
 

 

 
 

 
Contact: Fernando Molina Date: March 5, 2018 
  Tucson Water Department Public Information Officer TDD: (520) 837-7087 
  837-2185 (office) or 349-0982 (cell) 
  Fernando.Molina@tucsonaz.gov  
  Captain Andy Skaggs 
  Tucson Fire Department Public Information Officer 
  837-7087 (office) or 449-4973 (cell) 
  Andrew.Skaggs@tucsonaz.gov  

 
 

Sweetwater Wetlands Controlled Burn on March 8 
Interview / Photo Opportunity and Public Notice 

 
As part of a joint project to enhance Tucson Water’s Mosquito Abatement Program at the 
Sweetwater Wetlands and to provide a firefighting exercise for the Tucson Fire Department, the 
two City Departments have scheduled this year’s controlled burn. The burn will take place:  
 

Thursday, March 8, 2018, safety briefing begins at 8:00 a.m. 
Sweetwater Wetlands is located at 2511 W. Sweetwater Drive, near Prince and I-10 

 
Staff will be available to discuss the planned burn prior to the event. Ample photo and interview 
opportunities will be provided during the exercise.  
 
Citizens who may be sensitive to smoke generated by the controlled burn are asked to take 
precautionary measures or avoid the area. Residents and businesses within a mile radius have been 
notified by mail. The Sweetwater Wetlands will be closed to the public on the day of the controlled 
burn, and will reopen on Friday, March 9, 2018. Tucson Wildlife Center will be present this year 
to rescue any animals injured during the burn.  
 
Since 2002, Tucson Water and the Tucson Fire Department have conducted annual controlled 
burns, and have been successful in helping control mosquito populations, while providing valuable 
fire suppression training. The burn removes much of the thatched, dead vegetation that protects 
aquatic mosquito larvae during their development. From late March to November, Tucson Water 
applies a common, low-toxicity, granular mosquito larvicide to the water to kill the aquatic 
mosquito larvae. The burning and removal of the dead thatch makes the weekly granular 
applications more effective. For more information about the controlled burn, please visit 
tucsonaz.gov/water/sweetwater-wetlands-annual-controlled-burn  
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