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Last week, in Jacksonville, Florida an eight-year-

old boy accidentally shot and killed his five-year-

old sister. Their four-year-old friend was wound-

ed. The mother’s boyfriend turned himself in and 

was booked for illegal possession of a firearm by 

a convicted felon. He’ll have a lot of nights sitting 

in a cell to think about how many ways this could 

easily have been avoided. 

 

U.S. Senate Rule 19 

For the past couple of weeks I’ve been quoting executive orders and portions of 

bills related to refugees, walls, and sanctuary. I felt that seeing the actual language 

would be helpful in drawing your own conclusions on each. I’d add – last week I 

included a graphic showing vacancies in the State Department. One person took 

exception. The source was the Guardian – and the ‘vacancies’ shown reflect posi-

tions in which the incumbents have offered letters of resignation. The point was to 

show that our State Department is far from fully staffed with permanently assigned 

staffers. That’s not a good position to be in when there are so many international 

issues going on. But, I digress. 
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Continued: A Message From Steve 

Ward 6 Office 
791-4601 

 
Tucson Police 
Department 

911 or nonemergency 
791-6813 

 

Water Issues 
791-3242/800-598-9449 
Emergency: 791-4133 

 

Street Maintenance 
791-3154 

 
Graffiti Removal 

792-2489  
 

Abandoned 
Shopping Carts  

791-3171 
 

Neighborhood 
Resources  
837-5013 

 

SunTran/SunLink 
792-9222 

TDD: 628-1565 
 

Environmental 
Services 
791-3171 

 
Park Tucson 

791-5071 
 

Planning and 
Development 

Services 791-5550 
 

Pima Animal Care 
Center 

724-5900 
 

Pima County Vector 
Control 

Cockroaches 724-3401 

Important 

Phone Numbers 

In the past week the Senate conducted hearings on a new Attorney General, U.S. Senator 

Jeff Sessions. A colleague, Senator Elizabeth Warren, spoke in opposition, and in her 

comments read as much of an address as she was allowed that was given by Coretta Scott 

King (wife of MLK) back in 1986. Ms. King wrote it in opposition to Sessions’ then-

nomination as a Federal District judge. He did not survive the nomination process, and 

Warren wanted to use that document to express her current opposition to his appointment 

as AG. 

 

Warren was shut down by the President of the Senate when “Rule 19” of the Senate was 

invoked. That’s what the media has been reporting. As far as it goes, that’s correct. What 

hasn’t been as well reported is what Rule 19 is, and the text of the King/Warren statement. 

I’ll include them both here so, as with the executive orders and bills, you can draw your 

own conclusions as to whether cutting her off was appropriate. Also for context, three 

male senators read the full statement on the floor the following day without being cut off. 

 

Rule 19 is pretty short and straight-forward. It says “No Senator in debate shall, directly 

or indirectly, by any form of words impute to another Senator or to other Senators any 

conduct or motive unworthy or unbecoming a Senator.” The rule says that anyone vio-

lating that standard will be called to order and asked to take their seat. That’s what hap-

pened when Senate Majority leader Mitch McConnell said “The Senator has impugned the 

motives and conduct of our colleague from Alabama…I call the Senator to order under the 

provisions of Rule 19.” 

 

With that Rule in mind, here’s the full text of the Coretta Scott King 1986 statement. It’s a 

bit long, so as I did with the executive orders, I’ll highlight it in a different color (blue this 

time) so you can skip it if you’d prefer: 

 

Statement of Coretta Scott King on the Nomination of Jefferson Beauregard Sessions 

III for the United States District Court Southern District of Alabama 
  

Senate Judiciary Committee 

Thursday, March 13, 1986 

 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee: Thank you for allowing me this opportuni-

ty to express my strong opposition to the nomination of Jefferson Sessions for a federal 

district judgeship for the Southern District of Alabama. My longstanding commitment 

which I shared with my husband, Martin, to protect and enhance the rights of Black 

Americans, rights which include equal access to the democratic process, compels me to 

testify today. 

 

Civil rights leaders, including my husband and Albert Turner, have fought long and hard 

to achieve free and unfettered access to the ballot box. Mr. Sessions has used the awe-

some power of his office to chill the free exercise of the vote by black citizens in the dis-

trict he now seeks to serve as a federal judge. This simply cannot be allowed to happen. 

Mr. Sessions’ conduct as U.S. Attorney, from his politically motivated voting fraud prose-
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Senator John 
McCain  (R) 
520-670-6334   

 

Senator Jeff  
Flake (R) 

520-575-8633  
 

Congresswoman 
Martha McSally (R)  

(2nd District) 
(202) 225-2542   

Tucson Office: 520-
881-3588 

 

Congressman 
Raul Grijalva (D) 

(3th District)  
520-622-6788  

 

Governor Doug 
Ducey (R) 

602-542-4331  
Tucson office:  
520-628-6580 

 

Mayor Jonathan 
Rothschild 

520-791-4201  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZoomTucson Map 
http://

maps.tucsonaz.gov
/zoomTucson/ 

cutions to his indifference toward criminal violations of civil rights laws, indicates that he 

lacks the temperament, fairness and judgment to be a federal judge. 

