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The 60 acres of Sweetwater 
Wetlands are a tranquil 
public park, a teeming 
wildlife habitat, an outdoor 
classroom and a year-round 
birdwatchers’ haven. Specific 
ways the Sweetwater Wetlands 
serves the public include:

• Pima County-treated wastewater filters through 
sediments beneath recharge basins located around the 
Wetlands, where it is stored and recovered through the 
reclaimed water system. 

• The Tucson Audubon Society hosts weekly birder walks 
and sponsors semiannual Meet Your Birds  events.

• Visitors can enjoy free self-guided tours along more than 
2.5 miles of pathways. Almost 1,000 feet are  wheelchair 
accessible.

• Thousands of local students learn about ecology and 
water resource management annually at the wetlands 
with the help of Tucson Water staff and Arizona Project 
WET.

• The Tucson Fire Department conducts a yearly controlled 
burn to remove dead vegetation and provide valuable 
training. 

• It’s the site of collaborative mosquito trapping and 
research conducted between Tucson Water staff and The 
University of Arizona to protect public health.

Sweetwater Wetlands

For Sweetwater Wetlands maps, hours, 
parking, and more, visit tucsonaz.gov/water/
sweetwater-wetlands or contact Tucson 
Water’s Public Information/Conservation Office 
(PICO) at 520-791-4331 or pico@tucsonaz.gov.
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Vice Mayor Regina 
Romero offers up 

the context and 
benefits of plans 

for the Santa Cruz 
River Heritage 

Project, an exciting 
plan to return 

water flow to a 
portion of the river 

in Ward 1.   

(See Working with 
Water, pg. 4–7)
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Your utilities services statement includes fees for your water, environmental services, and wastewater. 

Environmental Services (ES) (520) 791-3171 or visit tucsonaz.gov/environmental-services
Pima County Regional Wastewater Reclamation Department (PCRWRD) (520) 724-6500 or visit www.pima.gov/wastewaterreclamation

5 Ways to Maintain 
Home & Property
Whether you’re a homeowner or 
a tenant, it is your responsibility 
to maintain your yard and the 
surrounding areas.

Here are 5 maintenance to-dos 
that will promote health, safety 
and property values – and help 
you to avoid a potential violation 
notice from the City of Tucson 
Code Enforcement team.

Report
illegal

dumping

1) Cut weeds and grass to less than 6 inches.
2) Dispose of excessive or unwanted junk, litter, debris or refuse.
3) Report illegal dumping in yards, streets, alleys, easements and washes.
4) Maintain the exterior: no run-down buildings, structures and/or fences; and 

exterior paint must cover more than 50 percent of the structure.
5) Maintain the interior to ensure safe living conditions: no pests, electrical 

violations, or plumbing that doesn’t work.

Take action, tend your property, and contribute to making Tucson a safer and 
cleaner city for all.
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The Santa Cruz River Heritage Project 

The City of Tucson is studying a unique plan to return 
water flow to the Santa Cruz River – for the first time 
in 70 years. Vice Mayor Regina Romero explains the 
context, approach and next steps surrounding the 
Santa Cruz River Heritage Project.  

Back before WWII, when about 35,000 people lived in 
Tucson, the Santa Cruz River ran more or less year round. 
Water was the main reason the O’odham people settled 
here thousands of years ago and was the main reason 
the Spanish settled here hundreds of years ago (it will 
also be the reason we are still here, or not, a hundred 
years or a thousand years from now). The river supported 
high-quality riparian habitat for birds and mammals, 
provided water for agriculture, industry and residents 
as well as a place for Tucsonans to cool off beneath the 
expansive canopy of the mesquite forest or bosque.

The Santa Cruz River doesn’t run through central 
Tucson anymore, except when it rains. Sixty years of 
groundwater pumping took care of that, but the Santa 
Cruz does still form the spine of Ward 1 – you are never 
too far from the river in my ward. 

Tucson has been around for a long time and one of the 
things we’ve gotten really good at is conserving water and 
using it efficiently. We’ve also gotten good at using our water 
twice, recycling and reclaiming it. Tucson Water operates 
an entirely separate, reclaimed water system that provides 
landscape watering for major water users like golf courses, 
parks and schools. Our major water users are stepping up 
their conservation efforts and we treat more reclaimed water 
than we use. The excess water from this system is discharged 
at Roger and Ina Roads to flow toward Marana and Pinal 
County. The City receives some groundwater recharge 
credits as part of this discharge.

Instead of discharging water near the north end of town, 
why not discharge it at Silverlake Road and again at Cushing 
Street? That way the river would run through downtown 
where the aesthetic, cooling and habitat benefits of that 
flow can be enjoyed by Tucson residents. I recently met 
with Tucson Water to discuss plans for the Santa Cruz River 
Heritage Project, an exciting new opportunity for water in 
the Santa Cruz River.

This plan is cost-efficient, as the reclaimed water system is 
already largely in place at these locations and there could be 
opportunities for the City to claim additional recharge credits as 
well as expand potential uses for the reclaimed water. The west 
end of downtown has been deprived of water for too long, and 
this represents a great opportunity to earn additional recharge 
credits, spur economic development, and embrace our history 
in a sustainable way.

Many conversations are happening with west side neighbors, 
representatives from Pima County (the entity that manages 
many aspects of the river), and the City of Tucson to see this 
plan come together. I want to make sure that plans for the Santa 
Cruz River Heritage Project embrace our history and culture in 
a sustainable way while supporting long-promised projects like 
the Mission Gardens, the Santa Cruz Reforestation Project and 
the Tucson Origins Heritage Park. I will continue to work with 
residents and stakeholders to develop a name for the project, a 
timeline and additional details.

Recharges the aquifer in 
the downtown area

Sparks community-based 
economic development$

Supports historical, cultural 
& community projects

4 Potential Benefits of the  

Santa Cruz River Heritage Project

Restores urban 
riparian area
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