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Parade of Lights 

Thanks to Brandi Hagga-Blackman from the 

Downtown Tucson Partnership for taking the 

lead on organizing this year’s downtown Parade 

of Lights. Ann, Alison, and Ann’s husband Rob – 

plus their puppy Sophie – joined my bride and 

me to walk the parade route. 

 

It was a little nippy in the Roadrunner jersey, but 

there were 

layers to help. 

 

Instead of a sign on the side of a car, we chose to 

mingle with the 15,000 of you all throughout the 

parade route with the sign my Ann crafted – in 

lights – to identify who we were. 

 

That’s Alison and my bride getting ready for the 

trek. We at the Ward office wish you all a very 

special holiday season. As I shared with the 

Sacred Space group Sunday evening, have a safe, 

healthy, and blessed time, however and with whomever you choose to spend it. 

Ann Charles 

Diana Amado 

Tucson First December 19, 2016 

Amy Stabler 

Steve Kozachik 
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Continued: A Message From Steve 

Ward 6 Office 
791-4601 

 
Tucson Police 
Department 

911 or nonemergency 
791-6813 

 

Water Issues 
791-3242/800-598-9449 
Emergency: 791-4133 

 

Street Maintenance 
791-3154 

 
Graffiti Removal 

792-2489  
 

Abandoned 
Shopping Carts  

791-3171 
 

Neighborhood 
Resources  
837-5013 

 

SunTran/SunLink 
792-9222 

TDD: 628-1565 
 

Environmental 
Services 
791-3171 

 
Park Tucson 

791-5071 
 

Planning and 
Development 

Services 791-5550 
 

Pima Animal Care 
Center 

724-5900 
 

Pima County Vector 
Control 

Cockroaches 724-3401 

Important 

Phone Numbers 

Half-Staff 

On South Nogales Highway last week, a 36-year-old guy 

was shot and killed. The suspects escaped from the scene. 

 

A 58-year-old grandmother in Detroit was just convicted 

on one count of involuntary manslaughter and two counts 

of second degree child abuse and felony firearm charges. 

She kept her gun stored under the dresser. Her grandson 

found it and accidently killed his 13-year-old friend. 

 

And three bodies were found in Mohave Valley, up by Bullhead City. They were all shot 

to death. That investigation is still going on. 

 

I shared this quote with the group that came together at St. Mark’s for the Sandy Hook 

remembrance – it’s worth sharing here, too. In the immediate aftermath of the Trump 

election, Wayne LaPierre (President of the NRA) said this: “This is our historic moment 

to go on the offensive and to defeat the forces that have aligned against our freedoms once 

and for all.” Really, Wayne? The comment exposes a certain level of insecurity, not based 

on fact and bordering on paranoia, which explains a lot. 

 

Property Disposal Lawsuit 

Last week we filed our brief in Superior Court related to the Attorney General’s attempt to 

seize our state shared revenues. It’s the $115M threat against our policy of destroying 

property, including guns, under our Charter-driven property disposal policy. 

 

Last Thursday we learned that the Attorney General (A.G.) has asked to have our case 

moved up to Maricopa County. In addition, he’s asking that the court dismiss our case – 

or at least hold it until the Supreme Court decides whether or not it’ll hear the issue. I 

thought those were significant and newsworthy items, but neither appeared in our local 

press. Simply put, this case needs to be heard in the lower court so the facts can be laid 

out. Supreme Court cases are for appeal – based on a set of facts laid out in a lower court. 

The A.G. wants to bypass that time-honored process, and the legislation was crafted to 

force that direction. 

 

As I’ve shared before, the threat brought by the A.G. is based on an unconstitutional law 

the legislature adopted last session, SB1487. In our filing, the City Attorney’s team laid 

out multiple ways in which 1487 steps on the constitution. I’ve broadly mentioned due 

process and separation of powers. Without quoting pages and pages from the brief, I’ll 

give you a better sense of how wildly the statute violates constitutional and other legal 

principles. 