 

The Voting Rights Act (my emphasis) was, and still is, vitally important to the future of de-

mocracy in the United States. I was privileged to join Martin and many others during the 

Selma to Montgomery march for voting rights in 1965. Martin was particularly impressed 

by the determination to get the franchise of blacks in Selma and neighboring Perry County. 

As he wrote, “Certainly no community in the history of the Negro struggle has responded 

with the enthusiasm of Selma and her neighboring town of Marion. Where Birmingham de-

pended largely upon students and unemployed adults (to participate in non-violent protest 

of the denial of the franchise), Selma has involved fully 10 percent of the Negro population 

in active demonstrations, and at least half the Negro population of Marion was arrested on 

one day.” Martin was referring of course to a group that included the defendants recently 

prosecuted for assisting elderly and illiterate blacks to exercise that franchise. ln fact, Mar-

tin anticipated from the depth of their commitment twenty years ago, that a united political 

organization would remain in Perry County long after the other marchers had left. This or-

ganization, the Perry County Civic League, started by Mr. Turner, Mr. Hogue, and others 

as Martin predicted, continued “to direct the drive for votes and other rights.” In the years 

since the Voting Rights Act was passed, Black Americans in Marion, Selma and elsewhere 

have made important strides in their struggle to participate actively in the electoral process. 

The number of Blacks registered to vote in key Southern states has doubled since 1965. This 

would not have been possible without the Voting Rights Act. 

 

However, Blacks still fall far short of having equal participation in the electoral process. 

Particularly in the South, efforts continue to be made to deny Blacks access to the polls, 

even where Blacks constitute the majority of the voters. It has been a long up-hill struggle 

to keep alive the vital legislation that protects the most fundamental right to vote. A person 

who has exhibited so much hostility to the enforcement of those laws, and thus, to the exer-

cise of those rights by Black people should not be elevated to the federal bench. 

 

The irony of Mr. Sessions’ nomination is that, if confirmed, he will be given life tenure for 

doing with a federal prosecution what the local sheriffs accomplished twenty years ago with 

clubs and cattle prods. Twenty years ago, when we marched from Selma to Montgomery, 

the fear of voting was real, as the broken bones and bloody heads in Selma and Marion 

bore witness. As my husband wrote at the time, “it was not just a sick imagination that con-

jured up the vision of a public official, sworn to uphold the law, who forced an inhuman 

march upon hundreds of Negro children; who ordered the Rev. James Bevel to be chained 

to his sickbed; who clubbed a Negro woman registrant, and who callously inflicted repeated 

brutalities and indignities upon nonviolent Negroes peacefully petitioning for their constitu-

tional right to vote.” 

 

Free exercise of voting rights is so fundamental to American democracy that we can not 

tolerate any form of infringement of those rights. Of all the groups who have been disen-

franchised in our nation’s history, none has struggled longer or suffered more in the at-

tempt to win the vote than Black citizens. No group has had access to the ballot box denied 

so persistently and intently. Over the past century, a broad array of schemes have been used 

in attempts to block the Black vote. The range of techniques developed with the purpose of 

repressing black voting rights run the gamut from the — straightforward application of bru-
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tality against black citizens who tried to vote to such legalized frauds as “grandfather 

clause” exclusions and rigged literacy tests. 

 

The actions taken by Mr. Sessions in regard to the 1984 voting fraud prosecutions repre-

sent just one more technique used to intimidate Black voters and thus deny them this most 

precious franchise. The investigations into the absentee voting process were conducted 

only in the Black Belt counties where blacks had finally achieved political power in the 

local government. Whites had been using the absentee process to their advantage for 

years, without incident. Then, when Blacks realizing its strength, began to use it with suc-

cess, criminal investigations were begun. 

 

In these investigations, Mr. Sessions, as U.S. Attorney, exhibited an eagerness to bring to 

trial and convict three leaders of the Perry County Civic League including Albert Turner 

despite evidence clearly demonstrating their innocence of any wrongdoing. Furthermore, 

in initiating the case, Mr. Sessions ignored allegations of similar behavior by whites, 

choosing instead to chill the exercise of the franchise by blacks by his misguided investi-

gation. In fact, Mr. Sessions sought to punish older black civil rights activists, advisors 

and colleagues of my husband, who had been key figures in the civil rights movement in 

the 1960’s. These were persons who, realizing the potential of the absentee vote among 

Blacks, had learned to use the process within the bounds of legality and had taught others 

to do the same. The only sin they committed was being too successful in gaining votes. 

 

The scope and character of the investigations conducted by Mr. Sessions also warrant 

grave concern. Witnesses were selectively chosen in accordance with the favorability of 

their testimony to the government’s case. Also, the prosecution illegally withheld from the 

defense critical statements made by witnesses. Witnesses who did testify were pressured 

and intimidated into submitting the “correct” testimony. Many elderly blacks were visited 

multiple times by the FBI who then hauled them over 180 miles by bus to a grand jury in 

Mobile when they could more easily have testified at a grand jury twenty miles away in 

Selma. These voters, and others, have announced they are now never going to vote again. 

