
   Ward 6 Newsletter 

Ward 6 Staff 

Corbin 

In the past week I’ve attended memori-

al services for two friends who died 

(Tom Sanders and Gayle Hopkins – 

many of you knew them), had a niece 

married, and became a grandpa. Life’s 

cycles. 

 

So the Ward 6 office now has a grand-

son. This is Corbin at about two hours 

old. He’s resting up for when I get him 

out on the road running – and for the 

trip to the zoo I’ve already booked for 

this November. He’s the reason my bride recently retired from a 35 year career at 

TUSD. Pretty peaceful looking pose. I wonder what his world will look like in 20 

years.  

 

Broadway 

It’s just a wild guess, but I suspect the public hearing we have tomorrow evening 

won’t be quite as peaceful as what Corbin’s experiencing in that photo. The hour-

long public hearing will begin during our evening session. I expect a full house, 

and so I requested a change of venue. If you’re planning on coming, the evening 
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Continued: A Message From Steve 

Tucson Police 
Department 

911 or nonemergency 
791-4444 

 

Water Issues 
791-3242/800-598-9449 
Emergency: 791-4133 

 

Street Maintenance 
791-3154 

 
Graffiti Removal 

792-2489  
 

Abandoned 
Shopping Carts  

791-3171 
 

Neighborhood 
Resources  
837-5013 

 

SunTran/SunLink 
792-9222 

TDD: 628-1565 
 

Environmental 
Services 
791-3171 

 
Park Wise 
791-5071 

 

Planning and 
Development 

Services 791-5550 
 

Pima Animal Care 
Center 

724-5900 
 

Pima County Vector 
Control 

Cockroach: 443-6501 
Mosquito: 243-7999 

Important 

Phone Numbers 

session will be held in the County Board of Supervisors’ first floor meeting room at 130 

W. Congress. We’ll start at 5:30, and likely get to this item at around 6:30 pm. 

  

At the unveiling of the 30% alignment that was held last week, the city also revealed the 

results of a study related to moving and saving several houses located on the north side of 

Broadway, at the west end of the design corridor. Back in the ‘70s we had a similar com-

munity conversation about some historic buildings located on the north side of Speedway. 

Some were moved back to make way for widening Speedway – they’re still in place and 

now occupied by some UA programs. I found it odd that at the Metro Chamber business 

discussion that was held a couple of weeks ago, the moderator referred to that as a mis-

take. I know many in the community would hold a different opinion. 

Some of the members of the Rincon Heights Neighborhood asked what it would cost to 

move and preserve these buildings. As you can see, two of them are already city-owned, 

and five are privately owned. Poster Frost Mirto just completed a study on what it’d cost 

to do the work – find their spreadsheet on the next page. Bottom line: if their numbers are 

correct, it would cost $1.3M. At this time, the RTA says it would not be an allowable pro-

ject cost, which means the city, as the lead agency, would have to come up with the cash.  

 

We don’t have $1.3M laying around to fund this work. The Speedway widening happened 

before the RTA existed, so the funds came from a different pot of cash. If moving the 

houses on Broadway were to happen, the RTA and county would have to reconsider their 

position. 
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Tucson’s Birthday 

Doing the work would leave unaddressed the ultimate use of the buildings. The city would 

still own them, and we’re not in the business of being landlords. Some buyer would need to 

be found, and that new owner would then need to invest in tenant improvements to suit their 

operational needs. On top of that, I don’t know that taking care of one block answers the 

other questions people have about the proposed alignment – in fact, it might just open the 

door for requests of a similar nature down the road, literally. I’ll be listening during the pub-

lic hearing for whether this topic is even raised and, if so, for the context in which people 

speak about it. Here’s the Poster Frost Mirto rendering of what the segment would look like 

if the houses were moved. 
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We’re not expected to take any specific action after tomorrow night’s public hearing, but 

I’m sure there’ll be some conversation on what we’ve heard, and possibly reactions to the 

proposed alignment from some of the council members and mayor. Because the city is the 

lead agency on the project, making sure the project comes in under budget is our responsi-

bility – and covering any busts is our obligation. 

 

Budget 

On the budget note, today (Monday, April 4th) we’re holding a focused forum with city 

department heads to explore more deeply the budget hole we’re trying to fill. The meeting 

will be held at Fire Central, which is downtown (300 S Fire Central Pl). It’ll run from 4:00 

pm until around 8ish. It’s of course open to the public. 

 

One of the areas of focus for me will be how we’re allocating funds to touch the lives of 

the most needy in the community.  The Star ran an article on Sunday that addressed fund-

ing sources other than our General Fund. I’ve got issues with the allocations noted in that 

article, but that discussion isn’t happening at the M&C this week. 