We’ve won on elections cases before – same thing here. How we dispose of property, 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+flags+at+half+staff&id=0DD94CCAD014DCEAC76606A8B41B772A7D305E4F&FORM=IQFRBA
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Senator John 
McCain  (R) 
520-670-6334   

 

Senator Jeff  
Flake (R) 

520-575-8633  
 

Congresswoman 
Martha McSally (R)  

(2nd District) 
(202) 225-2542   

Tucson Office: 520-
881-3588 

 

Congressman 
Raul Grijalva (D) 

(3th District)  
520-622-6788  

 

Governor Doug 
Ducey (R) 

602-542-4331  
Tucson office:  
520-628-6580 

 

Mayor Jonathan 
Rothschild 

520-791-4201  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZoomTucson Map 
http://

maps.tucsonaz.gov
/zoomTucson/ 

including guns, is of local concern. Our Charter gives us the authority to do that. It’s not a 

state issue. SB1487 violates local autonomy. 

We, as elected officials, have certain Charter-driven authority to manage the affairs of the 

city. Withholding our state shared revenues impedes the ability to do that and would force a 

reduction in key Charter-identified services. 

Civics 101 – there’s a legislative, executive and judicial branch of government. Not only are 

their rights and responsibilities separate, together they form a balance of power. SB1487 is 

replete with examples of one branch being given the ability to usurp rights of another 

branch. 

The legislature sets the budget and identifies allocation of revenues. SB1487 gives the 

executive branch (A.G. and Treasurer) legislative authority to withhold our legislatively-

allocated state shared revenues. 

The legislature appropriates money for specific purposes. SB1487 allows the A.G. to 

change that appropriation without any affirming action by the legislature. 

SB1487 allows a single legislator (Finchem, in this case) and the A.G. to deprive taxpayers 

of their rights to certain services funded through legislatively-adopted means (state shared 

revenues) without any process, and it takes those revenues and distributes them to other 

taxpayers in other parts of the state. 

 

 

SB1487 treats City of Tucson residents differently than other residents of the state by 

forcing the city to pay a substantial filing fee in order to stand before a judge and make our 

case. Poll taxes are illegal in voting – a $57M filing fee is, too. 

 

 

Withholding our state shared revenues will impact our ability to honor financial obligations 

we have in certain contracts, including public employee pensions. 

 

Important 

Phone Numbers 
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By charging the city a $57M filing fee without any prior judicial review, SB1487 illegally 

deprives Tucson residents of their ‘day in court.’ 

SB1487 allows the A.G. to withhold state shared revenues appropriated according to 

certain legislated formulas without first amending those formulas. 

In concluding that our ordinance “may” violate state statute, SB1487 forces the city to 

post a confiscatory bond simply in order to make our case before the judiciary. We’re 

convicted by the executive branch and forced by the legislature to place ourselves at 

financial risk if we wish to challenge that determination. 

The A.G. has said we “may” be in violation of the law. He’s asking the courts to ‘advise’ 

on that uncertain opinion. Supreme Courts do not issue ‘advisory’ opinions on legal 

matters. The A.G. is asking the courts to do his job for him. 

This is the home rule item. Our Charter gives us certain rights. Disposal of property is one 

of them. (I shared the entire ordinance in last week’s newsletter.) SB1487 attempts to 

usurp that authority by claiming disposal of guns is a state issue and therefore is 

preempted by state law. We should be free to adopt local ordinances without interference 

by the state. 

 

So that’s 13 different ways SB1487 violates the state constitution or other provisions of 

state law. Attorney General Brnovich decided to ignore all of that because we’re breaking 

some guns. That’s why we’re in both the Superior Court and the State Supreme Court. 

 

Specifically, we’re asking that the Treasurer be stopped from withholding our state shared 

revenues, and that the court find SB1487 to be unconstitutional. And nobody, the city or 

anyone, should have to post a bond in order to go to court to protect their rights.  

 

Mark Finchem and Mark Brnovich feel all of this legal waste of taxpayer money is worth 

the fight – the bottom line is we’re destroying some guns consistent with our ordinance 

that guides disposal of property. We have asked to be made whole for attorney fees in this 

case. Maybe these guys would think through the implications of their actions if that 

payment came from their respective wallets. 

 

F-35 Cost Update 

Since the election there have been a few legislative, administrative, and, well, Twitter 

driven changes to issues surrounding the F-35, and to issues like military funding and 
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noise mitigation around airports more generally. 

 

You likely read about the Twitter flurry initiated by the President-elect related to Boeing 

Aircraft and the cost of Air Force 1. I’ll necessarily keep that part brief (fewer than 140 

characters). He said the cost of the plane was “out of control” and to “cancel order.” The 

fact that contracts have been issued may play some role in how that all plays out, but it set 

the stage for his later tweet about the F-35. In that one he said “The F-35 program and cost 

is out of control.”  