 

I urge you to consider carefully Mr. Sessions’ conduct in these matters. Such a review, I 

believe, raises serious questions about his commitment to the protection of the voting 

rights of all American citizens and consequently his fair and unbiased judgment regarding 

this fundamental right. When the circumstances and facts surrounding the indictments of 

Al Turner, his wife, Evelyn, and Spencer Hogue are analyzed, it becomes clear that the 

motivation was political, and the result frightening — the wide-scale chill of the exercise 

of the ballot for blacks, who suffered so much to receive that right in the first place. 

Therefore, it is my strongly-held view that the appointment of Jefferson Sessions to the 

federal bench would irreparably damage the work of my husband, Al Turner, and count-

less others who risked their lives and freedom over the past twenty years to ensure equal 

participation in our democratic system. 

 

The exercise of the franchise is an essential means by which our citizens ensure that those 

who are governing will be responsible. My husband called it the number one civil right. 

The denial of access to the ballot box ultimately results in the denial of other fundamental 

rights. For, it is only when the poor and disadvantaged are empowered that they are able 

to participate actively in the solutions to their own problems. 
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We still have a long way to go before we can say that minorities no longer need be con-

cerned about discrimination at the polls. Blacks, Hispanics, Native Americans and Asian 

Americans are grossly underrepresented at every level of government in America. If we are 

going to make our timeless dream of justice through democracy a reality, we must take eve-

ry possible step to ensure that the spirit and intent of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the 

Fifteenth Amendment of the Constitution is honored. 

 

The federal courts hold a unique position in our constitutional system, ensuring that minori-

ties and other citizens without political power have a forum in which to vindicate their 

rights. Because of his unique role, it is essential that the people selected to be federal judges 

respect the basic tenets of our legal system: respect for individual rights and a commitment 

to equal justice for all. The integrity of the Courts, and thus the rights they protect, can only 

be maintained if citizens feel confident that those selected as federal judges will be able to 

judge with fairness others holding differing views. 

 

I do not believe Jefferson Sessions possesses the requisite judgment, competence, and sensi-

tivity to the rights guaranteed by the federal civil rights laws to qualify for appointment to 

the federal district court. Based on his record, I believe his confirmation would have a dev-

astating effect on not only the judicial system in Alabama, but also on the progress we have 

made everywhere toward fulfilling my husband’s dream that he envisioned over twenty 

years ago. I therefore urge the Senate Judiciary Committee to deny his confirmation. 

 

I thank you for allowing me to share my views. 

 

All I can say is watch the debates that go on in the British House of Commons sometime. 

We hear more confrontational stuff at every City Council call to the audience.  

 

While I believe Senator Warren had every right to read the statement into the record, I am 

also concerned at how polarized we’ve become. We have to find ways to bridge the divide 

that has been uncovered since the last election.  

 

Syrian Children 

Here’s some local response to the needs of Syrian children that relates to these D.C. issues. 

I’ve written about the executive orders, attended rallies in support of the refugees, and have 

heard from people all over town asking how they can get involved. Here’s an easy way, and 

one that may satisfy your sweet tooth at the same time. 

 

The Modern Hebrew Program on the UA campus is hosting a bake sale on Tuesday, Febru-

ary 14th from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. It’ll be at the east end of the Marshall Building – 

Park Ave, just north of University. All of the proceeds from the sale will be donated to relief 

efforts on behalf of Syrian children. The assistance will 

be managed by the Syrian American Medical Society 

Foundation. 

 

We can rally, hold up posters, march, and chant. But we 

can also support these sorts of efforts that will result in 

direct aid to the kids. I hope to bump into you over at 

the sale on Tuesday. 
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U.S. Supreme Court 

And speaking of being divided, we filed our briefs last week in the elections case brought 

against us related to how we conduct our local City Council elections. This is the case we 

won at the 9th Circuit, and was appealed by the losers to the U.S. Supreme Court.  

 

To refresh you, we run for election in a bifurcated process. I’ll use the current election as 

an example. Richard and I are currently running for reelection. The general election is this 

November. Everyone in the city will have a chance to vote in that election. But in August 

we have to each win a primary election. That one is run in our respective wards, and only 

voters in the ward from our party can vote. The idea is that each party has a chance to se-

lect its candidates for the general election in each ward of the city. Then the whole city-

wide electorate votes on who was nominated. The plaintiffs in the suit feel the whole city 

should select each ward’s party nominee – or that only the ward voters should vote in the 

general. The Court disagreed, so now we’re off to the SCOTUS. 