 

We have funding sources other than the General Fund, but since the community needs far 

surpass the Federal sources’ ability to meet them, all of us on the M&C are committed to 

finding ways to allocate some of our General Fund resources to human service needs.  

 

Last week I obtained the list of the proposals we’ll be seeing the first week in May. Over 

100 applications came in for funding, and they came from dozens of service providers in 

the community. Many of them applied for more than one allocation – for example, the 

Salvation Army applied for funding related to nine different programs that they run, for a 

total of $800K in requests. All of the requests combined came out to millions of dollars in 

programmatic support. We don’t have anything close to the amount of resources to take 

care of those sorts of “asks,” but everyone was invited to submit. There were about 12 cat-

egories used to score the applications. The criteria ranged from whether the agency mis-

sion was consistent with our funding priorities, to whether it demonstrated a need for what 

was requested, to the cost-effectiveness of their budgets and performance outcomes.  

 

The sources of our funds include Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) and 

Emergency Services Grants (ESG), which are both federal, and our General Fund. The 

types of sub-categories covered by those funds are things like crisis and emergency shelter 

assistance, homeless programs, and assistance for youth, elderly, disabled, and other spe-

cial populations. To give an idea of the types of agencies we’ve funded in the past, here’s 

a table that shows our current CDBG funding allocation: 
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And here’s a table that shows what is being proposed for us to consider on May 3rd. 

These are just the CDBG funding proposals. I will be taking exception to two of them in 

particular when this comes to us: the elimination of funding for the Community Food Bank 

(CFB) emergency food program and the Primavera shelter programs. Combined, those two 

sets of programs touch thousands of people throughout the community annually. If they’ve 
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got to be weaned off from funding, that sort of action happens over time, not in a single 

move at the end of a fiscal year. 

 

To be fair, the CFB is recommended for continued funding for its Back Pack program 

(serves 2,000 kids), but the Caridad Community Kitchen request for General Fund dollars 

didn’t make the cut. Similarly, Primavera is being recommended for continued funding of 

the Primavera Works program through our General Fund, but other programs are either 

being zeroed out or only having portions of the requested funding recommended. For ex-

ample, the proposal above would reduce the downtown drop-in program from the request-

ed $88K down to $21K. That program serves over 3,000 homeless people, many of whom 

are on waiting lists for homes, and many of whom are mentally ill. They provide mail, 

messaging, and personal health care needs through the program. The Emergency Shelter 

Grant money they’ve requested will be dropped to such a level that these people are simply 

not going to be served. On top of that, the shelter money they received through CDBG 

funds would be eliminated.  

 

The dollars are being allocated to other agencies. All are worthy of some level of support. 

One of those is Old Pueblo Community Services. They applied for $150K in Low Demand 

Shelter funds – and they pretty much took a shotgun approach by applying for CDBG, 

ESG, and General Fund money. The recommendation would grant the full amount they 

applied for under CDBG. Salvation Army is another new recipient for its Safe Hands Traf-

ficking program. Obviously, this is a program I’d want to see supported – they requested 

$150K, and they’ll also be fully funded if M&C adopts these recommendations. 

 

One of the areas to which I don’t believe the selection committee gave adequate considera-

tion is the number of people touched by the programs. As I’ve noted, between the CFB and 

Primavera programs that are being zeroed out, thousands of people are impacted. Between 

the Low Demand and Safe Hands programs, it’s a couple of 

hundred. Those couple of hundred have legitimate needs and 

deserve consideration. And yet, when funding doesn’t meet the 

needs, tough choices need to be made. One of those is to cut the 

slices a little smaller so the reach is expanded. Eliminating en-

tire programs as important as those I’ve noted isn’t consistent 

with that approach. 

 

I suspect others on the M&C will share their thoughts on these proposed allocations ahead 

of the May 3rd meeting. Getting back to some level of support for those I’ve identified and 

keeping an open mind to the input from others on the M&C will be key to spreading our 

scarce resources as broadly as we can. 

 

Right now, staff proposes a 10% reduction to our General Fund funding for human ser-

vices agencies. That’s in the neighborhood of $150K. I would support our fully funding 

this line item and preserve the ability to reach at least three of the agencies that are now 

being eliminated from our allocation process. 

