
“The Heritage project is 
critically important to wildlife 
in Tucson. We’ve seen an 
incredible return of aquatic 
species to the Heritage reach 
of the river—42 species 
of dragonflies and several 
native toad species. It’s also 
brought in the birds to eat 
those species—herons, 
egrets, kingfishers, and more! 
And many other animals, like 
coyotes and javelinas, that 
stop by for a drink.”

Michael Bogan 
Assistant Professor 
University of Arizona 

“The Santa Cruz River Heritage 
Project has been an unexpected 
gift to Barrio Santa Cruz. We’ve 
been working to revitalize our 
neighborhood and reestablish 
traditions that have historically 
bonded and strengthened us. 
Much of that history is rooted 
in the Santa Cruz River, where 
we can gather and enjoy the 
beauty of the water, the plants, 
and the animals. The Heritage 
Project allows us to pass this 
history to a new generation 
within the Barrio.”

Jason Huaraque 
President of Barrio Santa Cruz  
Neighborhood Association

“Thanks to the flow of the 
Santa Cruz River Heritage 
Project, birders have been 
treated to Mexican Ducks 
and egrets, surprises like 
Green Heron and Northern 
Waterthrush, and a very rare 
and beautiful Purple Gallinule 
– all across the street from 
my Menlo Park home. The 
Project is a great connection 
to the beauty and value of our 
environment. Maybe one day 
even Gray Hawks will return to 
the river at Tucson!”

Jonathan Horst 
Director of Conservation  
and Research 
Tucson Audubon Society

“The Santa Cruz River flowed 
for thousands of years, and 
over a relatively short period, 
early settlers of Tucson 
dried up the resource with 
groundwater pumping. For 
the past year, Tucson has been 
trying to fulfill a responsibility 
to restore the river. We are 
just beginning, but you can 
already see progress where 
our vegetation, our wildlife, 
and our environment have 
access to water. In the future, 
I would love to see us expand 
the project further into the 
Southside.”

Lane Santa Cruz 
Ward 1 Council Member  
City of Tucson

“I live nearby and walk the 
path along the Heritage 
Project almost every day. 
The biggest change – and 
I’m happy about it – are 
more people, fellow walkers, 
and even people riding 
horses down in the water.  
This spring, there were 
yellow wildflowers all along 
the path. One of my best 
memories: watching three 
coyotes playing and splashing 
in the water.”

Roberta Zelikow 
Avid walker

“I walk the SCRHP to check 
the flow reach and conditions 
– and along the way, I meet 
people who are curious about 
the project. For instance, a 
couple who had just moved 
here from Holland. They were 
impressed to learn that this 
water is slowly seeping into 
the ground, adding close to 
a billion gallons of water to 
our aquifer each year! This 
water will help sustain Tucson 
in the future during severe 
drought.”

Maya Teyechea 
Project Manager and Hydrologist 
Tucson Water

Learn more about the Santa Cruz River Heritage Project at tucsonaz.gov/water/Heritage or Tucson Water on Facebook.

The Santa Cruz River 
Heritage Project

On June 24, the Santa Cruz River Heritage Project celebrates its first birthday! Here are some personal 
stories about how this innovative recycled water project is changing how we live, work, play, and connect.
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JUNE 24, 2020 

“I took my then three-year-old 
son to the Día de San Juan 
celebration of the restoration 
of flow to the Santa Cruz River. 
We arrived by bike, which is 
how we get most places. Since 
then, my son has learned to 
ride a bike and looks forward 
to outings along the Loop 
-- because there are no cars to 
worry about and because we 
can spot wildlife, especially 
birds. The quiet peacefulness 
gives our family the time and 
space to connect with one 
another and with nature.”

Kylie Walzak and  
Clyde Neiman
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