 

The Supreme Court must decide on whether or not to accept the case. They accept a very 

tiny percentage of cases filed, so the odds are long that they’ll even hear ours. But we have 

to make the pitch against them granting the appeal. This is our opening statement framing 

the issue that would be before the Court: 

At the 9th Circuit we argued – and won – by simply explaining that a primary is the vehicle 

through which a party chooses its candidate for a given ward, while the general is where 

the electorate chooses amongst the candidates each party has chosen. An east side voter 

isn’t disenfranchised because he or she didn’t get to choose who would be the candidate in 

a midtown ward. That voter still gets a voice in the general election. Here’s our argument 

supporting that notion that’s included in our brief to the Supreme Court: 
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And in previous Supreme Court rulings on this topic, Justice Clarence Thomas also support-

ed our position: 

And finally, this summary statement: 

To take the case, the Supreme Court would need to find that there’s a difference of opinion 

between two District Courts that they need to resolve, or a District Court has issued an opin-

ion that differs from a prior Supreme Court ruling. From the preceding quotes, it’s easy to 

see there’s both consistency between District Court decisions and nothing coming from a 

District Court that conflicts with a previous Supreme Court ruling. We sum up our conten-

tion that there’s absolutely no reason for the Supremes to take on this appeal: 
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There’s no telling how long it will take to hear back on whether or not they grant certiora-

ri, but I think it’s pretty easy to see our case is well dialed in and this waste of taxpayer 

money is close to an end. 

 

Trafficking Victims 

Most weeks at this time of year we have a batch of State legislation on which we’re asked 

to take a formal position. Related to the court system, and related to the human sex traf-

ficking forum we just held at the Loft, last week we were asked to weigh in on a bill 

which is making its way through the State Legislature. The bill is HB2291 – vacating Fel-

ony Conviction; Record Destruction. On its face, the bill is good. It has one flaw that I’m 

hopeful the legislature will cure before moving forward with it. 

 

Generally speaking, the bill would offer people convicted of crimes a way to clean up 

their records. Do your time, pay your fines, clean the record, and move on successfully in 

life. Sounds fine. Here’s the relevant text from the bill: 

 

A PERSON WHO IS CONVICTED OF A CLASS 4, 5 OR 6 FELONY MAY PETI-
TION THE COURT THAT PRONOUNCED SENTENCE TO VACATE THE JUDG-
MENT OF CONVICTION AND EXPUNGE ANY RECORDS RELATED TO THAT 
CONVICTION. THE PERSON MAY FILE THE PETITION AS A MOTION IN THE 
ORIGINAL CASE WITH THE COURT THAT PRONOUNCED SENTENCE NOT 
LESS THAN FIVE YEARS AFTER THE DATE THE PERSON FULFILLS THE 
CONDITIONS OF PROBATION OR SENTENCE AND IS DISCHARGED BY THE 
COURT OR RECEIVES AN ABSOLUTE DISCHARGE FROM IMPRISONMENT. 
 

So far, so good. A judge may look at evidence and have a person’s record sealed if he or 

she meets certain standards – that is, has “done his/her time” – and is ready to move back 

into society and start over. But there are some carve-outs in the law so not everybody has 

this option available. 

 

THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO A PERSON WHO IS CONVICTED OF A 
CRIMINAL OFFENSE:  
1. INVOLVING A DANGEROUS OFFENSE.  
2. FOR WHICH THE PERSON IS REQUIRED OR ORDERED BY THE COURT 
TO REGISTER PURSUANT TO SECTION 13-3821.25 3. FOR WHICH THERE 
HAS BEEN A FINDING OF SEXUAL MOTIVATION PURSUANT 26 TO SEC-
TION 13-118.  
 
Two sessions ago the State passed a bill that allowed victims of sexual trafficking a 

chance to get their records expunged. As they deliberated that bill, the legislature added 

language that made the bill offensive to victims. They made it retrospective only (does not 

apply to current or future victims), and they limited the bill to only ‘crimes of prostitu-

tion.’ Trafficking victims are busted for crimes that are a direct result of their having been 

trafficked, but are not sexual in nature (drug use and possession, burglaries, etc.) Since 

they failed to sufficiently give access to having court records expunged in that bill, I want-

ed to make sure this time around, in what appears on its face to be a good bill, they equal-

ly didn’t fail to give the trafficking victims a chance before a judge. 
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ARS Section 13-118 defines ‘sexual motivation’ this way: 

 

C. For purposes of this section "sexual motivation" means that one of the purposes 
for which the defendant committed the crime was for the purpose of the defendant's 
sexual gratification. 
 
I went through the whole argument with some state legislators a couple of years ago, trying 

to convince them that trafficking victims aren’t in the subculture for reasons of their own 

sexual gratification. It’s not a career choice. During our discussion of HB2291 last week, I 

asked for clarification on that point as a caveat to my support. Here’s how that request ap-

pears in our Legal Action Report: 

 

House Bill 2291 – Vacating Felony Conviction; Record Destruction 

Council Member Kozachik stated the way this is written, sex trafficking victims 

are prevented from taking advantage of having their records expunged. He 

would like the lobbyist team in Phoenix to make a pitch for the City and say that 

trafficking victims are technically violators of sexual offenses, prostitution, and 

those kinds of things but this effectively imposes a life sentence on them because 

they are not allowed to go back to court and have those records expunged. They 

should pull out trafficking victims and give them the opportunity to take ad-

vantage of this.  