 

More in the Non-Profit World 

On that same theme, coming tomorrow (April 5th) all day - midnight to midnight - will be 

Arizona Gives Day. It’s a single statewide day of giving. Since 2013 when it began, it has 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+slicing+a+pie+thinner&view=detailv2&&id=ABAEEEBCD94FC6F307D832F4996D68BEDAD493D9&selectedIndex=37&ccid=TgzzYi3d&simid=608049116719746169&thid=OIP.M4e0cf3622dddd59ad3c592dc95463486H0
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helped to raise about $4.5M for Arizona non-profits.  

 

Arizona non-profits employ 

people (over 300,000) in 

addition to reaching into the 

lives of those in need. This 

graphic shows the broad 

economic impact that non-

profits have throughout the 

state. 

 

People need a reminder, and 

in that regard, Arizona 

Gives Day has been a great 

tool for getting many of you to open your checkbooks and hearts to the needy. This graphic 

clearly shows the impact of this Day: 

The organizers of Arizona Gives Day have provided ways for individuals and businesses to 

get involved.  Here are some links you can use to do that – and be a part of the solutions 

we’re trying to achieve through the allocation of scarce resources I’ve noted in the discus-

sion above, where we’ll be placing our own (taxpayer) dollars into community based pro-

grams.  

 

For individuals - they’ve provided resources for you to share why you care and encourage 

others to join in. 

For businesses - find information on how to support Arizona Gives Day through marketing 

communications, sponsorship, matching gifts and more 

 

It’d be great to see Tucson step up and be a big part of this year’s AZ Gives Day. 

 

Taxes 

Back to the budget more generally. Another fiscal item we’ll consider involves bringing to 

the voters a question about changing our charter as it relates to either sales or property taxes 

– or both. We’ll be talking through those options on Tuesday, but ahead of that I’ve sug-

gested looking at any particular tax in isolation from others and comparing that to other ju-

risdictions doesn’t tell the whole story. Some cities have property taxes, others don’t. Some 

have sales taxes at certain rates because they don’t have offsetting taxes in other areas. To 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/g9db3xe9wedrew0/AABpxYhLvsUss1lhSFT8jEeya?dl=0
https://azgives.givebig.org/c/GivesDay/p/for-businesses
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allow us to see the full picture for comparison, staff has produced the table shown below. 

It’s a good summary of who’s charging what to their residents. Having this will better in-

form our conversation on ballot measures. It’s also just interesting to see how others fund 

their core services. 

 

Tucson Greyhound Park 

There was more activity out at the track last week related to dogs being taken to a local 

veterinarian for treatment. 

 

Meet Bailey. He was taken to Briarcrest animal hos-

pital last week after having been served “bad food.” 

At this point, we’re not sure if it was tainted by being 

in violation of the prohibition of serving uncooked 

“4D” meat (coming from dead, dying, diseased or 

disabled livestock), or because of some other issue 

that happened with the food in his kennel. Over half 

of the dogs from that one kennel came up with some 

symptoms, likely food related. 

https://www.facebook.com/SAGreys/photos/a.355949911104395.91459.346489155383804/1144681482231230/?type=3
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Racetracks across the country feed diets based on 4D meat. It’s considered unfit for human 

consumption, so they feed it to the greyhounds. They’re supposed to cook it and kill the 

bacteria, but trainers are reluctant to do that because of concerns that it’ll slow down the 

hounds while racing. So, they take a minimalist approach, and as is typical of the greyhound 

racing industry, the dogs are the collateral damage. Uncooked 4D meat exposes the dogs to 

pathogens such as salmonella. 

 

I requested an inspection from the state, which sent out personnel but have yet to finalize 

the inspection. Of course, the longer it goes on the less likely it becomes that anybody will 

be held accountable. The night following Bailey’s incident, all races were cancelled. The 

report out to the public was that it was due to “equipment problems.” 

 

As is typical, Bailey and his vet bills were turned over to a local rescue. Neither the track, 

the trainers, or the owners pay for the medical bills related to the dogs they injure or make 

ill. It’s yet another of the unsavory aspects of greyhound racing. Southern Arizona Grey-

hound Adoption could be the recipient of your Arizona Gives donations. 

 

HB 2127 

On a more positive note, last Thursday, the legislature took one more step towards ending 

live greyhound racing in Arizona. On a voice vote, the senate ratified the bill aimed at clos-

ing down TGP by the end of this year. Finally the owners (Florida based, and living the life 

of luxury at the expense of the dogs) have either gotten tired of dropping revenues and/or 

the bad press many of us have been trying to help make public. With the owners finally 

ready to cash in their chips, it becomes more likely that a bill will be signed into law. 

