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Repairs to 96” Pipeline Completed 
 
Repairs to a 96” pipeline that delivers recovered Colorado River water from the Avra Valley 
aquifer have been completed. Tucson Water crews will start the first phase of work this week to 
bring the renewable water supply system back into service. 
 
The Central Arizona Project (CAP) shuts down operations every November as part of a regular 
maintenance program for the CAP canal and pumping stations that deliver Colorado River to 
southern Arizona. Tucson Water takes advantage of this time to shut down portions of its 
delivery system for CAP water. This year, a 96” pipeline that delivers water into Tucson was 
drained and inspected. Repairs were undertaken as needed to preserve the integrity of the pipe.  
 
Employees began refilling the 60-million-gallon Clearwell reservoir, located in the Starr Pass 
area, on Monday, November 19. Prior to slowly refilling the 96” concrete and steel pipe, water 
will be allowed to flow through the pipe to scour out any debris that may have accumulated onto 
the floor of the pipe during repair work. Residents may see this water draining into the Santa 
Cruz River near Mission Road and San Marcos Drive. Water being discharged from the pipe 
may flow for a short distance in the river channel, and will then sink into the ground. After the 
debris is cleaned out, the pipe will be disinfected before it is brought back into service.  
 
More information can be found on the Water Outages and Advisories map on the Tucson Water 
website at: https://www.tucsonaz.gov/water. 
 
Phase 2 of the project will start on Monday, December 3. More information will be provided 
next week on the second phase of the process. 
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