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Colorado River
Contamination Concerns

Last month, the environmental group American
Rivers released its list of the ten most endangered
rivers in the U.S. The Colorado River topped the
list, primarily because it flows near radioactive
mine tailings in Utah, and has been exposed to
perchlorate contamination from a site near Las
Vegas and nitrate contamination from a large
number of septic systems in the area of Lake
Havasu.

Tucson Water takes these concerns very
seriously. We've been monitoring for these
contaminants in the Colorado River water that we
recharge at our Clearwater facility in Avra Valley.
Although we have not detected any nitrates or
radioactive materials, we have detected extremely
low levels of perchlorate in some of the water we
recharge (but none in the recovered blend). The
levels are just above the limit of scientific
detection (4 parts per billion), and are well
below any preliminary standards set by the State
of Arizona (there are no federal standards at this
time). Because the contamination source in
Nevada is now being cleaned up, the level of
perchlorate in the Colorado River will drop.

We've also been actively supporting efforts by
Arizona Governor Napolitano to make sure that
clean-up of these contamination sites is given
high priority.

The bottom line. .. These contaminants are not
an immediate problem for Tucson — but they must
be addressed in the near future. We'll keep a close
eye on these so that you can be assured that we’ll
always deliver safe, high-quality water to you.

May 2004 http://www.cityoftucson.org/water/

bour ({siter,
Connection

NEWS & TIPS FOR TUCSON WATER CUSTOMERS
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Tucson’s Super
Water Savers

When Summer returns to the Old Pueblo,
so do the Dribbler and his gang. The
Dribbler (also known as the Wizard of
Water Waste and the Malevolent Maven of
Misuse) makes it his mission to lead
Tucsonans into the temptation to use water
in wasteful ways. He can be found
wherever faucets are running needlessly,
toilets are leaking precious gallons away,
or hoses are watering driveways.

Who can we trust to help us avoid the
dastardly deeds of the Dribbler? Why,
our Water Wise Heroes, Aquaduck and
Water Lily, of course!

Tucson’s Super Water Savers
continues inside



/%Maduck and Water Lily

Tucson’s Super Water Savers

continved from front

Unbeknownst to even his closest companions, than by using a broom. When temptation strikes,
mild-mannered Pete the Beak, Tucson Water’s remember that using a broom uses 0 gallons of
Duck Mascot, is secretly Aquaduck' (Shhh, don’t  water, while using a hose can use up to 10 gallons
tell anyone!) a minute!

Alofrll g with his Lose Those
terrific teenage

sidekick, Water Leaks

Lily, Aquaduck ¥  Asyou can
patrols our @ imagine, the
community, looking Dribbler loves

to stop water waste dripping faucets.

and reminding all ‘ i*“: : m’ 5 Using just simple
Tucsonans that v ( 7 i tools, a few

anyone can be a Aquaduck and Water Lily vs. the Dribbler and his gang. in.expensive paI"FS,
Super Water Saver! You can help Aquaduck and and a bit of effort to fix
Water Lily defeat the Dribbler by using the that faucet can save you up to 50 gallons a day!

Water Smart hints below.

Stop Water Wasters
Tame Your Toilet Some wasteful uses of water run afoul of

The Dribbler and bis gang know that toilets ~ Tucson’s Water laws (just like the Dribbler).
use about 40% of all the water entering a standard ~ Some examples include letting water run off
Tucson home and can also be the largest water property or into a parking lot or running a
wasters in a home. A leaky flapper valve or a float ~ misting system when no one is around to enjoy it.
that is set too high can send up to 100 gallons ". P e If you spot water waste, you can help
a day down the drain. Check each toilet for | .4 g Aquaduck by reporting it at
leaks by placing a few drops of food coloring * - 791-3242.
in the tank and waiting about 30 minutes to f For more ways in which you can
see if the color shows up in the bowl. If it ¥ be a Super Water Saver, like
does, then repairs are needed. Aquaduck and Water Lily, please
g call Tucson Water’s Public
B Information Office at 791-4331 or
look for information on our web site
(www.cityoftucson.org/water).