 

I’ve said for a long time that the only reason live racing continues in Arizona is the state 

mandate that it do so in order to allow tracks to also run off-track betting facilities. If HB 

2127 is passed, the owners will continue to have that right for the next two years. But the 

live racing would end at the end of this calendar year. There are nuances in the bill to make 

sure all the players get their cut of the gaming money. For instance, the TGP owners will be 

paying a portion of their handle to horsemen’s groups as a way of buying the support of the 

horse racing tracks up in Phoenix. After two years, Turf Paradise – a horse track in Phoenix 

– will be allowed to open its own off-track betting facilities. 

 

It’s clear to see when all the layers are peeled back that none of this is about the welfare of 

the greyhounds. It is people making money on them, and rescues paying the freight when 

the dogs are ill or injured. Ending the track operations will come none-too-soon, and when 

the bill is finally signed, the focus will change to ensuring the dogs are adopted out in the 

most humane manner before the end of the year. 

 

World View 

Letting the air out of another balloon, a lawsuit has been 

threatened over the agreement the county made with World 

View, the near-space balloon company that’s hoping to 

open operations out by the eventual Sonoran Corridor later 

this year. This is of interest because the M&C recently also 

approved a deal to allow our Primary Jobs Incentive pack-

age to go to World View. A development agreement is be-

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+letting+the+air+out+of+a+balloon&view=detailv2&&id=871B6F2DEAE1F366ABA980FE50A7567315BB352D&selectedIndex=93&ccid=x0pc3rWg&simid=608035463023624689&thid=OIP.Mc74a5cdeb5a01470cfb9c00355f6768fo0
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ing crafted right now. I voted against that because I don’t believe having the county fund 

their manufacturing facility meets our standard for over $5M of private investment into 

the region. It appears a lawsuit might answer that question now. 

 

I said on the night of our vote that I hope 

for the success of World View. I contin-

ue to feel that way. I feel the same about 

the full build-out of the Sonoran Corri-

dor. But we have a gift clause built into 

the State Constitution that mandates any 

taxpayer incentives given to private de-

velopment has to yield back to the tax-

payers more than what they’re giving. 

The letter below explains the rationale 

for the threatened lawsuit – it’s based on the Gift Clause.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+letting+the+air+out+of+a+balloon&view=detailv2&&id=F992131548853CE17B3399BBF829366EE323B4E9&selectedIndex=124&ccid=iAxFCXdx&simid=608000974438270496&thid=OIP.M880c450977719a212943be47f10c8a8co0
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The letter is signed by James Manley. He’s a senior attorney at the Goldwater Institute. 

 

Just a hunch, but I doubt the county is going to terminate any of the contracts, so this has 

the potential to end up in litigation. I’m not going to try to predict whether the plaintiffs 

try to put the brakes on the project until the lawsuit is completed, but it wouldn’t be a 

huge surprise. That’d likely also put a halt to our own development agreement. 

I’ve stated in the past that if indeed World View has the research contracts lined up that 

they say they do, they’ve got the financial ability to go into the private market and secure 

their own loans for the project. To avoid the time and money associated with litigation, 

seeing that happen would be the best result. If that were the case, our own Primary Jobs 

Incentive would be an appropriate part for the city to play. 

 

Something More Down to Earth – 22nd Street & Alvernon Construction 

If you’ve been past that intersection in the past few weeks, you will have seen major road 

repair work going on. It began with the need to replace a sewer line, portions of which 

dated back to 1952. There’s also a water transmission main that’s being relocated – of 

course – to the middle of the intersection, as well as repairs to other segments of a 30” line 

that failed near the northwest corner of the intersection. This is a huge project involving 

multiple partners. It’s going well, and the people involved deserve credit for minimizing 

the impact on the traveling public. 

 

The work had to be broken into two phases – first replacing the corroded section of water 

pipe (done), and then pulling a liner inside the old pipe to prolong its lifespan. The work 

will continue until about mid-May. Following that, they’ll go in and repave the area – end 

of May is the likely full project completion date. 

 

Until the job’s done, there will be periodic lane closures. If you’d like to follow the pro-

gress and keep updated, you can do that through this link:  http://

sewerimprovements.com/22nd-street.  

  

 

 

When I kicked off my 2013 campaign, we 

did it at Borderlands Brewing Company. 

Great local brewers, started by some guys 

just hoping to make a go of it, and now a 

fixture in the downtown core. 

 

This week’s Local First is located at 119 E. Toole, right in the heart of the Historic Ware-

house Arts District. Mike and Myles – the guys who run the place – both come from med-

ical backgrounds, both continue to pursue medical and research careers, and both share a 

passion for home brewing. They pulled their resources together and opened Borderlands 

back in 2010. The Tap Room hours vary by the day. 
 