  

It was moved by Council Member Scott, duly seconded, and CARRIED by a voice vote 

of 7 to 0, to support incorporating Council Member Kozachik’s comments. 

 

This should have been dealt with two years ago. Sadly, we’re still living in a state in 

which people who are brutalized and exploited through sex trafficking still may not go 

before a judge and have ‘crimes’ expunged from the record. I’ll be watching to see if 

this bill is clarified in a way that finally meets that threshold. 

 

DM Training  
Over the weekend you may have seen a se-

ries of fly-overs involving some new and 

old aircraft. It was a part of the annual Her-

itage Flight training DM hosts. While more 

training flights will continue throughout 

February, there won’t be any more of the 

heritage planes until next year. This year the 

variety included a P-51 Mustang, P-40 War-

hawk, P-38 Lightning, P-47 Thunderbolt, 

F86 Sabre, all mixed in with A-10s, F-16s, 

an F-22, and an F-35. 

  

Visiting pilots and aircraft from both domestic and international bases will be coming 

throughout the rest of the month. What can you expect? 

 

Until February 24th – Six F-16s from the Royal Netherlands AF 

USAF photo: Senior Airman Chris Massey 
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Until February 25th – A dozen A-10s from the Indiana ANG 122nd fighter squadron 

 

The visiting crews will be following the usual DM approach and departure protocols. 

 

On a related note, last week the USAF confirmed that the A-10 will not be mothballed 

before 2021. Since DM hosts A-10 missions, that’s good news for the extended life of the 

base. The initiative to preserve the A-10 began with Representative Barber, and has con-

tinued with Representative McSally. She has been asking to see a ‘fly-off’ between the A-

10 and the F-35 to see if the newer plane can conduct the close air support for which the A

-10 is used. I’m not in a position to say whether asking for the fly-off is a gimmick, or if it 

might really happen (she had earlier asked for an F-35 flyover, but other than the Heritage 

Training where they’re not really flying at full throttle, none of those have taken place 

over Tucson.) 

 

The F-35 has again been in the news for ongoing issues related to design, cost, and devel-

opment. So I can’t be accused of using a ‘left-leaning’ source, what I’m 

sharing comes from the February 4th edition of Fox Business News. 

 

As you may know, President Trump 

has called on the manufacturer – 

Lockheed Martin – to find ways to 

cut the cost of the aircraft. I’ve seen 

cost estimates for the full build out at 

$400B. It’s the most expensive 

weapon system we have ever built.  

 

The Pentagon though is still looking 

at F-35 deficiencies that have been 

plaguing the design and develop-

ment since its inception. They’re a large reason for the cost overruns. Here’s some of what 

I pulled from the Fox Business article. There were 276 ‘critical’ deficiencies listed in a 

Director of Operation Test & Evaluation report (DOT&E). 

 

DOT&E’s 2016 annual report on Pentagon weapons programs devotes dozens of 

pages to describing as many as 276 “critical” deficiencies plaguing Lockheed Mar-

tin’s F-35. Here's just a small sampling: 

 Accelerated wear on an attachment joint “between the vertical tail and the air-

frame structure” of a test model F-35B, which failed after only 250 hours of flight 

testing. (It was supposed to survive 8,000 hours of service). 

 Excessive vibration when firing the F-35A’s integrated 25 mm cannon, causing 

its battery to fail. 

 Excessive vibration of missiles and bombs carried in the internal weapons bay on 

all three F-35 variants. If left unfixed, this could force the plane to reduce speed 

to 550 knots (i.e., less than half the plane’s rated speed) for safe operation. 

 F-35C wings incapable of carrying AIM-9X Sidewinder air-to-air missiles, re-

quiring Lockheed to redesign “a more robust outer wing.” 

 “Excessive vertical oscillations during catapult launches” make the F-35C 

Image by Lockheed Martin 
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“operationally unsuitable for carrier operations.” (The -C is the aircraft carrier-

version of the F-35). 

 And “objectionable or unacceptable flying qualities at transonic speeds” on “all F-

35 variants.” 

 

Those were mechanical defects. The DOT&E report also listed problems related to 

“software for mission systems, flight testing, and weapons delivery.” Here’s some of that:  

 “Ongoing radar and fusion deficiencies affecting air-to-air target track stability 

and accuracy.” 

 Problems with the “seeker status tone” providing information on the plane’s AIM-

9X Sidewinder and AIM-132 ASRAAM missiles. 

 “Out-of-date launch zones” controlling AIM-120 AMRAAM missiles. 

 And “cluttered ... air-to-ground gun strafing symbology displayed in the [pilot’s] 

helmet” that renders the F-35’s 25 mm gun currently operationally unusable.” 

 

There was plenty more, and since this weapon system accounts for about a quarter of Lock-

heed’s revenues, bringing the design and development issues to closure is a big deal to both 

them and the Pentagon. The article mentioned talk of trying to replace the F-35 with a 

‘comparable F-18’ if they can’t get the issues worked out. 