 

As an aside, when I write items that catch the attention of the County Administrator and he 

feels compelled to respond, that response is generally something along the lines of a 10-

page memo that’s well researched, annotated with footnotes, and that requires some 

cognitive attention to understand. On the federal level, it’ll be a much less challenging four 

years of just reading and responding to 140 character tweets. 

 

Back to the issue, though.  His tweet about the F-35 cost also got the attention of Senator 

McCain. He has already weighed in, calling the cost of the aircraft a ‘disgrace.’ Now he and 

Senator Flake are digging into the $125B in administrative costs associated with the DOD. 

The conversations are all rolled together, looking at bureaucracy costs, costs associated with 

the design, testing, and construction of the F-35, and sorting through how all of that fits 

with a President who has already thrown the figurative flag. I’m sure we’ll be reading more 

– either in the press, or in little sound bites of just a few characters. 

 

On a related note, both McCain and Flake made sure to include in the defense authorization 

bill (the military spending package just approved) a piece that requires the DOD to work 

with the Federal Aviation Administration when flight paths change and the result is new, 

higher noise impacts on residential areas below. One would expect the same principle to 

apply when new missions are assigned to a base. The issues arose in both Northern Virginia 

with helicopters, and at Phoenix Sky Harbor when they changed airplane flight patterns. 

The vote was bipartisan and heavily in favor of the FAA review requirement. 

 

There are concerns over the potential for noise impacts to midtown neighborhoods, as well 

as to southeast side neighborhoods, if or when the F-35 arrives. This new policy 

requirement related to environmental costs is something that McCain and Flake are now on 

the record supporting. We’ll see if it extends to the aircraft with whose financial costs 

they’ve also taken issue. 

 

Also included in that bill was the requirement for a ‘fly-off’ between the A-10 and the F-35. 

If the newer aircraft can’t provide the close air support that the A-10 is able to give 

servicemen and women on the ground, we may be the long term-home for the A-10 at DM 

while the rest of the litigation and debates happen in other locations. Lots of changes in 

D.C. for us to keep an eye on. 

  

Pima Pedestrian Path 

The residents of the Garden District demonstrated the patience of Job as they waited for the 

construction of the grant-funded Pima Pedestrian Path project. Thanks to city staff for 

continued engagement with the folks who live in the Garden District as questions about 

some of the finishing touches came up shortly after the project was (sort of) completed. 
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I poached these pictures from the Garden 

District newsletter (thank you, Meg) on 

Saturday. It shows how the project did exactly 

what it was intended to do, capturing the rain in 

new basins. There are now several along the 

stretch of road just east of Alvernon on Pima. 

 

We’ve had some unfortunate, overly-

enthusiastic pruning of plants in basins in the 

recent past. Now that we have more of this 

green 

infrastructure, putting into place appropriate 

protocols for how they’re maintained is 

imperative. I’ve begun that dialogue with staff and 

several of the affected parties. That dialogue feels 

like it’s headed in a good direction. 

 

I’ve asked for photos of attractive and walkable 

urban streetscapes. Now we have the Garden 

District to add to the list. 

 

Water Department Investments 

When a water main breaks, the results can be catastrophic for the residents who rely on 

that part of the system for service. Breaks also represent a huge waste of water while work 

is being done to shut down the supply to the area. You might recall a few years ago when 

that happened to one of our huge 96” lines out on the west side. This photo is of an 84” 

line that was recently repaired prior to bursting. 

 

This crew is wrapping a pipe with 

high-tension cables. As the cables 

age, they break. We have a similar 

condition in the tennis courts on 

campus. There are high-tension 

cables underneath the slab to 

prevent the concrete surface from 

moving and cracking. As the 

cables break, we see cracks in the 

courts, and they become 

unplayable. It’s much worse, 

though, when a water line breaks. 

 

We talk during each year’s budget 

process about our five year capital 

investment plan for Tucson Water. One of the past investments they made was the 

placement of acoustic cables along many of our large water lines. They are able to monitor 

the high-tension cables wrapped around the pipes by detecting the sound of snaps, which 

put the system at risk of major failure when they happen. The repairs you see in the picture 

resulted from our having received and responded to such an alert. 
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Right now on Columbus, north of Pima, there’s a similar repair going on. It’s also the result 

of a sound alert from the acoustic system. If you are traveling northbound on Columbus, 

you cannot reach Grant Road from Pima. Your best route options are to divert either over to 

Alvernon or over to Swan.  

