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TO MAKE 
YOUR 
HOME 
GREENER

RESEARCH 2000+ 
GREEN PRODUCTS. 

GET RID OF DRUGS 
& PROTECT PEOPLE, 
PETS, OUR WATER, & 
ENVIRONMENT. 

DISPOSE OF LEFTOVER 
PAINT, WEED KILLER, 
PESTICIDES, AUTO 
BATTERIES, & MORE.

Finding cleaning products and more that 
are safe for you, your family, and our 
environment is easy at the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s epa.gov/saferchoice/
products.  Click to research more than 2,000 
green household items.  

Get rid of unwanted and unused medications at 
Dispose-a-Med drop-off boxes or at take-back 
events in Tucson and Pima County. There will be 
local take-back events on the DEA’s Prescription 
Drug Take-Back Day, April 27, 2019. It’s free, 
easy, secure, and confidential.  More info is at 
DisposeaMed.Pima.gov and (520) 724-7911. 

The City of Tucson’s Household Hazardous  
Waste (HHW) program recycles, reuses or 
disposes of a wide range of toxic, dangerous, 
and flammable products. Go to tucsonaz.gov/es/
household-hazardous-waste for HHW do’s and 
don’ts, drop- off events, and locations. 

http://tucsonaz.gov/water
http://epa.gov/saferchoice/products
http://epa.gov/saferchoice/products
http://DisposeaMed.Pima.gov
http://tucsonaz.gov/es/household-hazardous-waste
http://tucsonaz.gov/es/household-hazardous-waste
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Contaminants in the environment 
have been in the news for decades. 
More recently, you might have 
heard about emerging contaminants 
and wondered what they are.
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What are emerging contaminants?
Contaminants are natural or human-made 
substances that can pose a risk to the health 
of people and the environment. The term 
“emerging” refers to our growing ability to 
detect them at trace levels and understand 
their effects — it does not mean “emergency.”  
Because the science is limited on these 
compounds, they are usually not regulated 
by government. As science and technology 
improve, so does our knowledge about the 
long-term effects of exposure to contaminants; 
therefore, nationwide regulations establishing 
permissible amounts may change.

Where do they come from?
Emerging contaminants create a 
challenge to water providers across 
the globe. They are a large group of 
compounds increasingly found in the air, 
soil, and water due to our use of certain 
medications, personal care products, non-
stick and flame-retardant products, food 
additives, pesticides, and countless other 
products. These contaminants have been 
in our environment, and therefore the 
global water supply — including bottled 
water — for as long as people have been 
using them.

http://tucsonaz.gov/water
http://tucsonaz.gov/water
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What can you do about it?
First, be informed. Tucson Water is a science-
based agency, and the information we provide 
to you is based on the best scientific information 
we have. We invite you to read our annual 
water quality report, check out our website, 
follow us on social media, or request a tour 
or presentation for your neighborhood or 
organization. You can also call our Water Quality 
Customer Support Unit at (520) 791-5945 or 
email CustomerSupportUnit@tucsonaz.gov. 
Second, take action: See the back panel for 
simple steps you can take to help protect our 
water supply. 

How do they get into  
the water supply?
Contaminants are transported by different means. 
Urban stormwater and agricultural runoff can 
collect hazardous materials that leach into the 
soil or are carried to bodies of water. Similarly, 
unmanaged industrial waste may be directly 
released into the environment and enter the water 
supply. In addition, medicines and household and 
personal care products enter the water supply 
when they are washed down the drain, passed 
through our bodies into the wastewater system, 
or disposed of improperly.

What is Tucson Water doing?
Tucson Water is nationally recognized for 
its advanced achievement in water quality 
research and innovation.  We manage a cutting-
edge program to monitor for hundreds of 
contaminants, and are aggressive in our efforts 
to protect the safety of our drinking water. We 
hold ourselves to higher water quality targets 
than federal or state government standards, and 
partner with universities, government research 
agencies, and research foundations to constantly 
evolve our testing and treatment methods. 

Earth Day is celebrated worldwide each April,

raising awareness of environmental issues 

facing our planet. It offers us a reminder that 

our actions can affect the environment for 

better or worse.

Challenges like pollution and climate change 

might seem so large that we wonder how one 

person can make a difference. One thing each of 

us can do today is commit to learn more about 

environmental issues and what actions we can 

take to have a positive impact on the planet. 

Understanding how to properly dispose of 

unused medications, hazardous household 

products, and chemicals can help keep 

contaminants out of our soil and water. See 

page 8 for more info on actions you can take.  

Tucson Water is committed to reducing 

the risks caused by environmental 

contamination and ensuring the safety 

and sustainability of our water supply. 

For us, every day is Earth Day! 

http://CustomerSupportUnit@tucsonaz.gov
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PIMA COUNT Y WASTE WATER RECL AMATION

CIT Y OF TUCSON ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Your utilities services statement includes fees for your water, environmental services, and wastewater. 

Environmental Services (ES) (520) 791-3171 or visit tucsonaz.gov/environmental-services
Pima County Regional Wastewater Reclamation Department (PCRWRD) (520) 724-6609 or visit pima.gov/wastewaterreclamation

Make April “Earth Month”
Earth Day is April 22, but one day is not long 
enough to take actions that protect 
our environment and our natural 
resources. Make April “Earth Month” 
by challenging yourself to practice 
30 days of the 3Rs:  Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle and a new 4th R—
Refuse. 

Refusing will help eliminate a lot 
of potential waste. Refusing is about 
saying “no” and looking into reusable 
alternatives.  

Refuse single-use plastics, like disposable 
coffee cups, utensils, and straws. Look 

into reusable alternatives like a 
reusable cup, bamboo or metal 
utensils, and reusable straws. 
Keep these on hand so you are 
sure to use them. 

Celebrate Earth Day on Saturday, 
April 20, 10 am-2pm, at the Tucson 

Children’s Museum, 200 S. 6th 
Avenue. It’s a free, family-friendly event 

to learn more about caring for our planet.

http://www.pima.gov/grease
http://tucsonaz.gov/environmental-services
http://www.pima.gov/wastewaterreclamation

