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Sonora Environmental Research Institute Receives International Recognition 
 
 
The Sonora Environmental Research Institute (SERI) has been awarded the National Energy 
Globe Award for the United States. The recognition is granted by the Energy Globe Foundation, 
a non-profit organization founded by Austrian energy pioneer Wolfgang Neumann.  
 
SERI is being recognized for investigation of the effectiveness of a loan program for low-income 
residents to provide a mechanism for residents to invest in rainwater harvesting systems over 
time, to overcome the upfront costs of installation of rainwater harvesting systems.  
 
A recognition ceremony will be held at 11 a.m., Tuesday, September 11, 2018, at the SERI 
office, 3202 E. Grant Road. The certificate will be presented by Georg Füerlinger from the 
Austrian Trade Commission.  
 
Ann Marie Wolf, Executive Director of SERI, stated that the pilot project was undertaken in 
response to a community need. “Tucson Water implemented a rebate program for the installation 
of residential rainwater harvesting. While the program was popular, it became obvious that low-
income communities were not participating due the high up-front costs associated with the 
installation of these types of systems.” Wolf stated “working in partnership with the Arizona 
Bureau of Applied Research Anthropology, we were able to meet a community need in a way 
that ensures equity in the installation of rainwater harvesting systems.”  
 
Tucson Water Director Timothy Thomure stated that SERI has partnered with Tucson Water for 
more than 10 years in various efforts to educate the community on matters related to water.  
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Working with SERI, Tucson Water provided the seed money for a loan and grant program to 
assist low-income families with this effort. According to Director Thomure, “With this latest 
effort, Tucson Water has been able to support sustainability goals with members of the 
community who might otherwise been unable to participate. In the first year of the program, 
SERI was able to initiate the installation of 100 rainwater harvesting systems that otherwise 
would not have been installed.”  
 
SERI is a community-based, nonprofit, tax-exempt organization that was created in 1994 as a 
community participatory research institute dedicated to providing unbiased research to 
disadvantaged and marginalized communities to solve their environmental challenges and build 
healthy and safe neighborhoods. The research led to the development of Tucson Water’s Low-
Income Rainwater Harvesting Grant and Loan program that facilitates installation of rainwater 
harvesting systems for qualifying customers.  
 
The primary objective of the Energy Globe Foundation is to create a higher level of awareness 
all over the world concerning the necessity of using resources in a sustainable manner.  
 
For more information, contact Ann Marie Wolf, Executive Director, SERI, at 520-321-9488.  
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