 

This is a short term detour, but the work is necessary. Don’t try to wind your way through 

the neighborhood – it’ll take you as much time as heading over to one of the arterials, and 

it’s much less safe for the pedestrians who use those narrow and curvy residential streets. 

 

Children’s Museum Tucson 

200 S 6th Ave / 520.792.9985 

 

Over the holidays, some of you may be having 

out-of-town guests visit. Some of them will bring kids along. The Children’s Museum 

Tucson is a great option for an afternoon excursion.  

 

Located in the historic main 

library building downtown, all of 

the exhibits are interactive, 

educational, and entertaining for 

the kids. They’re open from 9:00 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Tuesday 

through Friday, and 10:00 a.m. 

through 5:00 p.m. on the 

weekends. Even if you’ve been 

there before, the exhibits change 

regularly – and so do your kids – 

so a repeat visit over the holiday 

is worth the trip. 

 

Another local item is available over at Ermanos on 4th Avenue. In the spirit of the season, 

and given the name appeal, I thought I’d just share this review on an ale option you may not 

have tried: 

 

FOUNDERS LIZARD OF KOZ 

IMPERIAL STOUT  ·  10.5% ABV 

This one is near and dear to our hearts. Brewmaster 

Jeremy Kosmicki wanted to make the birthday of his 

little sister, Liz, a special one. So he did what he 
does best and brewed a stout using a few of her favorite ingredients: 

fresh Michigan blueberries, rich chocolate and vanilla aged in bourbon 
barrels to round out those beautiful flavors. Liz was floored and we think 

you will be too. 
 
Tell my how you like it. At 10.5%, I’d be under the table if I sniffed the stuff.  

 

https://www.taphunter.com/beer/style/imperial-stout/51833312
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Ermanos is located at 220 N. 4th. Their hours vary by the day: 

 
They’ve got a very attractive food menu, too.  Phone ahead at 445.6625. 

 

Holiday Outdoor Options 

In addition to the indoor experience you can have at the Children’s Museum, we have 

some fun outdoor ways you can share Tucson with visitors: Mt. Lemmon and Sabino 

Canyon. 

 

The UA College of Science, in partnership with downtown residents, Madden Media, and 

Visit Tucson, have put together a phone app that is an educational audio tour you can 

“take” on your way up Mt. Lemmon. So far since its launch in November of last year, 

over 55,000 people have taken advantage of it. 

 

There’s signage installed along Catalina Highway 

that gives instructions to app users on when the 

“tour” begins. You follow that signage to sync up the 

audio with your actual location on the way up the 

mountain. 

 

This is a free download at the iTunes app store if 

you’re an iPhone user, or on Google Play if you’re an 

Android phone user. I have a Verizon flip phone, so 

I’m just along for the nice ride. 

 

There’s 60 minutes of content on the app. All of it was written by the UA College of 

Science. It talks about the science of the various environmental zones you’ll travel 

through as you wind your way up the hill.  

 

Also, the RTA and shuttle company BYD are 

offering free shuttles from Udall Park up to 

Sabino Canyon. They’ll take you to the Sabino 

entrance – then the hiking is on you. The 

shuttles will be running from December 26th 

through January 2nd. The shuttle’s an electric 

vehicle, so you’re supporting the environment 

while you ride with the others on the trip.  

The shuttles will leave Udall starting at 9:15 

a.m. The last one will return from the Sabino 

Mon 11:00 am - 12:00 am 

Tue 11:00 am - 12:00 am 

Wed 11:00 am - 12:00 am 

Thu 11:00 am - 12:00 am 

Fri 11:00 am - 1:00 am 

Sat 11:00 am - 1:00 am 

Sun 11:00 am - 10:00 pm 



P A G E  9  

Tucson’s Birthday 

entrance at 4:45 p.m. They’ll run hourly during that window. You’ll find them in Udall Park 

near the Tanque Verde Road entrance. And if you’re getting there by Sun Tran, the routes 

that connect closest to that location are the 5, 8, 9 and 37. 

 

Boards, Committees and Commissions 

We’re closing the loop on the review of three more of our Boards, Committees and 

Commissions (BCCs). There was early talk about merging the Commission on Disability 

Issues, the Commission on Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Issues, and the Human 

Relations Commission. That merger won’t happen. 

