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Free Sustainable
Landscapes Expo

Saturday, March 23, 2019
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
inside this issue

University of Arizona/
Pima County Cooperative
Extension
4210 N. Campbell Ave.
enter from Roger Rd.
east of Campbell

Learn about efficient water usage
and sustainable landscaping in the
Southern Arizona desert at this free
family-friendly event. Pick up one
of 100 free trees! Visit 30 exhibition
booths while enjoying hands-on
activities, food trucks, a water station,
magic shows, flash talks, and musical
entertainment.

Tips for an early start
on creating a healthy,
beautiful landscape
– and reducing your
water bill.

For more info and event updates, visit
facebook.com/PimaSmartscape or
PimaSmartscape.org.
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The 2019 Sustainable Landscapes
Expo is sponsored by Civano Nursery
and Ewing Irrigation & Landscape
Supply and is hosted by Tucson Water,
Pima Smartscape, and The University
of Arizona College of Agriculture &
Life Sciences – Cooperative Extension.
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Spring Tips
for

Sustainable Landscapes
Our landscapes will soon be “springing” back to life…time for
those of us who love gardening to have some fun and get our
hands dirty! Spring is a great time to get your landscape
in shape—it’s a nice time to be outdoors, and plants aren’t
stressed by the summer heat. Whether you landscape to boost
curb appeal, attract wildlife, shade your house or patio, or all of
the above, the following tips can help you get an early start to
grow healthy, beautiful plants and keep your water bill low.

1. A little
clean up

One of the top methods for saving
water in the landscape is to use
organic mulch around your plants.

Organic mulch helps soil stay moist longer,
keeps roots cool, adds nutrients to the soil,
and discourages weeds. The best mulch
for any plant is the leaves and litter that it
drops naturally, but you can enhance that
with store-bought bark, straw, or shredded
wood mulches. Use three to six inches for
trees and two to three inches for shrubs and
gardens. Spread the mulch to the edge of
the leaf canopy, but avoid getting it too close
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to the trunk. You can also add compost, a
form of decomposed organic matter, to your
vegetable or flower beds. Use compost and
mulch only as a top dressing, not in holes
for new plants as it can cause sinking when
it decomposes. You can get the benefits of
mulch while keeping a clean look to your
landscape by using edging, rocks, bricks, or
other materials to separate mulched planting
areas from pathways and patios.
TDD
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2. Pruning

If you need to prune, remember
it’s about carefully removing
parts of the plant, not shearing.
Good reasons for pruning include removing
dead or diseased branches; gently guiding
a plant’s shape; controlling plant size for
visibility; or keeping sidewalks, driveways,
or other high traffic areas clear of branches.
Plants have beautiful natural shapes that
encourage new growth and flowering.
Shearing them into shapes such as balls, or
removing all the lower branches of trees
can cause sun scorching, increase water

Sustainable

Landscape

visually pleasing, appropriate for
our desert climate and environment,
and requiring minimal resources like
time, water, energy, or fertilizer.

3. Water wisely
Most desert plants
prefer deep,
infrequent watering.
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demands, stunt growth, and reduce
flowering that pollinators like bees and
butterflies depend on. Be selective:
remove part of a branch back to another
branch or stem. When in doubt, leave
branches in place rather than overprune—your plants will thank you for it.

Proper watering encourages strong root systems
and helps your landscape thrive. If you have an
irrigation system, run it to check for leaks and
clogs, and change the timer with the weather. You
can reduce water use by grouping plants with
similar watering needs on the same irrigation
line. Another way to help lower your water bill
is to harvest water. Capturing rain from roofs,
sidewalks, patios and reusing gray water from your
washing machine, bath, or bathroom sink is easier
than you might think. Free workshops on water
harvesting are offered by Smartscape throughout
the year. Tucson Water provides rebates for both
rainwater and gray water systems at home.
Visit tucsonaz.gov/water/landscape for a
landscape watering guide.
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Love the Planet this February
February is the perfect time to show love for our environment.
Here are three simple ways to tend and care for our planet:

•

•

Reduce: Think about whether an item is an essential
purchase or if it is something that can be rented or
borrowed. Consider an item’s packaging and choose
products with minimal packaging or packaging that is
100% recyclable.
Reuse: Before you toss something in the trash, consider
whether you or another person can resuse it. If an item
is in good condition, donate it to local thrift shops or
charities. Avoid buying single use products.

•

Recycle: Use your blue barrel.
Make sure to recycle cardboard,
paper, metal cans, and plastic
bottles and jugs. These items have
more life in them so recycle!

If you’d like to learn more about how
Tucson cares for the environment,
take a tour of the landfill and
recycling facility. We’ll share more info
about the tour schedule on Facebook
at Do More Blue Tucson.

PIMA COUNT Y WASTE WATER RECL AMATION

Your utilities services statement includes fees for your water, environmental services, and wastewater.
Environmental Services (ES) (520) 791-3171 or visit tucsonaz.gov/environmental-services
Pima County Regional Wastewater Reclamation Department (PCRWRD) (520) 724-6609 or visit pima.gov/wastewaterreclamation
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