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2011 WaterSmart Business Program
Recognized for Wise Water Management
Pio Decimo Center

Pio Decimo Center is a multi-purpose family center that serves families throughout
Tucson and Pima County. The center has hundreds of visitors every week, many of them
children. There are also 12 casitas (single-family units) on the property for transitional housing.

Because a significant percentage of its funding is through grants, donors, and other public
support, staff are highly conscious of operational costs. And water use is one area where they
communicate with each other and with those they serve.

In 1995 and 2002, major renovations
took place in the center’s bathroom
facilities. Pio Decimo has 13 toilets, 3
urinals, and 13 sinks and the installation of
low-flow fixtures have made a significant
difference in indoor water savings. Tucson
Water staff also provided free high-efficient
aerators for all sinks. The rare leak is
addressed quickly, thanks to a full-time
maintenance person on staff.

Outside, most of the landscaping consists of native and drought-tolerant plants and trees.
Drip irrigation is in place and the design is such to make the best use of the water needed.
Cosmetic improvements take place on a regular basis.

Because of state regulations applicable to its license as a child care facility, Pio Decimo
Center cannot make certain water-saving improvements such as rainwater harvesting or
installing a cistern. However, they have looked at every other aspect of their water use and found
the best way to use water wisely every day.



http://www.ccs-soaz.org/Pio-Decimo-Center.html