 

We have a group of staffers, an intern working through the City Manager’s Office, Amy 

from my office, and some Tucson Residents for Responsive Government (TRRG) members 

who have been meeting regularly on the issue of the BCCs. Because there are so many of 

them, they have a significant effect on the workload in the City Clerk’s office. With many 

either not meeting or having tough times making quorum, we’re going through the entire list 

and making changes.  

 

The review of CODI, GLBT, and HRC showed they deal with unique and distinct issues. 

We heard from members representing them all, and I believe there’s unanimous approval 

among M&C to keep them in tact as they are. Affirming that, the City Manager issued this 

letter last week. 

The review of the remaining BCCs continues. It’s a lot of work for the small group to which 
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it’s assigned. I appreciate the efforts they’re putting in. While this merger isn’t happening, 

studying the individual groups has been an important exercise in understanding better 

what each is working on and the challenges each one faces. 

 

Robert Shelton 

When you see that image you should think ‘Bob 

Shelton.’ He’s the person most responsible for the 

development and marketing of Old Tucson from the 

‘60s though the ‘80s in ways that put our region on 

the international film making map. During that time 

period, only the Grand Canyon was a more heavily 

visited tourist destination. 

 

Several months ago, I met with Shelton and some of his associates with the goal of trying 

to find a location for his memorabilia. Those artifacts cover the rich history of Old Tucson 

and the films that were shot out there. And more.  

 

Last week, at the age of 95, Bob passed away. His legacy will continue interminably. I’m 

still hopeful that two things will happen: first, we’ll be able to find a suitable site to 

display the artifacts he has amassed, and second, that the state finally does the right thing 

and adopts a statewide film incentive – and names the bill in honor of Bob Shelton. 

 

Plans for a celebration of his life are being put together right now. The date will be Friday, 

January 28th. Time and location are TBD. His family has asked that if you would like to 

give in his memory to please make any donations in his honor to the Adult Loss Of 

Hearing Association (ALOHA). They’re located at 4000 E Ft Lowell – 85712. 

 

Reindeer  

We’re singing carols again this week – this time 

for the residents at Council House. We had fun 

with the Villa Maria folks last week. In the 

Christmas spirit, I thought I’d share some facts 

and fables from reindeer life. UA faculty 

members Netzin and Dieter Steklis offer a 

course in Human and Animal Interrelationships. 

It’s a gen. ed. class that enrolls over 1,000 

students each fall. In honor of the season, they 

did a Q&A on reindeer. I’ve included those 

below, along with some comments of my own. 

 

Q: Where did the story of Santa's 
reindeer-drawn sleigh begin?   
Dieter: The mythology of Santa with flying reindeer is a product of American 
creativity in the early 1800s. Recall the poem by Clement Clarke Moore that 
begins, "'Twas the night before Christmas, and all through the house …" We read 
this classic tale to our young boys during the holiday season, but when I was a 
child in Germany my only memory of reindeer is how terrible it tasted. How did an 
18th-century New Yorker come up with the idea of a tiny Santa in a sleigh pulled 
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by eight tiny flying reindeer? There are several competing theories about the origin 
of this myth, but not any one is well-supported. In fact, this American invention 
seems to be a mashup of Norse mythology — Thor, the god of storms, who rode 
across the sky in a chariot pulled by two goats similar to "Donar" and "Blitzen," 
which I recognize as Germanic/Dutch words for thunder and lightning — combined 
with the Scandinavian celebration of "Sinterklaas," gift-giving in honor of St. 
Nicholas that sounds awfully similar to "Santa Claus." There's also a sprinkle of a 
cultural practice of the indigenous Saami, or Laplanders — people that live in the 
Arctic, far north of Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia, as semi-nomadic reindeer 
herders who rely on reindeer to pull all their worldly possessions on a sleigh. Did I 
mention that the Saami also feed their reindeer psychedelic mushrooms? When the 
reindeer get "high," the Saami drink their urine to share in the experience. The 
mushroom is toxic to humans, but if it is processed through the reindeer, it is not. 
Maybe when they got high, they saw visions of reindeer flying! 
 

Okay, so the little kids I called a couple of weeks ago as Santa might take issue with his 

calling Santa and the sleigh a ‘myth.’ He can sort that out with them, though. And I think 

I’ll leave the Saami cocktail all to them. Doesn’t sound particularly appealing. 