Sweep, Don’t Wash |

The Dribbler will tell you that you can
clean your driveway faster by hosing it off



On the Water Front

Long Range Water Resource
Planning. Whether or not the
Powell drought continues, preliminary
findings show we’re going to have to
become very creative with acquiring
more water resources if we’re going
to meet demand in the decades
ahead. We're also going to need to
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For more than
25 summers
Tucson Water has
reminded you that
it's the time to

Grand
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watch your water discuss as a community what the
use more N quality of our water is going to be
closely. Our S and how much it’s going to cost.
water 3 So when your kids laugh at Pete
conservation this summer, remember to Beat the

mascot, Pete
the Beak, is back

Peak and help them learn to be
water wise. It's an important part of
in a new identity and, making sure there will be enough
while his annual antics are for the water here in the future for them
most part directed at our children, the and their families.
message he brings is very serious — be careful with water.

It could be that we are entering a time when the need JCQ‘/ ] /l,w(
for wise water use will be more critical than ever. For the > OV
past several years there has been a drought along the Dave Modeer
Colorado River. Experts say it could be the start of a long- Director, Tucson Water
term change in weather patterns. Already Lake Powell is
at its lowest level since it was filled — an indication of

possible problems to come with our supply of Colorado Cledrwater (Qua[i-h,’ Qép ort—
River water. MACM 1004
Our hydrologists and planners are working to determine 49*  Sodium (mg/L)
what our water future will look like by completing our 286.6  Mineral Content (mg/L)
122*  Hardness (mg/L)
7.9  pH(S.U)
Visit the Tucson Water Web Site ot http: //www.cityoftucson.org/water Neg*  Coliform Bacteria
Your Water Connection is produced by Tucson Water. To receive a copy, or to receive this information in Spanish, 0.61 Chlorine level average (mg/L)

call 791-4331 or mail your request to: Tucson Water, Customer Information, P.0.
Box 27210, Tucson, AZ 85726.7210. 72.7  Temp (deg F)
City of Tueson TTY number: 791-2639 .
Sii usted desea este documento escrito en espalol, por favor, llame al 791-4331. * Valves for April 2004
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Water Quality | 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 System
Lone Wide
Sodium (mg/L) Average 61 50 51 47 46 46 36 43 49 41 46
Range 4896 4554  37-56  31-51 4052  36-52 2649 3648 3857 3844 26-96
Mineral Content Average 447 319 324 270 284 283 250 359 301 214 299
(mg/1) Range 277-575 300-339 210-374 182-318 162-316 210-312 177-307 297-427 202540 202-262  162-575
Hardness (mg/L) Average 196 135 144 118 119 118 116 188 146 80 135
Range 103264 122-151 108-171 90-139 111-134 84-133  86-135 149223 75246 75-89 75-264
pH (S.U.) Average 75 79 78 77 78 79 79 75 76 7.7 7.8
Range 7079 7482 7481 7381 7281 7183 7482 7279 1279 7519 7.08.3
Temperature  Average 74 74 73 77 74 74 73 73 76 73 74
(deg F) Range 67-78 6680  66-82 7185 6583 6781 6680 67-78 6382 6582 63-85
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\(" Coliform Bacteria Testi nq
- Results — Unarch 2004
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part pe} million;

I-ppm = 1 teaspoon in 1,302 gallons

To give you a more accurate measurement of the water quality in your
neighborhood, the Tucson Water service area has been divided into
10 zones based on differences in water pressure and water quality.
For a detailed description of the zone boundaries, call 791-4331.
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Chlorine

Level
Average

With the exception of chlorine and coliform
bacteria, none of the water quality parameters

reported here have U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency primary standards set for
them. For more information about primary and
secondary water quality standards, visit Tucson
Water's web site at www.cityoftucson.org/water.



