
ARE YOU WATERARE YOU WATER

SMART?

Answer: True. Almost of all the water is in 
the oceans and cannot be used for drinking 
or irrigation. Nature continuously recycles 
water through evaporation, condensation 
and precipitation.     

o	 True o	 False

Water is a finite resource.  All the water on the 
planet is all we have.
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From demos to fun 
competitions, high 

school students learn 
about careers in water 

resources during the 
2nd Annual Southern 

Arizona Construction 
Career Days. 

(See Working with Water, 
pg. 4 & 5)

Colder temperatures are on the way. Tucson Water 
recommends these steps to help prevent pipes from freezing, 
leaking and causing water damage and costly repairs:
•	Protect exposed plumbing, water pipes and backflow 
assemblies with foam and wrap insulation. 
•	Seal areas that allow cold outside air to get in to pipes and 
plumbing. 
•	Winterize your cooler and irrigation system.  

You should also know how to shut off the water supply to 
your home or business. If a pipe bursts – freeze-related or 
not – you can mitigate water damage. 

Tucson Water has tips to prepare for colder temperatures: 
online at www.tucsonaz.gov/water/winter-prep, e-mail 
pico@tucsonaz.gov or call (520) 791-4331.  Watch a YouTube 
Cold Weather Tips for Home Water Pipes & More (video)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGbZSy3BkhQ (3:20)

How can I prepare for colder 
temperatures to prevent pipes 

from freezing and causing 
potential water damage?

WATERWATEREtc.
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WASTE WATERENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
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PIMA COUNT Y WASTE WATER RECL AMATION

YOUR
UTILITIES

Your utilities services statement includes fees for your water, environmental services, and wastewater. 

Environmental Services (ES) (520) 791-3171 or visit tucsonaz.gov/environmental-services
Pima County Regional Wastewater Reclamation Department (PCRWRD) (520) 724-6500 or visit www.pima.gov/wastewaterreclamation

CIT Y OF TUCSON ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Did you know that about half of the 
food going to the City of Tucson’s Los 
Reales Landfill could be diverted and 
composted?

To avoid filling the landfill with useful 
material, Environmental Services 
works with the University of Arizona 
Compost Cats and local grocery stores, 
restaurants, school kitchens and 30 
other food services such as Food City and 
Whole Foods to collect and turn food 
scraps into compost.

Processed at the Tohono O’odham 
Nation’s San Xavier Co-op Farm, 
the compost is sold at local farmers 
markets and used by the Tohono 
O’odham and Tucson Parks and 
Recreation Department.

For more information about the 
food scraps collection program, visit 
www.tucsonaz.gov/es/food-
scrap-collection.

Putting food waste to work – instead of in the landfill

http://www.pima.gov/government/wastewaterreclamation
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/environmental-services
http://www.pima.gov/wastewaterreclamation
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/es/food-scrap-collection
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/es/food-scrap-collection
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Tucson Water Utility Technician Benjamin La Turco, along 
with 10 other Tucson Water employees, is part of the 2nd Annual 
Southern Arizona Construction Career Days. On November 5 
and 6, 1,000 junior and senior high school students will attend 
the event at the Tucson Rodeo Grounds to learn more about 
jobs and training in construction-related industries. La Turco 
offers up background about the event and what happens with 
student participants at the Tucson Water tent:     

What is Southern Arizona Construction Career Days? “Arizona 
Transportation Builders and 25 event sponsors – including 
Tucson Water – are behind this great event. During two days 
students learn about jobs and training in transportation, 
mining, engineering, utilities and construction-type 
industries. It connects business and education.” 

Why do you think you’re a good Tucson Water 
representative for Construction Career Days? “I can 
speak from experience. I understand construction, utilities, 
operations and what happens in the field. I’ve been with 
Tucson Water for 21 years in various positions: utility service 
worker, maintenance mechanic 1, disinfection specialist, and 
senior mechanic. About 10 years 
ago, I was on the pilot team that 
helped to develop the new utility 
technician program – a program 
that pays for acquiring specific 
new skills and demonstrated 
learning.”

SOCIAL
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What happens at the event? “First, we show students 
some of Tucson Water’s cool equipment: a mobile 
command unit with onboard computers, plus a hydraulic 
crane with a generator and welding equipment. When I 
was in high school, it’s the kind of equipment that I would 
drive by and think, ‘Whoa, that tech knows how to use all 
those things.’”    

“Inside the Tucson Water tent, we have fun, hands-on 
demonstrations to give students an idea of working at 
Tucson Water. Students compete to put together weird 
pipe configurations, affix a valve and successfully run water 
through it. At other stations, students have to use a cordless 
drill on a water main to simulate turning on new service and 
fix leaks by wrapping a pipe.”

What types of questions do students ask you? 
“Do you get free water? “ (No) 
“What age can you apply for a job at Tucson Water?” (18) 
“How much do you get paid?” (Not saying! I’m in the 
Tucson Water’s utility tech program that offers skill based 
pay increases. You have to complete classroom training 

and then demonstrate that you 
understand and can successfully do 
a new skill.) 
“Do you work by yourself or in 
groups?” (During training, we work 
in pairs. You rarely work alone on a 
job site because the work usually 
requires two people.)

To find out more about City of Tucson and Tucson 
Water jobs, go to www.tucsonaz.gov/sigma/
MainPage.aspx. 

To see photos and learn more about Southern 
Arizona Construction Career Days, go to 
www.saccd.org.

http://water.tucsonaz.gov/water
http://water.tucsonaz.gov/water
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http://www.youtube.com/tucsonwater
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http://www.tucsonaz.gov/sigma/MainPage.aspx
http://www.saccd.org
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Be green & efficient: Sign up for paperless 
billing at onlinebiller.com/tucson. View 
your utility bill detail online, download & 
print 24/7. Receive email notifications of 
new bills. Stop delivery of your paper bill.

Our low income assistance program offers a 
50% monthly bill credit to qualifying customers 
for the Tucson Water charges on their utility 
services statement. Call (520) 724-6770 to make 
an appointment to verify if you qualify.

What Tucson
Water is Doing

What You
Can Do