 

Q: Are Santa's reindeer male or female?   
Netzin: Unusually, both male and female reindeer grow antlers. In other deer, only 
the males grow them. They take enormous energy to grow and can weigh 30 
pounds when they fall off and span four to five feet wide, but they probably weigh 
close to 50 pounds while they are filled with blood as they are growing. The males 
even grow a "shovel" in front that is used to protect the eyes from oncoming antlers 
and to scrape the ice and snow to get to lichen underneath. Males lose their antlers 
after the rutting season, when males fight for access to females. But females keep 
them longer into December, presumably because the antlers help in protecting their 
calves from predators and in competing for food with other herd members. Even a 
big male cannot push around a female with antlers. So, next time you see Santa's 
reindeer, check if they have antlers. If so, they must be females! You go, girls! 
 

All I can say is that Mr. and Mrs. Clause have issues if they named their baby reindeer girl 

‘Rudolph.’ Something’s wrong with Netzin’s answer, or something’s wrong with the 

pictures we see of Rudolph and the sleigh. 

 

Q: What are some of the most unique physical characteristics of reindeer? 
Dieter: Well, whenever you mention reindeer, often people think of Rudolph, the 
storybook red-nosed reindeer. Reindeer have long noses that warm the extremely 
cold air they breathe before it gets to the lungs. Because they are curious, they also 
use that nose to explore and investigate. When visiting the reindeer (at the Grand 
Canyon Deer Farm), we were amazed at how they were sniffing us out like a dog! 
Why does Rudolph have a red, glowing nose? Perhaps he is cold? Not likely, since 
reindeer also have special, hollow fur that traps air so that even in frigid winds, they 
stay warm. Perhaps Rudolph's red nose helps him navigate at night? Reindeer 
actually do well in low light, which is the condition during much of the year in the 
northern latitudes where they live. Their eyes capture any light reflected from snow, 
and they can even see in the UV range, like bees. This is particularly helpful since 
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the lichen they eat glows in the UV range. So, they don't need help from 
Rudolph's luminous muzzle. 
 
Another interesting trait of reindeer has to do with an unusual sound you hear 
when among a herd. The popular Christmas-carol lyric "up on the housetop, click, 
click, click" may refer to more than the sound of hooves. Reindeer have tendons 
that click when they walk. It sounds like when you crack your ankle. Recently, 
researchers found that loud knee clicking is an "honest signal" of body size — the 
bigger the reindeer, the louder the clicking, and perhaps the more attractive to the 
lady reindeer. 
 

Nice to know that as I get older, my ‘clicking’ when I stand up is going to get me dates 

with reindeer. I’ll keep it in mind as I hobble up from chairs. 

 

Q: Are reindeer wild or domesticated? 
Netzin: Reindeer occur as both wild and domesticated and even feral — 
domesticates that "go wild" and breed with undomesticated ones. Reindeer offer 
an interesting case that illustrates what happens to animals on the path to 
domestication, where reproduction is fully controlled by humans. One feature of 
animals that are domesticated is that they are tame in their behavior. The 
disposition of our reindeer friends (at the farm) was very calm, unlike other deer. 
And they need very little or no sedative — it could actually kill them — whereas 
other deer need sedative when handled by a vet. They also have a short flight 
distance. That means that a human can approach the animal to within a short 
distance before it begins to flee. These reindeer are very curious by nature and 
have a relatively short flight distance, compared to our Arizona pronghorn, 
which flee if they see you a mile away. Tolerance of humans and short flight 
distance are probably products of domestication. In fact, the flight distance is 
different for feral versus wild reindeer. Because they are partially domesticated, 
feral reindeer have a shorter flight distance compared to their wild herd mates. 
One student raised his hand in our class and asked, "Why would Santa select 
reindeer to deliver presents all over the world if they have a short flight distance?" 
He is now one of our research assistants. 
 

And I read of a philosophy teacher who once asked the question on a final exam “Why?” 

Students took the full time answering with pages of what they must have felt were 

insightful thoughts. One kid simply answered “Because,” turned in his exam and left. He 

too may now be a research assistant. 

 

Netzin and Dieter started the UA Human-Animal Interaction Research Initiative. Their 

goal is to better understand and promote human/animal interactions, and how together 

they form a symbiotic relationship. It happens with you and your puppy every day. 