Wednesday and Thursday, noon until 9pm 

Friday and Saturday, noon until 10pm 

Sunday, noon until 5pm 

http://sewerimprovements.com/22nd-street
http://sewerimprovements.com/22nd-street
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+borderlands+brewing+company&view=detailv2&&id=3114052005FC9E3386E309D00EBBFEB8DD577007&selectedIndex=2&ccid=U%2bfz2WKm&simid=608007356761178356&thid=OIP.M53e7f3d962a63be38b1e8de2a076f101o0
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Check‘em out. Great service, and the product mix is a quality addition to the micro market 

that has blossomed in Tucson. Their phone number is 261.8773. 

 

Neighborhood Support Network - Huddle Up! 

On Saturday, April 16th, Neighborhood Support Network (NSN) and city staff are going to 

kick off a series of get-togethers in an effort to connect people who are active in improving 

their neighborhoods. This event will run from 1:00 to 4:00 pm out at the Sentinel Building 

on Commerce Park Loop, and the activities planned for it will get things started and seek 

ideas for future sessions and workshops from you. By way of example, those future topics 

for those could include things like conflict mediation, new neighborhood board member ori-

entation and training, what makes for good bylaws, and how to get the most of online re-

sources like PRO and the County Assessor’s property search page. In addition to that, the 

agenda builds in time for you to swap ideas and experiences with your counterparts from 

other areas of the city. 

 

Mark your calendars for April 16th if you’re involved with your neighborhood and would 

find access to others’ strategies, tips, and know-how helpful. This should be a fun afternoon, 

and those who come to this meeting will choose the topics for future get-togethers, so make 

it a priority if that longer-term effort sounds valuable. 

We’re grateful to NSN and city staff for taking part in this effort to build bridges throughout 

the community. 

Honor Flight 

And finally, we want to help Margo Susco from Hydra in her work on behalf of the Honor 

Flight heroes who'll soon be flying back to D.C. This annual event is remarkable in how 
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communities from across the nation step up to let our military men and women know how 

much we appreciate what they’ve done for us. Margo will be accompanying one of our 

WWII veterans on the trip. Please help her defray some of the costs associated with the 

trip - the flyer shown below had all the details. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Steve Kozachik 

Council Member, Ward 6 

Ward6@tucsonaz.gov 
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Events and Entertainment 

University of Arizona Spring Fling 

Friday, April 8 – Sunday, April 10, 2016  

University of Arizona Mall 

Come check out the largest student-run carnival in the nation and experience over 35 

rides, games, and a wide variety of over 20 original food booths ranging from corn dogs to 

crab puffs. The fair raises money for dozens of student organizations. Visit 

springfling.arizona.edu for information on admission, parking, and road closures. 

http://springfling.arizona.edu/
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Parks & Recreation Master Plan Open Houses 

The City of Tucson Parks and Recreation Department is inviting the public to a second 

round of community-wide public open houses to continue efforts to gather public input on 

how it can best deliver recreation and leisure opportunities. The master plan will antici-

pate future needs and outline actions necessary to deliver high quality recreation facilities, 

programs and services. Residents are invited to make their voices heard at any of the 

meetings and through a variety of online and social media options. Visit 

www.tucsonaz.gov/parks/masterplan for more information. Each of the following open 

houses will be held from 5:30-7:30 pm. 

 

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

El Pueblo Activity Center • Multipurpose Room • 101 W. Irvington Rd. 

Wednesday, April 13, 2016 

Morris K. Udall Center • 7200 E. Tanque Verde Rd. 

Thursday, April 14, 2016 

Randolph Dell Urich Golf Course • Copper Room • 600 S. Alvernon Way 

Wednesday, April 20, 2016  

Desert Sky Middle School • Multipurpose Room • 9850 E. Rankin Loop 

 

Feldman’s Neighborhood Water Harvesting Work Day 

Saturday, April 9, 2016 | 7 – 10 am 

East side of St. Luke’s Home | 615 E Adams St 

The Feldman’s neighborhood invites you to join them for a final planting and rain garden 

building work day on its C2E grant project along 1st Ave. They have 5 more trees and 

50+ native shrubs to plant. If you can, bring a shovel, gloves, and a refillable water vessel. 

Coffee, juice, and snacks will be provided. Please RSVP to Iylea Olson at ilode-

signs2@gmail.com.  

http://www.tucsonaz.gov/parks/masterplan
mailto:ilodesigns2@gmail.com
mailto:ilodesigns2@gmail.com

