improve business operations in 

Tucson. 

 

Some of what will be included in the project are things such as expanding our infill 

incentive districts so they’re not just focused in the downtown area. Since I began doing 

this in 2009, I’ve invested a lot of energy in seeing our downtown area prosper. A large 

part of that has been expanding the toolkit businesses can use to get up and running. 

We’re looking at extending some of that into the wider community. If the east and west 

sides of town prosper, we all prosper. 

 

We’re also streamlining pieces of the permitting processes, working to make plans review 

more user-friendly, and making the inspection process we go through during construction 

more efficient. We can do all of that without cutting any corners related to safety and 

health. And we can do all of that without negatively impacting quality of life in 

surrounding areas. 

 

Still in the works are revisions to the sign code. A recent news report on the initiative 

made it sound like the changes have been adopted. In fact, they’re still in draft form and 
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likely won’t be voted on until later this spring. I’ve got a ride-along planned with a 

representative of the astronomy community to hear concerns over how some of what’s 

being proposed may impact that industry. I’ll be listening closely to what he has to say.  

 

The economy is heading in a good direction. Each of us on the M&C have had a hand in 

hanging tough during the recession and proposing new incentives that have helped us get to 

this point. The press conference was presented as ‘Project Prosperity brought to you by the 

mayor and city manager,’ but truth be told, we’ve all been in contact with the players who 

are working on this effort. Credit where it’s due: to M&C in totality, along with our partners 

in the business community who initially brought some ideas to the table, many of which are 

now implemented, and some of which are in the discussion stage. 

 

City Court and Quality of Life 

Along the lines of protecting quality of life, many of you have taken an interest in following 

Code Enforcement cases as they make their way through the court system. We have a way 

for you to track cases online. It will show you the time of day and location for when they’re 

being heard. All of them are open to the public, so you are free to go and watch how they’re 

being adjudicated. 

 

Use this website to get into the court docket system: https://www.tucsonaz.gov/courts/

tucson-city-court. Go to “Find a Hearing” and put in the case number you’re interested in. 

Time and location should pop up. On that same site, you can find case and citation numbers 

related to code enforcement activity under the heading “Online Services.” Go to “Quick 

Defendant Public Search” and enter the defendant’s name. In the upper right you’ll see the 

TCC Court Case number.  

 

I’ll be meeting with Tucson Residents for Responsive Government (TRRG) on the 18th to 

review changes further to Code Enforcement that are in the works. 

 

Handheld Mobile Device Ban 

Finally, I’d like to share this letter I received from the trauma center over at Banner UMC. 

I’m told that more will be coming. On Tuesday we’ll talk about our handheld mobile device 

ban again. It has the support of both our Fire and Police Chiefs. Now we’re hearing from 

people who see the very human side of distracted driving’s impacts.  

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/courts/tucson-city-court
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/courts/tucson-city-court
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I’m grateful to Susan Kinkade and her colleagues for weighing in on this, and I’m hopeful 

we move this item forward toward drafting our own local ordinance during tomorrow’s 

study session. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Steve Kozachik 

Council Member, Ward 6 

Ward6@tucsonaz.gov 

 

Events and Entertainment 
 

Pucks for Paws 

Saturday, January 21, 2017 | 7:30 – 10:30 pm 

Tucson Convention Center, 260 S Church Ave 

Support the University of Arizona Wildcats Hockey team and the Humane Society of 

Southern Arizona at the 2nd Annual Pucks for Paws fundraiser. Purchase an additional $5 

doggy ticket at the door and bring your favorite well-behaved dog to the game! 100% of 

the doggie ticket sales will go to HSSA and the homeless animals it serves. 

www.facebook.com/events/1180736675351932/  

mailto:Ward6@tucsonaz.gov
http://www.facebook.com/events/1180736675351932/
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Shred-It and Freecycle Post-Holiday Swap 

Saturday, January 14, 2017 | 2 – 4 pm 

Woods Library, 3455 N 1st Ave 

What should you do with that unused item that's just gathering dust in your home? Swap it! 

This is your chance to swap out things that are in good condition and trade with your 

neighbors. Please, no large items like refrigerators or motorcycles. Shredding services will 

be provided by Council Member Karin Uhlich's office and Constable Bennett Bernal. 

pima.bibliocommons.com/events/58502babae58c6f6017211e7  

 

Ongoing 
 

Arizona State Museum, 1013 E University Blvd | www.statemuseum.arizona.edu 

"Snaketown: Hohokam Defined" Exhibit, through July 1, 2017 

 

Arizona Theater Company, 330 S Scott Ave | www.arizonatheatre.org 

 

The Rogue Theatre, The Historic Y, 300 E University Blvd | www.theroguetheatre.org 

“The White Snake,” by Mary Zimmerman, January 12–29, 2017. Based on the ancient 

Chinese tale of a magical white snake that comes down the mountain in the form of a 

woman to hear the wisdom of humanity and falls in love with a young man. 

 

Tucson Museum of Art, 140 N Main Ave | www.TucsonMusuemofArt.org 

 

Tucson Convention Center, 260 S Church St | tucsonconventioncenter.com  

 

Meet Me at Maynards, 311 E Congress St | www.MeetMeatMaynards.com 

A social walk/run through the Downtown area. Every Monday, rain or shine, holidays too! 

Check-in begins at 5:15pm. 

 

Mission Garden, 929 W Mission Ln | www.tucsonbirthplace.org  

A living agricultural museum and ethnobotanical garden at the site of Tucson's Birthplace 

(the foot of "A-Mountain"). For guided tours call 520-777-9270. 

 

Children's Museum Tucson, 200 S 6th Ave | www.childernsmuseumtucson.org 

 

Tucson Botanical Gardens, 2150 N Alvernon Way | www.tucsonbotanical.org 

“Frida Kahlo: Art, Garden, Life” Exhibit, October 10, 2016 – May 31, 2017 

 

Southern Arizona Transportation Museum, 414 N Toole Ave | 

www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org  

UA Mineral Museum, 1601 E University Blvd | www.uamineralmuseum.org 

 

Jewish History Museum, 564 S Stone Ave | www.jewishhistorymuseum.org 

 

Fox Theatre, 17 W Congress St | www.FoxTucsonTheatre.org 

 

Hotel Congress, 311 E Congress St | hotelcongress.com 

 

https://pima.bibliocommons.com/events/58502babae58c6f6017211e7
http://www.statemuseum.arizona.edu
http://www.arizonatheatre.org/
http://www.theroguetheatre.org
http://www.TucsonMusuemofArt.org
http://tucsonconventioncenter.com/event-calendar/
file:///C:/Users/mthrash1/AppData/Local/Temp/XPgrpwise/www.MeetMeatMaynards.com
http://www.tucsonbirthplace.org
tel:5207779270
http://www.childernsmuseumtucson.org
http://www.tucsonbotanical.org
http://www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org
http://www.uamineralmuseum.org
http://www.jewishhistorymuseum.org
http://www.FoxTucsonTheatre.org
http://hotelcongress.com