 

Savable Pets at PACC 

Here’s closing with another animal-themed item, but one tied in with one of Tucson’s 

most popular attractions, The Gaslight Theater.  I’m putting this in early so you can be 

sure to get tickets because they will sell out. 
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The target is at-risk dogs and cats who are being housed out at Pima Animal Care Center 

(PACC). They’re mature, but may need some extra medical or behavioral care. The group 

being promoted at The Gaslight is Save the Savable (website at www.savethesavable.com). 

They’re part of the PACC no kill initiative – grassroots local organization. 

 

The show begins at 8:00 p.m., 

and they’ll have a raffle as the 

fundraiser for the pets. Here’s a 

link you can use to get 

involved: www.eventbrite.com/

e/the-two-amigos-the-gaslight-

theater-presented-by-

savethesaveablecom-tickets-

28489549008. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Steve Kozachik 

Council Member, Ward 6 

Ward6@tucsonaz.gov 

 

 

Events and Entertainment 
 

Tucson Roadrunners Hockey vs. Bakersfield Condors 

Tues., Dec. 20 & Wed., Dec. 21, 2016 | 7:05 pm 

Tucson Convention Center Arena, 260 S Church Ave 

Watch the Tucson Roadrunners cross hockey sticks with the Bakersfield Condors at Tucson 

Convention Center Arena in downtown Tucson. $11-$29. Children ages 2 and under get in 

free. www.tucsonroadrunners.com  

 

The Nutcracker Ballet 

Thu. Dec 22, 7:30 pm | Fri. Dec 23, 3:00 pm & 7:30 pm | Sat. Dec 24, 1:00 pm 

Tucson Music Hall, Tucson Convention Center, 260 S Church Ave 

Ballet Tucson’s beloved production continues its tradition of filling audiences with the joy 

and wonder of the holiday season. ballettucson.org/performances-tickets  

 

NOVA® Home Loans Arizona Bowl 

Friday, December 30, 2016 | 3:30 pm kickoff 

Arizona Stadium, 545 N. National Championship Dr 

The 2nd annual NOVA® Home Loans Arizona Bowl, Tucson's Official Football Festival, 

will feature the Air Force Falcons football vs. the South Alabama Jaguars. The Desert 

Diamond Casino Pre-game Tailgate Festival on the University of Arizona Mall will include 

a performance by Arizona's own The Gin Blossoms. Admission to the concert is included 

with a game ticket. www.novaarizonabowl.com  
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Ongoing 
 

Tucson Botanical Gardens, 2150 N Alvernon Way | www.tucsonbotanical.org 

“Frida Kahlo: Art, Garden, Life” Exhibit, October 10, 2016 – May 31, 2017 

 

Southern Arizona Transportation Museum, 414 N Toole Ave | 

www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org  

 

UA Mineral Museum, 1601 E University Blvd | www.uamineralmuseum.org 

 

Jewish History Museum, 564 S Stone Ave | www.jewishhistorymuseum.org 

 

Fox Theatre, 17 W Congress St | www.FoxTucsonTheatre.org 

 

Hotel Congress, 311 E Congress St | hotelcongress.com 

 

Loft Cinema, 3233 E Speedway Blvd | www.loftcinema.com 
 

Rialto Theatre, 318 E Congress St | www.rialtotheatre.com 

 

Arizona State Museum, 1013 E University Blvd | www.statemuseum.arizona.edu 

 

Arizona Theater Company, 330 S Scott Ave | www.arizonatheatre.org 

 

The Rogue Theatre, The Historic Y, 300 E University Blvd | www.theroguetheatre.org 

 

Tucson Museum of Art, 140 N Main Ave | www.TucsonMusuemofArt.org 

 

Tucson Convention Center, 260 S Church St | tucsonconventioncenter.com  

 

Meet Me at Maynards, 311 E Congress St | www.MeetMeatMaynards.com 

A social walk/run through the Downtown area. Every Monday, rain or shine, holidays too! 

Check-in begins at 5:15pm. 

 

Mission Garden, 929 W Mission Ln | www.tucsonbirthplace.org  

A living agricultural museum and ethnobotanical garden at the site of Tucson's Birthplace 

(the foot of "A-Mountain"). For guided tours call 520-777-9270. 

 

Children's Museum Tucson, 200 S 6th Ave | www.childernsmuseumtucson.org 
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