 

All of that is taking place under the specter of Trump asking to see costs brought into line. 

More to come. For now, DM has the A-10, and that’s good news for the community. 

 

City Budget 

We’re just starting to pull together numbers for our upcoming budget talks. As we knew 

was going to happen, the last piece of litigation related to the state-run public safety pension 

system has been decided, and our portion is coming due. That means we’ll have one more 

year of deficit to contend with. It’s going to be manageable, and it gives us another crack at 

streamlining some of the ways the city provides services. 

 

Last year we saved a considerable amount of money by eliminating unfilled vacancies. Car-

rying them unnecessarily expanded our budget. There’s now an opportunity to look at the 

remaining service functions to see if overlap and duplication might exist in ways we can 

chip away at to balance operationally again this fiscal year. 

 

To that end, we’re looking at operating units that are directly related to providing service to 

the community, and those that are in a support role. Staff and the City Manager have 

worked together to break them down like this. 

 

Community Service Units: 

1. Mayor and Council 

2. Police 

3. Fire 

4. Roads 

5. Transit 

6. Parks 

7. Courts 

8. City Attorney 

9. City Clerk 

10. Planning and Zoning 

11. Trash/Recycling pick up 

12. Water 

13. Housing 
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Support Services: 

What you see under the support services are general descriptions of functions. For exam-

ple, many departments have a Public Information function. If we can consolidate without 

losing ground on how we provide public outreach, that could save money. The case is 

similar with the other service roles you see listed. 

 

We’ve got a sales tax measure coming in mid-May. We’re asking the voters to approve a 

½ cent that will be earmarked for road repair and the purchase of public safety vehicles 

and other capital. A part of that pitch is to show we’re making city operations as lean and 

efficient as we can. Having this budget discussion alongside the sales tax conversation is 

actually good timing – it demonstrates that we’re not asking for funds while ignoring the 

continuing need to build efficiencies into how we do business down at City Hall. 

 

Puppy Mills and Deregulation 

As I wrote last week, the Trump administration is in the pro-

cess of rolling back regulations. That’s a broad brush. I’m sure 

there are plenty that need a second look. But the environmen-

tal ones I shared last week are troubling. So is the direction the 

USDA is now headed. 

 

Right now, seven states that ban the sale of puppies from mills 

with a history of violations of the Animal Welfare Act (AWA). Under that Act, the USDA 

is in charge of inspecting mills. I’ve written a lot about this, but to refresh you, even the 

USDA admits it doesn’t do an adequate job of oversight. It’s not really the agency’s main 

reason for being, and it doesn’t have the staff to keep up with that inspection work. 

 

On top of that, even the regulations in place allow for conditions no pet owner would al-

low for their own four-legged family member. Wire mesh cages for hours on end, so small 

that the animals can’t easily even turn around. In unsanitary conditions the dogs churn out 

litters one after another, never giving the mother a chance to recover. They’re commodi-

ties and nothing more. 

 

The only way advocates can stay on top of even the inadequate inspections is to follow the 

USDA website. Prior to last week, they posted inspection reports on thousands of com-

mercial dog breeding operations. They also included information on roadside zoos, animal 

research labs, and other facilities that are regulated under the Federal AWA. Last week 

they decided keeping that public was a burden. The USDA has elected to delete those re-

ports from its inspection website. 

 

1. Payroll 

2. Collection of revenue 

3. Procurement 

4. Accounts payable 

5. Hiring/recruitment 

6. IT 

7. Facility Maintenance 

8. Vehicle Maintenance 

9. Employee Benefits Management 

10. Inventory Control 

11. Citizen Services 
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13. Staff Development 

14. Safety/Environmental Compliance 

15. Grant and IGA Management 
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Without public access to that information, even the states that ban puppies from mill opera-

tions with poor track records will have no way to monitor conditions. It will be virtually im-

possible for state regulatory agencies and advocacy groups to know which breeders comply 

with even the minimalist care and treatment rules that exist. There’s some history on this. 

 

Back in 2005, the Humane Society U.S. sued the USDA over public access to Animal Wel-

fare Act reports. That suit was specifically related to animal use by universities and in other 

research laboratories. The 2009 settlement included an agreement by the USDA to post cer-

tain data related to animal research on its website. In response to the decision by the USDA 

to wipe its website clean again, the Humane Society has brought the issue forward in an at-

tempt to get the agency to comply with the previous court settlement – and hopefully to ex-

pand what’s required under that order. 

 

If the first two weeks of this new administration are any predictor, the meat-axe approach to 

rolling back regulations will be something the people and the media will need to watch 

closely. I applaud the Humane Society U.S. for staying on top of this puppy mill item, and I 

hope the media picks it up, shining a light on the horrible conditions the government is al-

lowing our four-legged family members to be raised in.  

 

By way of reminder, our State Legislature passed a bill last term that preempts out ability at 

the local level to restrict the sale of puppies at pet stores to only those coming from rescues 

or shelters. We had an ordinance ready for implementation. Elections matter. 

