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TUCSON WATER TO REINTRODUCE WATER  
INTO THE SANTA CRUZ RIVER 

 
Santa Cruz River Heritage Project will help ensure reliable water resources for Tucson 

 
TUCSON, ARIZONA (06/18/2019)—Tucson Water will launch the Santa Cruz River Heritage 
Project on Monday, June 24, when it begins adding reclaimed water to the Santa Cruz River at a 
point south of Sentinel Peak near downtown Tucson. The project will release up to 2.8 million 
gallons of reclaimed water daily, creating a ribbon of water that will travel up to a mile or more 
north before soaking into the ground. The water will improve river conditions by supporting the 
return of native plants and animals, complement historical and cultural projects in the area, and 
recharge water into the local aquifer. 

“This project creates a lot of value for our community in an efficient and innovative way,” said 
Tucson Water Director Tim Thomure. “We’re delivering recycled water through our existing 
network of pipes to bring some flow back to this part of the river, replenish groundwater, and 
enhance the natural environment near the historic heart of our community.”  

Reclaimed water is highly treated wastewater that Tucson Water has provided since 1984 to 
irrigate parks, schools, golf courses, and neighborhood landscapes to conserve drinking water. 
Today, reclaimed water represents about 10% of water resources used in the community. Tucson 
Water will use existing infrastructure to bring reclaimed water from Pima County’s wastewater 
treatment facilities to the Heritage Project location for in-channel aquifer recharge and riparian 
habitat expansion.  

The project will kick off with a June 24 celebration (4:30 p.m., 1580 S. Santa Cruz Lane) held in 
conjunction with the 22nd Annual El Día de San Juan Fiesta. Tucson Mayor Jonathan Rothschild, 
Ward 1 Council Member Regina Romero, Pima County Supervisor Richard Elías, and Thomure 
will speak at the event.  

For more information about the event and the Heritage Project, please visit 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/water/Heritage. 

To learn more about reclaimed water, see https://www.tucsonaz.gov/water/ reclaimed-faq. 
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