 

Metropolitan Education Commission 

Add to the regulatory concerns – both environmental and related to animal welfare – new 

anxieties over funding for public school education. I won’t go into the whole Secretary of 

Education issue, but there’s an even more urgent need for kids in low income families to 

find ways to apply for assistance to cover the high cost of school.  

 

There’s an aid application called the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). In 

order to qualify for some forms of aid, students need to fill out that form. The Metropolitan 

Education Commission (MEC) is in its second year of an initiative to help low-income high 

school juniors and seniors navigate the pro-

cess. They’re also involved in helping kids 

prepare for college entrance exams and plan 

for post-secondary schooling. Many schools 

in Tucson are now without counselors. MEC 

is trying to help fill that gap. 

 

Right now, MEC is reaching out to get kids 

the help they need in the areas I listed. Tim-

ing is key to this work, so if you have stu-

dents who might qualify, or if you simply 

have questions about the process, this flyer 

has the contact information you’ll need. It’s 

February. Now is the time to be filling out 

applications and preparing for testing. Please 

give the flyer a look, and give MEC a call if 
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you feel they might be of assistance. 

 

More State Legislation - HB2045 

The insurance industry has successfully lobbied the State Legislature and is pushing 

through a bill that would roll back some consumer protections you’ve enjoyed until now. 

It also contains a “camel’s nose under the tent” provision that you should be aware of. 

 

Right now, insurance companies provide a summary of benefits page on your policies. 

The purpose is to let you know what your coverage includes. Most people don’t have the 

time or expertise to read through policies and pull out all the relevant details related to 

specific types of coverage, so these summary pages are an important tool to ensure you’re 

getting what you think you’re paying for. Under HB2045, companies will no longer be 

held to the information shown on the summary pages. If it’s in the fine print and you 

missed it on page 183 of your policy, too bad for you. Here’s the language from 2045: 

 

B. Any summary of benefits, illustration or other similar explanatory document that 
is made available by the insurer does the amplify, extend, or modify the terms of a 
policy if the summary, illustration or other explanatory document contains a dis-
claimer providing that it is not a part of the policy or that the policy controls. 
 

Here’s the ‘camel’s nose’ provision that concerns me: 

 

In the event of a conflict: 
C. If an insurer prvides an insured with a copy of a policy 
that is translated into a language other than English, the 
English language version of the plicy is the binding con-
tract between the parties and the governs and controls in 
the event of a conflict with the translated version of the pol-
icy. 
 

Over one-third of our local 

population is Hispanic. Many 

receive information related to 

governmental services and 

contracts in Spanish. The 

terms of HB2045 state the 

Spanish version of an insur-

ance policy is not binding. 

Might that be a precursor to 

similar legislation stating the 

same for any forms of gov-

ernmental or private sector 

communications? How about 

this from the MEC? 
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The bill is still making its way through committee. Given the timing of regulatory reversal, 

executive orders, refugee resettlement issues and more, this little-known provision of 

HB2045 might merit a note to your State Legislator to let him or her know if you as a con-

sumer, and as one who respects the needs of our monolingual residents, have issues with the 

bill.  

 

 

I’ve had the Downtown Tucson Partnership (DTP) 

as the Local Tucson item in the past, but this time 

it’s for a specific product they’re offering. In the 

first few months serving in her new role as CEO of 

the DTP, Kathleen Eriksen has ushered in a new Downtown Dining Guide. You can find the 

link to the guide that you can download to your smartphone at www.downtowntucson.org/

visit/dining. That link has dynamic features that 

you can tap on (phone numbers, addresses, etc.) 

that call the restaurants, access their web pages, 

and more. 

The guide includes 80 downtown establishments. 

It also includes a map showing each location. They got it out in time for the Gem Shows, 

but it’ll continue to be a great tool for people visiting downtown who want to test the waters 

in a variety of eating and drinking venues. 

 

If you’d like a printed version, stop by the Ward 6 office or contact the DTP at in-

fo@downtowntucson.org. 

Pima Pedestrian Path 

I’ve shared some updates on this project over the past few years. Now it’s done and the Gar-

den District folks are inviting the whole community to come out for the ribbon cutting. 

 

A stretch of Pima between Columbus and Alvernon has had a facelift. It’s now much more 

pedestrian and bike friendly than before the project was completed. I’m grateful to Gary 

Wittwer for his hard work in bringing this to completion – and for his conscientious follow-

up in putting the finishing touches on the work.  

 

Come on out this Saturday between 11:00 am and 1:00 pm for the celebration. You’ll see 

the new stormwater harvesting features, newly-constructed sidewalks, and the landscaping 

they now have in place. 

 

There will be a variety of food vendors at the celebration, Bailey will have her lemonade 

stand on site, they’ll be giving away books from their free library, and the Girl Scouts will 

have a supply of this year’s cookies for sale. 

 

A special bonus for coming will be free bike repair and free bike helmets for kids. It’s not a 

free-for-all – you need to sign up for this part in advance. All of the information to do that is 

included on the flyer at the end of this section. 

 

It’d be great to see a huge turnout for this long-awaited event. Lots of people have put in 

http://www.downtowntucson.org/visit/dining
http://www.downtowntucson.org/visit/dining
mailto:info@downtowntucson.org
mailto:info@downtowntucson.org
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lots of work to finish the project and pull this ribbon-cutting together. 

 

The Garage Eatery and Pub 

There used to be a garage on the northeast corner of 

4th Ave and University. Now there’s a garage located 

there. The difference is that the new one is a pub and 

eatery. 

 

The Grand Opening for the Garage on 4th is Tuesday, 

February 14th. The transformation of the historic 
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structure has involved a lot of hard work by owner David Blair and city staff. Now it’s 

done, and they’re ready to open for business on the Avenue. They’ll open at 11:00 am. It’s 

Valentine’s Day. Take your significant other on a date to check them out. 

 

You can find their website at www.thegarageon4th.com. It has their menu pages, hours of 

operation, and contact information. It’s great to welcome another new local, small business 

that’s activating a historic space. This is one more example of the success we’re seeing with 

our adaptive reuse emphasis. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Steve Kozachik 

Council Member, Ward 6 

Ward6@tucsonaz.gov 

 

Events and Entertainment 
 

Desert Diamond Cup-Preseason MLS Soccer 

Saturday, February 18 & 25, 2017 

Kino Sports Complex, 2500 E Ajo Way 

Pima County, Visit Tucson, and the Town of Oro Valley are proud to partner with FC Tuc-

son and Major League Soccer to present 2017 Major League Soccer (MLS) Preseason in 

Tucson at the Desert Diamond Cup at Kino Sports Complex, North Stadium.   

For tickets and schedule, visit: fctucson.ticketsocket.com.  

 

Tucson Rodeo & Parade - La Fiesta de los Vaqueros 

Saturday, February 18 – Sunday, February 26, 2017 

Tucson Rodeo Grounds, 4823 S 6th Ave 

This annual event is centered around the Tucson Rodeo, one of the top 25 rodeos on the 

Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA) calendar. The sport’s best cowboys and 

cowgirls compete in six rodeo performances on February 18 and 19, and February 23-26. 

www.tucsonrodeo.com  
 

Ongoing 
Arizona State Museum, 1013 E University Blvd | www.statemuseum.arizona.edu 

"Snaketown: Hohokam Defined" Exhibit, through July 1, 2017 

 

Arizona Theater Company, 330 S Scott Ave | www.arizonatheatre.org 

  

The Rogue Theatre, The Historic Y, 300 E University Blvd | www.theroguetheatre.org 

 

Tucson Museum of Art, 140 N Main Ave | www.TucsonMusuemofArt.org 

 

Tucson Convention Center, 260 S Church St | tucsonconventioncenter.com  

 

Meet Me at Maynards, 311 E Congress St | www.MeetMeatMaynards.com 

http://www.thegarageon4th.com
mailto:Ward6@tucsonaz.gov
https://fctucson.ticketsocket.com/
http://www.tucsonrodeo.com
http://www.statemuseum.arizona.edu
http://www.arizonatheatre.org/
http://www.theroguetheatre.org
http://www.TucsonMusuemofArt.org
http://tucsonconventioncenter.com/event-calendar/
file:///C:/Users/mthrash1/AppData/Local/Temp/XPgrpwise/www.MeetMeatMaynards.com
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A social walk/run through the Downtown area. Every Monday, rain or shine, holidays too! 

Check-in begins at 5:15pm. 

 

Mission Garden, 929 W Mission Ln | www.tucsonbirthplace.org  

A living agricultural museum and ethnobotanical garden at the site of Tucson's Birthplace 

(the foot of "A-Mountain"). For guided tours call 520-777-9270. 

 

Children's Museum Tucson, 200 S 6th Ave | www.childernsmuseumtucson.org 

 

Tucson Botanical Gardens, 2150 N Alvernon Way | www.tucsonbotanical.org 

“Frida Kahlo: Art, Garden, Life” Exhibit, October 10, 2016 – May 31, 2017 

 

Southern Arizona Transportation Museum, 414 N Toole Ave | 

www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org  

 

UA Mineral Museum, 1601 E University Blvd | www.uamineralmuseum.org 

 

Jewish History Museum, 564 S Stone Ave | www.jewishhistorymuseum.org 

 

Fox Theatre, 17 W Congress St | www.FoxTucsonTheatre.org 

 

Hotel Congress, 311 E Congress St | hotelcongress.com 

 

Loft Cinema, 3233 E Speedway Blvd | www.loftcinema.com 
 

Rialto Theatre, 318 E Congress St | www.rialtotheatre.com 

 

http://www.tucsonbirthplace.org
tel:5207779270
http://www.childernsmuseumtucson.org
http://www.tucsonbotanical.org
http://www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org
http://www.uamineralmuseum.org
http://www.jewishhistorymuseum.org
http://www.FoxTucsonTheatre.org
http://hotelcongress.com
http://www.loftcinema.com
http://www.rialtotheatre.com/

